
Bible Study 

Second Sunday of Advent, cycle b 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord God, when your people wandered in the darkness of sin, you came 

as the True Light to live among them and reveal to them the God whom they longed to know. Sometimes the 

darkness of sin still lures us from the path of light. Light our path again today with the truth of your Word, 

revealing yourself to us so that we might prepare well for your coming. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. When or how did God reveal Himself to you this week? 

2. Recall from your past an experience of waiting which was difficult for you. What was that like for you? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 

This reading is taken from the part of the Book of Isaiah that is sometimes called the Book of Consolation. The 

prophet was speaking to the Jewish people in captivity in Babylon. Their hardships were about to come to an 

end. They would return to their homeland feeling like royalty for whom the hills had been lowered and the roads 

had been made smoother; and the best part was that the Lord himself would lead his people back home. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Which of these words would you say best describes the mood of this reading: victorious, tender, celebrating, 

relief, or vengeful? 

2. What was the “service” that the Jewish people had been forced to render? 

3. Even though it had been the Babylonian troops who had forced the Jews into exile, to whom does the 

prophet attribute the decision to punish them so severely for their infidelity to God? 

4. When the prophet says that the way is prepared for the Lord and “Here comes with power the Lord God,” 

about whom is he really speaking in symbolic language? In other words, in whom is God embodied by this 

glorious return to the land of Israel? (If you need a hint, look at the next question.) 

5. Can you make a connection between that image and St. Paul writing that all the baptized make up the Body 

of Christ? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14 

During the majority of the liturgical year the Church gives us a sequential reading of one of the New Testament 

letters as the Second Reading. However, for the Sundays of Advent she has chosen one to match thematically 

with the First Reading and the Gospel. In this selection Saint Peter is assuring his readers that the end of the 

world will bring judgment for all and that people of faith should not be frightened at that thought. He also says 

that it ought to “scare the hell out of” those who are not living faith-filled lives. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. According to this reading, what is the Lord patiently waiting to be accomplished before he returns? 

2. In what way will the return of Christ be “like a thief”? 

3. How should one prepare for the dissolution of the world as we know it and the revelation of everything a 

person has ever done? 

4. What will be the consequence of faith-filled living? And, the consequence for living a life of sin? 

5. Does the first sentence of the reading help you to understand better the timelessness of heaven? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8 

Saint Mark did not include a Nativity narrative in his Gospel. He began with John the Baptist heralding the start 

of Jesus’ 3 years of ministry proclaiming the Kingdom of God. The appearance of John on this Second Sunday 

of Advent helps to bridge the double focus of Advent: preparing for the return of the Lord in judgment and 

preparing to celebrate the anniversary of the birth of Jesus. John was preparing the people for the appearance of 

the Messiah very soon and also urged them to get their lives in order – to repent – before their lives were over.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Speak aloud a word or verse that caught your attention.  Comment if you wish. 

2. For which kind of return was John helping the people to prepare? How does that fit with the First Reading 

and with our observance of Advent? 



3. Point out something that might have attracted so many people to hear John preach. 

4. How did John’s baptism of repentance differ from the baptism into the Body of Christ which we received? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. When it comes to faith, how good are you at waiting to know what God wants you to do or at waiting to 

understand how God will bring good out of some tragedy? In other words, how patient are you?  

2. Peter wrote that actions have consequences. Do you believe in hell? Is hell a consequence which one 

chooses or is it a consequence imposed by an angry God? 

3. Give examples of actions that would merit an eternity of suffering the torture of being permanently cut off 

from the tender love of the Good Shepherd? 

4. John called the people to repentance in order that they might be ready to receive the Good News that Jesus 

would preach. Do you find that the Sacrament of Reconciliation helps you to receive or to understand better 

God’s wishes for your life? 

5. Can you imagine why the Church would want us to feel comforted by the Sacrament of Reconciliation? 

6. Is there any part of your life that needs reforming before you can celebrate genuinely the coming of the Lord 

among us at Christmas? Where might you start that process? 
 

Closing Prayer  

My God, I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, I have sinned 

against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your help, to confess my sins, to do 

penance, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Savior Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. In his name, 

my God, have mercy. Amen. 


