
Bible Study 

Pentecost, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Come, Holy Spirit. Fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in them  

the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and we shall be recreated, and you will renew the face of the earth.” 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, who with you and the Father is Lord forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Why do you think the priest wears red vestments for the Solemnity of Pentecost; in other words, why would 

red (not white, green, purple, or rose) have been chosen as the color for all feasts of the Holy Spirit? 

2. Can you recall one time this past week when the Holy Spirit helped or blessed you in a significant way? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 

Pentecost was a Jewish holy day long before it was a Christian one. Also called Shavu’ot, it celebrated the gift 

of the Jewish Law, the Ten Commandments, given by God to Moses on Mount Sinai. It marked one of the 

defining moments in their history and outlined their unique relationship with the one true God. In a similar way, 

the Christian celebration of Pentecost, the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus, is a defining 

moment in our history. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Do you recall incidents in the Old Testament when God’s presence was made known in fire? 

2. Notice who is all gathered in the upper room; was it only the apostles who received the Holy Spirit?  

3. What is significant about remembering that? 

4. What, then, does Pentecost also reveal about our unique Christian relationship with the one true God? 

5. Compare the mood or nature of the disciples before the descent of the Holy Spirit to their actions afterward. 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Galatians 5:16-25  

There are 2 options for the Second Reading on this feast day; let’s reflect on the second one this year, since we 

reflected on the first option last year. The young Church in Galatia had a mixture of Gentile Christians and 

Jewish Christians. This portion of his letter addressed an incorrect emphasis on observance of Jewish law that 

had crept into the practice of Christians there. When you read “flesh,” think “temptations to sin”; when you read 

“law,” think “Jewish laws”, including the Ten Commandments. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Try to summarize with one or two sentences Saint Paul’s point in this reading. 

2. According to verse 17 of this reading, why do we sin?  

3. Verse 18 does not mean that we no longer have to keep the Commandments! What does it mean? 

4. “Fruit” is the result of things being done correctly; what, then, is the proper connection between the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit and the fruits of the Spirit? 

5. Explain how relying on the Holy Spirit’s active presence within us enables us to exhibit these fruits. 

6. What do you think Saint Paul meant by his words in verse 24? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 15:26-27; 16:12-15 

Since there are also 2 options for the Gospel reading on this day, I have chosen to focus our reflections on the 

second option this time as well. It is made up of 2 brief portions of Jesus’ discourse to his gathered disciples at 

the Last Supper and it is Jesus’ clearest description of the Holy Spirit. The Church’s teaching is that God exists 

as a perfect harmony of 3 persons who, although distinct from one another, are all fully God. It is a wonderful 

mystery on which we will reflect more deeply next week. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Notice the inter-relationships in that first verse and again in the last verse. “Proceeds” means “comes out 

of.” How is that different from “is sent by” or “is created by” when we speak of the Holy Spirit? (Hint: 

focus on “origin”) 

2. What are the 4 primary roles of the Holy Spirit, according to this reading? 



3. Why would it have been impossible for the disciples to “bear” hearing at the Last Supper that Jesus would 

die, rise, return to heaven, and send them to complete his mission? 

4. “The things that are coming” refers to Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. How will the disciples come 

to understand the full meaning of the Paschal Mystery, according to this verse? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. To review: when did the Holy Spirit first come to dwell within you and when did you receive the fullness of 

the Gift of the Holy Spirit? 

2. Which of the fruits of the Holy Spirit (Second Reading) do you see as being most prominent in your living? 

How does the Holy Spirit help you to live in a way that makes those fruits possible? 

3. No one person can make full use of all the gifts of the Holy Spirit; all of us are stronger in some gifts and 

not as proficient in others. Nor can anyone’s life be equally proficient in producing all the fruits of the 

Spirit. What does that fact say about our need for “Church”? 

4. What is your main contribution to the life and mission of the Church? 

5. Is there any way in which you would like to contribute more? 

 

Closing Prayer:   

“Lord Jesus Christ, when you had ascended to your rightful throne on high, you fulfilled your promise to send 

your Holy Spirit, so that you might continue to assist us on our own journey to heaven. Guard within us the fire 

of your Holy Spirit so that we might be faithful witnesses to you in every situation and at every opportunity.  

May you receive glory through our lives. Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 

  


