
Bible Study 

Twentieth-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) Lord our God, you are the source of all wisdom. Help us to hear your 

guiding, encouraging voice in the words we read today. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to 

love you more, so that we see every situation through your eyes. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Re-connecting Question 

1. This week’s readings speak primarily about forgiveness. What is forgiveness – and what is it not? 

2. As you reflect back now, where do you see the hand of God in a bad thing that once happened to you?  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Sirach 27:30 – 28:7 

It’s unavoidable: people do things that hurt us or, at least, upset us. This reading, from a longer section in which 

Ben Sira speaks about relationships, addresses how we should react to those who do us harm. Writing less than 

200 years before Jesus was born, you will notice how similar his message is to that in today’s Gospel reading. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. According to the reading, what happens to those who take revenge for wrongs done to them? 

2. And, what happens to those who forgive wrongs done to them? 

3. Which of the 8 actions enumerated in verses 6 and 7 is the most difficult to do, in your opinion? Why? 

4. Verse 27:30 is striking! Discuss why we tend to hug wrath and anger tightly.  

5. So is verse 28:3. Isn’t the Lord all-merciful? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Romans 14:7-9 

Today concludes our 12 consecutive Sundays of reading from the Letter to the Romans. In the final chapters of 

the letter Saint Paul wrote about relationships within the Christian community. One cannot be a Christian and, 

by its very definition, live in isolation from others. In short, to live as a member of the Church requires that we 

strive to live in complete harmony with all others and with Christ, for we are all members of His Mystical Body. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. The six verses preceding this reading discuss how we act toward those who think or act differently than we 

do. What does that have to do with living for the Lord? In other words, what do you think Saint Paul was 

thinking when he wrote that “we live for the Lord, and…we die for the Lord”? 

2. What did Jesus do that made him the Master of both the living and the dead? 

3. What, then, is the basis on which we, the living, ought to make our decisions? 

 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:21-35 

The Hebrew Law required one to forgive an offending person 3 times before breaking off relationship with him 

or her. Peter probably felt that forgiving someone 7 times was extremely generous! The number 7 in the Jewish 

culture symbolized completeness. Seventy-seven times, then, meant completeness with no end. Peter’s reaction 

was probably the reason for Jesus’ telling the subsequent parable. The “huge amount” owed by the first servant 

is “10,000 talents” in the original Aramaic text. A talent was roughly 1 year’s wages; the servant owed more 

than he could possibly ever repay. The second servant owed 100 denarii, roughly 100 days wages. The 

concluding moral stresses the real reason one forgives – we have already been forgiven much by God. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. With which person in the reading would you most easily identify? Comment. 

2. How did the master learn about his servant’s lack of compassion? 

3. Which detail in the parable shows how easily we fall into sin? 

4. By having the master withdraw his forgiveness, what is Jesus saying God will do to those who refuse to 

forgive their brothers or sisters? 

5. God would have the right to demand satisfaction from us for our sins against Him. How can we repay God 

or make up for offending or rejecting Him? If you feel we can’t, who pays or paid that satisfaction for us? 

6. Since we say that Jesus died for our sins, why must we still suffer the consequences of our sinful choices 

once we have confessed them? How can those consequences actually help us in the long run? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Which is easier for you to do: to ask forgiveness of another or to extend genuine forgiveness? Why do you 

think that might be so? 

2. Is it possible to forgive someone without first loving that person? Explain. 

3. If you forgive someone for offending you (such as, your child or a friend speaking disrespectfully to you), 

what will keep that person from just doing it again? 

4. Do you feel that our obligation to be merciful with one another gives you freedom or restricts you? 

5. One writer said that the four qualities of peace, forgiveness, reconciliation, and unconditional love are a 

chain reaction. Put them in the proper order in which they actually occur within us.  

6. Does hearing the message of these readings give you hope and joy, or frustration? 

7. How would you apply these readings to any of the terrorist attacks of recent years? 

  

Closing Prayer  

O kind and merciful God, you are Master of the dead and the living. We live only because of your love. You 

have forgiven every sin for which we have ever repented, and you have made of us living reminders of your 

love and compassion; help us to be better examples of discipleship in the way we treat those around us. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Brother. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 
 


