
Bible Study 

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Holy and Almighty God, you are Lord of all time and timelessness, Lord 

of the universe and all that is in it, Lord of every human heart. Reveal your perfect wisdom to us today and fill 

us with your Holy Spirit so that we might know your will and have the courage to choose to do it. We ask this 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Question 

1. Can you recall a time this week when you discovered God’s presence in an unsuspected time or place? 

2. When we say that a person is “wise,” what do we mean? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Wisdom 6:12–16 

The writer of the Book of Wisdom lived in Alexandria, Egypt, less than 100 years before the birth of Jesus. Not 

all Jews lived in Israel anymore and they were surrounded by other cultures and philosophies. It was easy to be 

led astray. The book is written in a poetic style, using sentence patterns similar to Hebrew, even though it was 

written in Greek which was the mainstream language of the day. However, because it was not written in Greek, 

orthodox Jews do not accept it as an inspired book, although most other Jews and all Christians do. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud.  

1. Is Wisdom being presented here as a person or as a virtue? Support your answer. 

2. Cite one of the author’s examples of how much Wisdom wants to be available to those who desire to live 

according wisdom. 

3. Prudence is the ability to act in a reasonable manner. How does wisdom help one to do that - perfectly? 

4. Sometimes Lady Wisdom is identified with the Holy Spirit. Looking again at the reading, can you see how 

that would be possible?  

5. Since only God is all-wise, what does this reading also tell us about God’s relationship with us? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

There was a common belief among early Christians that Jesus’ second coming would take place relatively soon. 

Some became worried about the fate of their loved ones who would die before it happened; would those 

believers no longer be able to experience Christ’s Return? Their question provided Saint Paul with a perfect 

opportunity to teach about death and resurrection. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. How do those, who have no hope of eternal life, grieve after this temporal one is over? 

2. According to Saint Paul, what is the proof that those who have died will be raised on the last day? 

3. What will happen to those who have not yet died when the end of time comes? 

4. “Console one another” – in what sort of situation is this doctrine still a source of consolation? 

5. If you have not heard of the Rapture, look it up in Wikipedia. The concept is based on today’s Second 

Reading, but is frequently applied in an exclusive way – the Chosen will be taken to heaven, but everyone 

else will be left behind, never to experience the joy of eternal life. How is St. Paul’s presentation in verses 

16 and 17 different from that belief? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:1-13 

It is easy to know that we are approaching the end of the liturgical year. In the Gospel readings we will hear 

frequently now what Jesus taught about the end of the world as we know it and the second coming of the 

Bridegroom. It is helpful to remember that, at that time, the word “virgin” applied to all pre-teen girls, too young 

to marry. A wedding at that time was not a tightly scheduled affair. The prospective groom went to his 

intended’s home town, which could be several days journey away. After the marriage had taken place there – 

which could last several days itself – the new couple returned to the home the groom had prepared and the 

celebration continued with the people of his own hometown. The waiting is the setting for this parable. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Is there anything about the parable that bothers you or that gives you particular delight? 



2. Did the foolish virgins fail to prepare adequately or did they get caught by surprise? 

3. What do you think of the “wise” virgins’ response? Did they really have other options? 

4. What is the only qualification needed for entry to the wedding celebration? 

5. What lesson for us might be in your answer to questions #2 and #4? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. How much of being ready for the end of the world or for one’s own death is patience and how much of it is 

anticipation/preparation? 

2. How ready would you be if the end of the world were to come tomorrow? 

3. In what ways does Wisdom help us to be ready? How does it affect the way one might live? 

4. Wisdom is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Do you find that Wisdom helps you to be more faithful in 

living out the faith? Explain. 

5. What could you do in order to be more prepared for the last days? 

 

Closing Prayer  

“O wise and loving God, fill me anew with the gift of your wisdom, so that I can better see beneath the surface 

of situations that I encounter, to see this world as you see, to recognize how close you are, and to be prepared to 

walk always in your presence. I know that you are eager to reveal yourself to me; open my heart to the gifts of 

your Holy Spirit. I pray in the name of Jesus, your only Son and our Lord. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 
 


