
Bible Study 

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “We praise you, O Lord our God. All truth is from you, for you alone are 

the source of wisdom.  Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting 

the depth of your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Who welcomed you this week with the same warmth with which one would welcome Jesus himself? 

2. On the other hand, then, did you see or experience an example of true evil this week?  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 

This reading from the second chapter of the Book of Wisdom builds upon the thoughts in Chapter 1, where the 

anonymous author stresses that God is not the source of evil. Evil springs forth from within people, from self-

centeredness, fear, anger, and lust; evil exists solely for the satisfaction of the doer. Goodness, however, exposes 

evil. The very presence of goodness casts a revealing light on evil. Although the writer did not have Jesus in 

mind, we can see why early Christians saw a clear foreshadowing of Christ in these words. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. In what ways does a good person make life “inconvenient” for one who is intent upon his own desires? 

2. What is verse 19 proposing to test? (the answer is in verse 18) 

3. According to the reading, what will happen when evil persons try to torture and kill someone who is truly a 

disciple of God? 

4. What would move a person to take such horrible action instead of repenting for sins that have been pointed 

out by the good person? 

5. This reading might have been meant to strengthen and console an entire group of people. Who, for example? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: James 3:16-4:3 

Why do we do the sinful things that we do? This selected reading from the Letter of Saint James continues this 

week’s reflection on the presence of evil in the world and, indeed, its persistence, even within ourselves who are 

disciples of Jesus. The word that Saint James used for “passion” is the Greek word “hedone” from which comes 

our English word “hedonism, self-seeking pleasure.” Although this reading includes the end of Chapter 3 and 

the beginning of Chapter 4, it has a unified focus that peels back the cover which conceals the inner darkness of 

humanity. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. In a nutshell, why do we do unkind or unjust things to others? 

2. What does Saint James say are the characteristics that mark persons who act out of a sense of wisdom, a 

sense of knowing how God sees the situation? 

3. What, according to verse 3, is the wrong way or the wrong reason to ask for something in prayer? What, 

then, is the correct reason or way to pray for something? 

4. State what might be the common thread between this reading and the First Reading. 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 9:30-37 

The two parts of this reading may seem at first to have no connection with one another, but they do. Even 

though the apostles did not fully understand Jesus’ teaching about suffering and death, they immediately began 

jostling for position, to be the one important enough to be Jesus’ primary advisor after he came to power as the 

king of Israel. A near-by child became a perfect prop for Jesus’ response. Children are totally reliant on adults 

for their needs. Disciples of Jesus must be likewise reliant – on one another. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. The ‘journey” in this reading probably began near Mount Tabor. Find a map that shows you how far they 

walked from there to Capernaum. 

2. Which part of Jesus’s saying did the disciples not understand well enough to even ask for clarification? 



3. What would motivate someone (Jesus) to allow others to put him to death when he had the power to cast out 

evil spirits, heal incurable diseases, and raise the dead back to life? 

4. Children in Jewish and Greco-Roman societies had no power and no value or dignity except as property, 

more or less, of their parents. What was Jesus saying about himself when he said that to welcome a child 

was equal to welcoming him?  

5. And, what was he saying about a child’s true dignity and value? 

6. What is the connection between this reading and the theme of sin in the first two readings?  
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Have you ever been so afraid of suffering that you did something bad just to avoid it? How do you feel 

about that as you look back on it now? 

2. Which faults or vices seem to be most stubbornly rooted in your personality? How are they related to 

pleasures that you seek? 

3. In your own words, what is the value of suffering because of what one believes is true and correct? 

4. How does one discern what is God’s will? How do we know what God wants us to do in any situation? 

5. What is the difference between trying to be a good person, as opposed to trying to do good for other people? 

How does that apply to these readings? 

 

Closing Prayer – The Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi 

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope;  

where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O Divine Master grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen”   

(Sign of the Cross) 
 


