
Bible Study 

Sixth Sunday of Easter, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, during this joyful Easter season we celebrate your gift of 

new life through the resurrection of Jesus, victorious over sin and death. May the words that we will read today 

and the thoughts that we will share increase our awareness of the many blessings which you bestow on your 

daughters and sons. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. Tell about a time this week when you felt truly loved by someone. Describe the feeling, if you can. 

2. Do you recall a time when you misinterpreted God’s will for you, even though you had the best intentions? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

Cornelius was a centurion, a Roman soldier in charge of 100 men. He was also a Gentile, but a God-fearing man 

who prayed many times a day and who was noted for his kindness, even to the Jews whom he oversaw. So God 

responded to his goodness by sending men to bring Peter to the house of Cornelius in order that he and his 

family and their servants might hear about Jesus. Peter objected at first, because respectable Jews never entered 

the house of a Gentile nor ate with them. In addition, he had not yet even considered that he ought to preach the 

Good News about Jesus to Gentiles. God had other ideas. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud.   

1. Which verse reveals that Peter has had a change of heart about Gentiles? 

2. Which verse shows that Cornelius initially thought that Peter was the angel from his earlier vision? 

3. Point out what was unusual (in our thinking and experience) about the order of events by which the group 

was received into the Church? 

4. How does this reading state the principle of universality (“catholic” means “universal”), which has led the 

Church to bring the Gospel to every nation on earth? 

5. According to our belief, as is illustrated in this story, when do Christians first receive the Holy Spirit? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-10 

As we continue our reading of segments from the First Letter of Saint John, we come to this reading, which 

many of us have heard so often that we might be tempted to gloss over it this time. God’s love is a frequent 

theme for John. He had experienced it so personally and so frequently – and at a depth that few others even had 

an inkling about. Yet, as verse 3:16 of John’s Gospel points out, love is the key element in the entire history of 

God’s relationship with humankind. Today we meditate on God’s love a little more deeply. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. Don’t rush it. 

1. According to Saint John, what is the only reason that we are able to love each other with genuine love? 

2. Which 2 events in Christ’s existence revealed the depth of God’s love for humankind, beyond any limits 

that might have been previously imagined? 

3. Where does all love originate? Explain what that means to you? 

4. Do you agree with Saint John that a person is incapable of loving if he/she does not know God? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17 

We continue where we left off last Sunday in our reading from the Gospel According to John. Jesus is speaking 

to his disciples who have gathered for one last Passover meal with him. After describing his relationship with 

them in the symbolic language of a grape vine, Jesus continues with much more directness. It seems that he 

wants to make sure that there is no way they can miss his point.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Speak the word or words that stand out for you in this passage? 

2. What should be the connection between obedience and love? 

3. Search for the phrases in which Jesus emphasizes that love is much more than a feeling; it is action and 

often involves hard choices. 

4. According to verse 11, why does Jesus speak so strongly about God’s love? Is that an exaggeration? 



5. Until this moment, only 1 person in all of Scripture had been called “friend of God.” Do you know who? 

(hint: see James 2:23) How does that make verse 14 of this Gospel reading significant? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Jesus never maintained that being his disciple and friend should be easy. How do you “lay down your life” 

for those that you love? 

2. How does that compare with the common concepts of love in our present culture? 

3. Try to connect the First Reading with the themes of love in the Second Reading and the Gospel.  

4. What is your conversion story? In other words, what led to your decision to live every day according to 

God’s will and to trust in God’s love for you? When did you make that decision? 

5. Our Holy Father and the Church’s bishops have applied this reading to the current discussion of 

immigration and migration – that all others must be welcomed as brothers and sisters in Christ, and treated 

with love. What adjustments might a local parish make when welcoming those who come from another 

culture or economic background? What should remain constant? 

6. What might you do in order to live this week more like a friend of God, a disciple of love? 

 

Closing Prayer  

Lord Jesus Christ, during this Easter season we celebrate over and over again your tremendous, unconditional 

love for us. Help us to be disciples of love, not in words, but in action and in truth. We offer this prayer in your 

name to the Father and the Holy Spirit, who with you are one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 


