
Bible Study 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence and ask you to send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer. May we 

come to know you more fully and be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Tell about one thing that gave you happiness this past week? Is that a typical source of joy for you? 

2. Have you ever experienced being treated as “second class”? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 66:10-14c 

Near the end of the 6th century BC the anonymous author of Chapters 56-66 of the Book of Isaiah, called “Third 

Isaiah” because he wrote in the “spirit of Isaiah,” spoke these words of encouragement to the Hebrew people 

who had just returned from more than 40 years of exile in Babylon. They were to look to “Mother Jerusalem” 

for healing, for there they would be nurtured by “Mother God” as they began to flourish once more.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Who or what was Jerusalem mourning until now, and therefore what was to be the cause of her rejoicing? 

2. When they heard this proclamation, what emotional images do you think would have come to the minds of 

people who had longed for many years to return from exile? In addition, what are the concrete things that 

they might think were going to happen? 

3. In what sense might the newly returning exiles have been spiritually much like newborn infants? 

4. How do you feel about the use of feminine images of Jerusalem and of God, such as those seen here? 

5. Explain, if you can, the connection between “the Lord’s power” and these nurturing images of God? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Galatians 6:14-18 

This Sunday we complete a series of 5 readings from Saint Paul’s letter to the Church in Galatia. Previously, he 

had been defending his own worthiness to preach the Gospel as an Apostle and asserting again the reasons why 

men did not have to be circumcised according to Jewish Law (become Jews first) when they and their families 

became Christians. In effect he says here at the end of the letter, “No more debate about this circumcision 

matter; it is a dead issue. The suffering I have endured on behalf of Jesus gives me the authority to say so!” 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. When a man becomes one of God’s Chosen People, a Jew by faith, all women in the family (considered as 

“belonging” to the lead male) also become Jewish when he undergoes circumcision. By which ritual does a 

person become a Christian, one of God’s adopted sons or daughters? Are any others automatically included? 

2. What does Saint Paul mean when he says that we have become a “new creation”? 

3. What do you think he means by “the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world”? 

4. Tradition holds that Saint Paul was not given the stigmata, the wounds of Christ, on his own body. Read 2 

Corinthians 11:23-25 for a possible clue to his remark: “I bear the marks [that is, “scars”] of Jesus on my 

body.”  

5. How does one “boast in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ”? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 10:1-12 and 17-20 

The Gospels according to Matthew, Mark, and Luke all tell of the Twelve being sent by Jesus’ to preach on his 

behalf. Only Luke, however, includes this additional story of Jesus’ later also sending out 72 missionaries. Since 

the number 12 was considered symbolic of all the Jewish people, descendants of the 12 sons of Jacob, Luke 

might very well be stressing the universal nature of the Gospel with the additional 72 being sent out later. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Without explanation, speak a word or phrase that touches you from this reading. 

2. In what way is the mission of the 72 very similar to the mission of John the Baptist? 

3. What were they to learn through the experience of going out with no money, no food, and no extra clothing?  

4. What was to be the final message for those who refused to welcome the missionaries? 



5. Verse 17 contains a hint about what might have been the original attitude of the 72 when they heard Jesus 

tell them what they were to do. What was might that attitude have been? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. All 3 readings for today speak of joy and rejoicing. Go back to each one and identify the source of that joy. 

2. If you were forced to move to another country because of your Christian faith, how would you keep that 

faith alive in yourself and in your family? 

3. In what sense is your daily work a missionary activity on behalf of Jesus? Explain. 

4. Identify the aspects of your personality that make you effective in proclaiming the Gospel. 

5. What do you also have to leave behind in order to be more effective at evangelizing? 

6. Do you think it is possible to live our faith without getting a few “scars” in the process? Talk about some of 

your own “scars.” 

7. What are the advantages of doing ministry with another person or with a group instead of doing it alone?  

8. Does that prompt you to want to change anything? 
 

Closing Prayer   

We praise you, O Holy Spirit, God of peace, for you are the source of all that brings us deep joy. Strengthen our 

resolve to live each day in such a way that our lives give witness to our faith in Christ and to His desire to be 

Lord of all people. We ask this in the name of Jesus and the Father, with whom you are one God forever. Amen. 

(Sign of the Cross) 


