
Bible Study 

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Holy and Almighty God, you are Lord of all time and timelessness; you 

are Lord of the universe and all that is in it; you are Lord of every human heart. Reveal your perfect wisdom to 

us today and fill us with your Holy Spirit so that we might know your will and have the courage to choose to do 

it. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Question 

1. Was there a time this week when you clearly “heard” or felt the voice of God giving you direction? 

2. Tell about a pastor who holds an especially dear place in your life. What makes him/her effective? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Malachi 1:14b–2:2b, 8-10 

Malachi (a pen name meaning “My Messenger”) prophesied for God in the first years following the return of the 

Jewish people to Israel after more than 50 years in exile in Babylon. This reading is not a condemnation of the 

ordained priesthood as we know it. Malachi was addressing the religious leaders of his time whose duty it was to 

teach the people how to follow the Law of God, to perform the actual sacrifices of animals and grains to God, 

and to interpret the Jewish Law in case of disputes. We who share in the priesthood of Jesus through our 

common Baptism can examine ourselves with the same light – how do we witness, pray, and serve others?  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. It may be easier to comprehend if you read straight through from verse 2 to 10. 

1. Which 3 kinds of actions by the priests had offended God so greatly? 

2. What has happened to the people’s faith because of the leaders’ inaccurate teaching and their bad example? 

3. What will happen to the priests when God makes them “contemptible and base before all the people,” – in 

other words, humiliates them? 

4. Find God’s reason why the religious leaders should not turn their backs on their fellow Jews or treat them 

unfairly?  
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:7b-9, 13 

While evangelizing the Thessalonians, Saint Paul established a pattern for ministry that was to serve him well in 

other communities later on, also. Paul is not bragging in this section; he is explaining to his beloved disciples the 

process that he and his associates used that led to their accepting the word of God so fully. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. To what degree had Saint Paul and his companions gone beyond merely teaching the people about Jesus? 

2. How did he and his companions convince the Thessalonians that they were not traveling preachers just 

looking for a hand-out from the people of the town? 

3. Missionaries to people who have never heard of God or Jesus and to people who are skeptical still use the 

principle explained in this passage. What might we conclude is that necessary, effective approach? 

4. What is the difference between receiving the word of God and having it at work in one’s life? 

 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 23:1-12 

Matthew’s Gospel was written at a time when the fledgling Christian believers were being thrown out of the 

Jewish synagogues. Therefore, Saint Matthew included in his Gospel several accounts of the harsh conflicts that 

Jesus had also had with the Jewish leaders. He wished to give the Christians confidence that their stance in faith 

was worthy, even if many around them would not accept it. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Of all the excesses and faults named in this reading, which one most irritates you? Comment if you wish. 

2. Identify 5 actions of hypocrisy that Jesus points out in this passage. 

3. Do you think that all of the scribes and Pharisees were hypocritical leaders, as described in this reading?  

4. What is the danger of having a title such as Rabbi, Master (Teacher), Father, Doctor, etc.? 

5. What was a phylactery and what was the symbolism of having a long tassel on the corners of one’s cloak? 

Decide the hypocrisy that was shown by these 2 actions. 

6. What is the parallel connection between this reading and the First Reading? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Throughout the Church’s history we know of leaders who in their human weakness did not live up to the 

Gospel – cruel actions during the Crusades, the Inquisition, popes with mistresses and illegitimate children, 

clerics and religious who abused children or vulnerable adults, and pastors who amassed great fortunes. 

Should we throw out the Church and start over? Why not?  

2. If the actions of poor pastors do not make the message of the Church invalid, from where does its validity 

come? 

3. What are we to do when a pastor, a politician, a teacher or coach, or televangelist is obviously not living the 

message that they preach, or at least preaching a partially untrue message? 

4. Going back for a minute to the Second Reading, can you apply the evangelizing principles used by Saint 

Paul to us as Christians living in the 21st century? In what ways are you also a teacher of the Gospel whose 

life must give witness to what your words say? 

5. Give examples of times that you (or someone you observed) tried to teach something that was not how you 

lived. How effective were you? 

6. Now go back to the reading from Malachi. How does the message of that reading also apply to all of us? 

 

Closing Prayer  

“Holy God, my human heart is shamefully fickle and unreliable. My failures limit greatly the good I desire to 

do. Yet you have covered me with your mercy and filled me with the gifts of your Holy Spirit. Strengthen me 

even more, so that my life may be more faithful to the creed that I profess and so that my eyes might see clearly 

the promise of eternal happiness that you hold always before me. I make this prayer in Jesus’ name. Amen.”  

(Sign of the Cross) 
 


