
Bible Study 

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “We praise you, O Lord our God. All truth is from you, for you 

alone are the source of wisdom. Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the 

peace of tasting the depth of your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love 

you more. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Question 

1. Think of something you did this week that was a visible response to your belief in Jesus as God and 

Lord. Share it if you can.  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 50:4c-9a 

This reading may sound familiar. The first 2/3 of it is also part of the First Reading on Palm Sunday each 

year. It is appropriate today because of its direct reflection of the Gospel reading, in which Jesus tells his 

apostles about the need for the Messiah to suffer in order to accomplish redemption. We do not know the 

actual author of this portion of the Book of Isaiah, nor do we know the full nature of his sufferings. We do 

believe, however, that his words apply as well to Jesus as they did to himself, and that they also speak for 

those in this 21st century who suffer for being disciples of Jesus, the Messiah, the Faithful One. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Would you call the tone of this reading one of boasting? If not, how would you describe it? 

2. Why do you think the prophet was treated this way? 

3. Point out what made it possible for the prophet to undergo such torture without backing down from 

what he knew was right.  

4. And how can he say he has not been disgraced after such violent treatment?  

5. Which sentence of this reading is the heart of this reading’s message? 

6. Locate passages from Chapter 8 of Saint Paul’s Letter to the Romans that are similar to some of these 

phrases? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: James 2:14-18 

These verses are often cited in the debate about the necessity of doing good works in order to be saved. 

Saint James was probably responding to members of the Christian community who were using the words 

of Saint Paul about “salvation by faith alone” as a justification for choosing to be quite self-centered in 

their lifestyle choices. Notice that James corrects their misunderstanding without condemning them, even 

calling them his “brothers and sisters.” Faith and good works cannot be separated, since faith always 

demands an active response.  
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. According to Saint James, will a person be saved who has made an intellectual choice to believe in 

Jesus as the Son of God and Lord of all, but who continues to violate the demands of charity? 

2. What role do the needs of others play in our knowing what good works we ought to do? 

3. No one can respond to every person’s every need. How does one know which needs God wants 

him/her to address? Look to the words of Saint James to help you answer that. 

4. What should we do about the needs of others that we ourselves are unable to meet? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 8:27-35 

Even though the events of this reading take place in the middle of the Gospel According to Saint Mark, 

they are a decisive moment. From this point on, Jesus moves steadily toward his passion, death, and 

resurrection in Jerusalem. From now on, much of Jesus’ teaching will be an explanation on what it means 

to be the Christ. Many would miss the arrival of the Promised One because they expected him to be a 

charismatic leader of military forces who freed the Jewish people from the political control of others and 

assumed the throne of David as the king of a new, mighty Israel. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 



1. Which verse in this reading stand out for you? Speak them without commenting further about them. 

2. Which words refer to a belief among many ancient Jews that one of the great prophets would come 

back from the dead to announce the arrival of the Promised One, the Messiah of God? 

3. What seems to be the difference, in Jesus’ mind, between asking the apostles what others are saying 

and asking what they themselves believe about him? Think of it from the apostles’ perspective. 

4. What do you think would have happened if the apostles had started telling other Jews that Jesus was 

the Christ for whom the Jewish people were waiting? (There is a hint in the commentary.) 

5. “Satan” is a strong word! What does Jesus’ use of it imply about his emotional response to what Peter 

was saying to him? 

6. What does it mean to “take up one’s cross”?  
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Go back now: find in these three readings words that identify the qualities of a faithful disciple. 

2. What sort of suffering does the Church endure today because of its faithfulness to Jesus’ teaching? 

3. What suffering has come to you as a direct result of your decision to be a disciple of Jesus? 

4. In that area or areas of discipleship living do you struggle? 

5. What is the connection between service to others and denying one’s self in order to take up one’s 

cross? 

6. Talk about some of the ways that you make others’ concerns your own priority – in your home, at 

your job, in your community, or within your parish. 

7. In what ways are those choices a form of losing your life for the sake of Jesus? 
 

Closing Prayer (a frequent, personal prayer of former UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold) 

“Lord, that I may be quieter, firmer, gentler, simpler. Amen.”   

(Sign of the Cross) 
 


