
Bible Study 

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; you alone are the source of wisdom.  

Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of your 

goodness, as you lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. How would your closest friends describe your personality? 

2. Was there a time this week when your goodness was tested? How did God help you through that? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Sirach 27:4-7 

Sirach wrote down a collection of wise sayings, some his own observations and some from the wisdom of his 

culture, which his grandson Jesus Ben Sirach later translated from Hebrew into Greek. (Because the only 

manuscripts available are the Greek translation, Orthodox Jews and some Protestant Churches do not accept this 

book as part of the inspired canon of the Old Testament.) These particular verses were chosen for today because 

of how closely they reflect the message of the Gospel. “The proof is in the pudding,” as the proverb says. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Explain the image in verse 4 and how our inner selves are like a bushel of newly harvested wheat. 

2. Then explain how the heat of difficult experiences reveals our true selves like the beauty of a clay pot is not 

clear until it is fired in the kiln. 

3. Can one truly trust a person’s words to know what they are really like? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:54-58 

This reading is the last half of one that is sometimes read at funerals. It is part of Saint Paul’s instruction about 

the resurrection of the dead and everlasting life, which we began reading 2 weeks ago. Verse 55 quotes the Old 

Testament prophet Hosea comparing death to a scorpion that stings us because of our sins. Even though we all 

still sin, Jesus’ death and resurrection cut off the stinger, as it were, from death so that we can be raised up on 

the last day in a glorified body. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud.  

1. To what does the word “this” in the first sentence refer? 

2. Since most (except for some privileged saints) begin to experience the decay of their bodies at the time of 

death, when will our bodies become incorruptible, as Saint Paul promises will happen? 

3. Saint Paul stated several times in his letters that the Law gave sin its power, because those who attempt to 

earn salvation by keeping all God’s laws are doomed because all of us sin, offending gravely the God who 

gave the law. We can’t save ourselves. How does that apply to verse 57? 

4. Apply verse 58 to the sentiment of the 4 verses leading up to it. 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 6:39-45 

As we near the end of Saint Luke’s account of the Sermon on the Plain, he gathers together a series of loosely-

related teachings about being genuinely good people, not merely people who say what sounds good, but lack the 

integrity to be what they suggest they are. Saint Matthew also included these verses in his account of the Sermon 

on the Mount. The words would have been especially stinging to the Pharisees and scribes who were supposed 

to be the religious leaders. As Saint Luke wrote them, they would also have applied to some Gentiles who had 

become Christians, but still held on to some pagan ways – and surely they apply to us, as well. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. From these 5 teachings choose 1 that touches you today, either because you make a conscious effort to live 

it out or because it challenges you in a particular way. 

2. Which of the teachings used exaggeration to make a strong point, a popular Jewish figure of speech? 

3. Is Jesus saying in the third teaching that we are arrogant if we recognize the faults of another person? Or is 

there another, even worse level of arrogance being addressed? 

4. Although these 5 teachings address how we treat other people, show how each one also applies to our 

relationship with God? 



5. What is the connection between bearing good fruit and the mercy of Jesus? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Think of other sayings which echo the proverb, “Every tree is known by its fruit.” 

2. Do you find that proverb to be reassuring, or threatening, or challenging or something else? 

3. How might we choose to act when we feel frustrated by habitual sins that we can’t seem to break away 

from? 

4. If, as Saint Paul says, it is impossible to earn heaven by being good, why should we even bother to try to be 

good? 

5. If you have ever been present when a loved one died or have been reassured in some way by a loved one 

who died, explain how that experience reinforced your belief in life after death. 

6. How hard do you find it to ignore, rather than trying to correct, faults in others? Why is that, in your 

opinion? 

7. Choose one verse from these 3 readings that you would like to focus on living out more fully this week. 
 

Closing Prayer 

Good and gracious Father, give us humble hearts that are open to your direction and willing to follow your ways 

instead of our own. Give us strength to be faithful when the tribulations of life test the depth of our commitment 

to you. And fill us with hope for the joys of eternal life, where you live and reign with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


