
Bible Study 

Third Sunday of Easter, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) This is the day the Lord has made, alleluia!  Let us be glad and rejoice in 

it, alleluia!  Give thanks to the Lord for God is good, with mercy enduring forever. Alleluia! Give glory to the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, to God who is unchanging for all eternity. Amen. Alleluia!” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. Where did Jesus reveal Himself to you this week, perhaps in an unexpected place or person? 

2. Do you recall one instance this week when you consciously tried to “be Jesus” for someone? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 5:27b-32 and 40b-41 

This event in the Acts of the Apostles took place several weeks after Pentecost. The Twelve Apostles had 

become very popular because of the strength of their preaching and the miracles God was performing through 

them. Jealous, the Jewish leaders arrested them. You might want to read the 8 verses that are omitted in the 

reading selected for Masses, because it includes evidence of just how threatened the leaders were feeling. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. What does the high priest mean by “bring this man’s blood upon us”? 

2. Identify the 4 primary claims made by the Apostles in their response to the high priest’s question. 

3. By which words does Saint Peter remind the leaders that the 2 groups share a common spiritual origin? 

4. What was the result of Jesus’ death and resurrection, according to Saint Peter’s answer? 

5. Why were they not more severely punished for disobeying the Jewish leaders’ orders?  

6. Why would they rejoice “that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name”? 

7. Why didn’t the Apostles tone down their preaching just a little in order not to upset the Jewish leaders? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14 

John, probably not the Apostle, had been exiled to the island Patmos as punishment for being a Christian. God 

blessed him there with visions about the Church and the afterlife. This reading tells about his vision of worship 

in heaven, all of the saints and angels honoring and praising Jesus, the Lamb of God. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Isaiah 53:7 uses the term “lamb” to describe one whose death would bring new life to all nations. Look in 

Exodus 11 and 12 to see how a sacrificed lamb gave a new lease on life to the Israelites. How does that help 

you to understand better the title “Lamb of God” as given to Jesus?  

2. Which statement in this reading makes the same proclamation of faith that was made by the Apostles in 

verse 31 of the First Reading? 

3. How do creatures “on earth, under the earth and in the sea” join in praising God every day? (Notice that 

these are not in heaven with the angels and saints. However, they praise God already and continually.) 

4. In what way would this reading have offered hope to the persecuted Christians for whom it was written? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 21:1-19 

On the Sundays of this Easter season we continue reading the stories about Jesus’ first appearances to the 

disciples after his resurrection from the dead. This account is not just about another amazing miracle performed 

by Jesus, but also about the confrontation and reconciliation that needed to happen between Jesus and Peter. In 

spite of his betrayal of Jesus during the Passion, Peter could not deny the basic truth that he loved Jesus with his 

whole heart and soul, mind and strength. Sin does not mean we don’t love God, but rather we want something 

else even more – at least for a while. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Share a verse or concept from this reading that for you is a little troubling or confusing? 

2. How many of the 11 remaining Apostles went fishing together in this account? 

3. What symbolism might be seen in their decision to go fishing? (Need a hint? See Mark 1:17) 

4. How do we know that Jesus’ resurrected, glorified body did not look exactly as it did before his death? 

5. What symbolism do you see in Jesus asking 3 times if Peter loves him? (Another hint: Luke 22:34) 

6. What kind of death did Jesus predict for Peter? Do you know how that prediction was that fulfilled? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. This Gospel account is one of those used to indicate that Jesus intended for Peter to be the leader among the 

Apostles and, hence, his successors would have the same role among the rest of the bishops of the Church.  

Point out several ways that this clear leadership by hierarchy has been a blessing to the Church. 

2. To a society that looks to the successful and the famous as role models, these readings suggest that we look 

instead at those who rose back up after failure. Can you give examples of people who have risen back up 

and became role models? 

3. Would you dare to share about a personal failure from which you have had to rebound? 

4. Have you ever denied being a Christian, believing in Jesus, or even the existence of God? What happened? 

5. Have you ever been ridiculed or humiliated for your Christian faith? 

6. The apostles refused to follow an unjust rule. Can you name one law or practice in our society that 

Christians should not follow because it conflicts with the law of God or the true practice of the faith? 

7. What do you feel Jesus calling you to do at this time, and what might that have to do with the Church? 
 

Closing Prayer  

“God our Father, in the Sacrament of Baptism you called us to life in your Risen Son, Jesus Christ; and in the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation you have taken us back into your embrace when we have failed you. Strengthen us 

so that we are more faithful in your service. Lift our voices in praise and gratitude for the privilege of being your 

adopted sons and daughters. We ask this through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 


