
Bible Study 

Fourth Sunday of Easter, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, during this Easter season you give us the joy of recalling 

the rising of Christ to new life and His establishment of his Church. May the words that we read today and the 

thoughts that we share increase our awareness of the many blessings which you bestow on your daughters and 

sons who have died and risen to new life with Him in Baptism.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. Today has traditionally been called Good Shepherd Sunday because that image is always a part of the Gospel 

reading chosen for this day. What do you know about shepherding and the nature of sheep? How are we like 

sheep, in that sense? 

2. Whom do you remember as a pastor who was an especially good shepherd for you or for your family? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

We continue reading this week from the speech that St. Peter gave on Pentecost to the crowds that gathered 

outside the house, inside which the disciples of Jesus had just received the Holy Spirit. Peter has proclaimed that 

Jesus was the true Son of God and that all which happened to him was a part of God’s plan from all eternity. 

Just one chapter earlier he had been asking Jesus, at the Ascension, if it wasn’t time to begin the revolution that 

would restore the Davidic kingdom of Israel. What a difference the Holy Spirit makes! 
 

Read the First Reading aloud.   

1. According to Peter, who is included in God’s promises of forgiveness and the Holy Spirit through the waters 

of Baptism? 

2. To what do you think Peter is referring when he speaks of “this corrupt generation”?  

3. In addition to feeling sorry for what one has done, what else is a part of repentance? 

4. List some of the other names that we use for Jesus. What does each one tell us about Jesus? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:20b-25 

We read another portion of the First Letter of St. Peter, as we do each Sunday of this Easter season. The author 

is speaking here to slaves who have become Christian. Slavery was common and accepted in ancient times. 

Rather than making a judgment about slavery, Peter simply applies the Gospel to the reality of life. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud, but begin with verse 18 in order to understand the context of the rest. 

1. Discuss the place of suffering in the life of a Christian, as it is presented in verses 20-22. 

2. How are these slaves advised to respond to insults and abuse? 

3. Does this mean that Peter approved of slavery? 

4. Which virtue should be the mark of one who is baptized in Jesus Christ? (verse 24) 

5.  What does it mean to “live for righteousness”? Give concrete examples that apply to everyday life. 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 10:1-10 

Each year on the Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday, we read a portion of Chapter 10 in John’s 

Gospel. Shepherds from a general area used to bring their flocks to one spot at night, mixing all the sheep 

together inside a walled-in space known as the sheepfold. Then one shepherd would lay across the opening, 

effectively becoming the gate. In the morning, the various flocks were separated by each shepherd entering the 

sheepfold, calling his sheep with his unique style and leading them out to pasture. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Speak a word or phrase that stands out for you in this reading. 

2. Why do you think a shepherd always entered through the opening in the sheepfold instead of jumping over 

the surrounding wall? Hint: try to think like a sheep! 

3. What does Jesus mean by saying that everyone must “enter through me”? 

4. Read Ezekiel 34:11-12. What is Jesus really claiming by saying he is the good shepherd? 

5. Look at verse 6 again. What was Jesus really trying to emphasize for the Pharisees? 



6. Jesus makes references to his identity as the Messiah.  State the reason that God sent the Messiah, as set 

forth in this reading? What does that mean? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. A good shepherd put his sheep first and his own needs second. In what ways do you also do that? 

2. The sheep follow their shepherd’s voice. Do you believe that you have become so familiar with Jesus that 

you can quickly discern his voice from the other voices of this world? 

3. How do you know which is the voice of Jesus, when we are surrounded by the voices of preachers, teachers, 

and media and literature of all kinds? When do all these voices confuse you? 

4. A good shepherd protected his sheep from harm, led them to food and water, cared for their injuries, and 

guided them back to the flock if they started to wander away. In what ways have you experienced Jesus 

doing some form of those things for you? 

5. When it comes to present-day pastors, what makes one a good shepherd versus a bad shepherd? 

6. Talk about ways that your life is more abundant because of your faith in Jesus? 

 

Closing Prayer (based on Psalm 23) 

Lord Jesus, you are my Shepherd; there is really nothing of importance that I lack. You lead me to green 

pastures where I may graze contently; then you take me to fresh, safe waters, where you quench my thirst. You 

guide me along the right path, true to your name as the Good Shepherd. Even when I walk through a dark valley, 

I am not afraid of harm, for you are there at my side; your strength and your faithfulness give me courage. In the 

sight of those who de evil, you nourish me with all sorts of good things. You provide for my daily needs and 

then bless me with more than I need, with all sorts of sweetness. Only goodness and love will pursue me all the 

days of my life; and one day I will dwell in the house of the Lord for all eternity, in that place where there is no 

more suffering and no more danger. Jesus, I place myself in your hands again this day. Amen.  

(Sign of the Cross) 


