
Bible Study 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) Lord our God, you are the source of all wisdom. Help us to hear your 

guiding, encouraging voice in the words we read today. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to 

love you more, so that we see every situation through your eyes. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Re-connecting Question 

1. Do you ever remember being punished for something that someone else did? What was that like? 

2. When or where did you experience forgiveness this week? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Ezekiel 18:25–28 

There was a popular saying among the Jews who had been exiled to Babylon in 585 BC: “Fathers have eaten 

green grapes; thus their children’s teeth are on edge.” In other words, they were being punished for the sins of 

their ancestors, not for their own. God called Ezekiel to challenge their blindness to their own sin. Choosing sin 

is choosing spiritual death, choosing to be deprived of God. The consequences of sin are personal, not inherited. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Does God sometimes inflict punish on an entire group of people for the sins of a few or for the sins of their 

ancestors? Why or why not? 

2. Do the consequences of sin ever afflict those who did not commit the sin? What’s the difference from #1? 

3. What kind of dying is God referring to in verse 27? 

4. Which character flaw are the people displaying when they complain about others being rewarded for turning 

their life around after being noted sinners? 

5. How does God or should God deal with someone who makes a deathbed conversion? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-11 

It was common in ancient times for kings to be worshiped as gods. In fact, most demanded it of their subjects.  

Saint Paul stressed to the Church at Philippi – and stresses to us also – that Christ our King is a different kind of 

king. Jesus is humble, generous, and merciful. By the way, being “in the form of God” means that Jesus was 

“God’s perfect image.” 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. According to verse 4, what is the key element for achieving unity within the Church as a whole and within a 

local community? 

2. Now go back to verse 1 and identify 4 actions by which one makes that element a reality. 

3. Of what did Jesus empty himself? (verse 7) 

4. Suffering and rising to glory are what define Jesus as Lord. Explain how they also define us as his disciples. 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:28-32 

Our weekly reading of the Gospel of Matthew jumps ahead this week, into the middle of the 21st Chapter. We 

already heard, at the beginning of our celebration of Holy Week, about Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem 

on Palm Sunday. Our readings continue after that with an incident that is related only in Matthew’s Gospel. The 

chief priests and some of the elders challenged Jesus, because he had the entire city stirred up. Jesus answered 

their challenge with one of his own, this parable.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Identify a word or phrase that struck you during this reading. 

2. Which of the 2 sons in the parable is most like the priests and elders? 

3. To whom does Jesus compare the other son? 

4. Connect this Gospel reading to the First Reading.  On what basis will the prostitutes and tax collectors enter 

the kingdom of heaven before the Pharisees and the priests? 

5. Will the Pharisees and the priests enter the kingdom after them or not at all? Justify your answer. 

 

 



Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Have there been times when you were like one of the sons in the Gospel parable? 

2. Aelred Rosser wrote: “God’s way seems unfair only to those who cannot imagine unlimited goodness.” 

Would you agree with that?  Can you imagine unlimited goodness? 

3. We teach our children that no one can force them to commit a sin, nor can they accidently commit a sin.  

How do these Scripture readings support that teaching? 

4. Which is worse: to claim to be an atheist (belief in no God) or an agnostic (belief in a passive, uninterested 

God), while striving to be humble, compassionate, loving, and merciful; or to claim to be a (Catholic) 

Christian, while being self-centered, vain, and focused on living a comfortable life? Why do you say that? 

5. In addition to speaking about God’s mercy, these readings also say much about being true to one’s word. 

Give examples of promises you have made and then have had to live out for an extended period of time. 

Which Christian virtues have helped you to be faithful to your word? 

6. Are there virtues which you would ask God to strengthen in you in order to be more faithful? 

 

Closing Prayer  

God our Father, you have revealed the beauty of your power through your humility and your repeated 

forgiveness of our sins. Continue to fill us with your gifts of love. May the power of this love enable us to bring 

your pardon and your kingdom to all we meet. We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus, through the grace of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 
 


