
Bible Study 

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “We praise you, O God, for you alone are Lord. All truth is from you; you 

alone are the source of wisdom. We ask you to open our hearts and give us the joy of hearing your voice in the 

words we read today. May our reflecting on your word lead us to tasting the depth of your goodness, helping us 

to know you better and love you more. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Was there a time this past week when God helped you to understand something difficult or to make a 

difficult decision? 

2. Tell about a person whom you consider to be wise.  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Wisdom 7:7-11 

Although the Book of Wisdom was written in the first century BC, its unknown author chose to write this part of 

the book as if it were the very words of King Solomon. It was a literary technique of his time that emphasized 

the importance and value of his message. This passage has several references to the First Book of Kings, which 

tells the story of Solomon’s reign. Wisdom is referred to as “her” because the Hebrew word for “wisdom” is a 

feminine noun, grammatically. However, as beautiful as the language and images are, this is a hard-hitting 

passage for those who take seriously what is being said, for the spirit of this reading is easily violated. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Which word in verse 7 is used as a synonym for “the spirit of wisdom”? 

2. Name the 9 things that the author ranks as secondary to having wisdom. 

3. Does that leave anything else that might be more important than wisdom? 

4. Which of these definitions is closest to the meaning of “Wisdom” in this reading: 

a. intelligence  b. knowledge      c. understanding      d. having insight into God’s view of life 

5. What seems to have surprised the author about his choosing to ask God for wisdom? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Hebrews 4:12-13 

It is interesting that this brief passage is set within a teaching about the necessity of observing the Sabbath rest, 

just as God rested “on the seventh day.” Those who are strong in the gift of wisdom can understand why God 

insists we make Him the highest priority in our lives, even setting aside a day of rest and worship in order to 

acknowledge God as our true Lord.  
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Since God is all-wise, read this short passage again, substituting “wisdom” for “the word” of God. It will 

help you to see the connection that is intended between this reading and the other two assigned to this day. 

2. Which phrases tell us that the word of God brings both judgment and salvation? 

3. Identify phrases in the reading which highlight these attributes of God: 

a. God is all-present. 

b. God is all-knowing. 

c. God is all-powerful. 

d. God is all-wise. 

4. In what way is this reading’s tone appropriate for a people who had already become cold in the practice of 

their faith? 

5. Although the overall tone of the reading is one of praise and delight, what is the warning with which it ends? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 10:17-30 

This Gospel reading makes many of us uneasy, at best. Most of us have worked hard for what we own. Psalm 

128 begins: “Happy are all who fear the Lord, who walk in the ways of God. What your hands provide, you will 

enjoy; you will be happy and prosper.” Then we hear this reading with its strong teaching that having many 

material possessions makes it harder to enter eternal life. What is a Christian to do? Let’s examine Jesus’ words 

carefully and see if we sort out what Jesus is teaching us. 
 



Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Matthew’s Gospel says that this man was still young; Luke’s Gospel says that he was also important. How 

can we also tell that he had probably heard Jesus teaching somewhere previous to this encounter? 

2. Which comment by Jesus reminds us that we must be careful about how we judge the character of others? 

3. Point out the words that tell us that Jesus was delighted by the man’s sincere desire to please God in all he 

did. 

4. Notice that Jesus did NOT tell the man that he would go to hell for being rich; and we don’t know the rest of 

his story. What is the relationship – in God’s eyes – between having an abundance of material possessions 

and the existence of the poor, those who lack some basic need? In other words, what is the obligation that 

God places on those who are rich? (That is the point of the Gospel story.) 

5. What precisely makes it more difficult for the rich to “enter the kingdom of God”? How is it possible for the 

rich to be saved, then, as you study the last paragraph one more time? 

6. What do the Apostles mean when they ask, “Then, who can be saved?” 

7. Do you see the connection between outreach to the poor and giving up “all for my sake and the sake of the 

Gospel”? 

8. Why is that so difficult to live out in reality? 

9. An interesting image regarding the camel and the “eye of a needle:” one commentary says that many cities, 

and sometimes large buildings too, had an entrance constructed of a series of vertical pillars, set in such a 

way that a person would have to weave around them in order to pass through the gate. A rider on a camel, 

horse, or donkey would be unable to maneuver through the tight, zig-zag pattern, thereby rendering the 

entrance safe from an intruder without having to close or lock a door. 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Why isn’t keeping all the commandments enough to get us into heaven? 

2. Professor Alex Mikulich wrote that “the division between rich and poor is a scandal to the teaching of 

Jesus.” What do you think he meant? 

3. Is it possible to be wealthy without taking advantage of others in order to achieve that? Explain. 

4. Do you view wealth as a gift or as a curse? Why? 

5. How do you practice Jesus’ compassion for the poor? 

6. Many now speak about the “hidden poor.” Who might be the hidden poor in your community? 

7. Is there some way you would like to share with the poor in your community this week? 

 

Closing Prayer (a song by Frances Ridely Havergal, in the public domain) 

“Take my life and let it be  

consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

Take my moments and my days;  

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move  

at the impulse of thy love; 

Take my heart, it is thine own;  

it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my voice, and let me sing  

always only for my King; 

Take my intellect and use  

every power as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it thine;  

it shall be no longer mine. 

Take myself, and I will be  

ever only all for thee.”   

(Sign of the Cross) 
 
 


