
Bible Study 

First Sunday of Advent, cycle b 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord God, when your people wandered in the darkness of sin, you came 

as the True Light to live among them and reveal to them the God whom they longed to know. Sometimes the 

darkness of sin still lures us from the path of light. Light our path with the truth of your Word again today, 

revealing yourself to us so that we might prepare well for your coming. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. The Church calls Advent “a time of devout and joyful expectation.” Do you find that to be true? Explain. 

2. When do you feel God to be most near? In what sort of situations do you feel far away from God? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2b-7 

Chapters 40-66 of the Book of Isaiah have long been understood as having special significance for the season of 

Advent. This portion of the book was written at a time when the Hebrew people had been conquered by foreign 

powers and many had been enslaved; many had turned away from the faithful practice of their faith. The author 

offered them a vision of hope: the Lord had not forgotten them. Soon God would call them back to faithfulness 

and rescue them from their misery. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Find the 4 ways enumerated in the reading in which the people had offended God?  

2. What do you think it means that “all our good deeds are like polluted rags”? 

3. When God came to return his people to their homeland, what changes would he hopefully find among them? 

4. What would prompt a person who had been leading a sinful life to beg God to come and be with him? What 

sort of relationship, then, is the prophet claiming on behalf of his people? 

5. In the final verse, what might a potter do with a beloved vessel that has become broken or misshapen? How 

might that apply to the rest of this reading? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Advent is always a liturgical season with a double vision: preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus over 2000 

years ago and preparing to greet Jesus when he comes again at the end of time. This reading, like most during 

the first weeks of Advent, points us toward the latter. Paul likes what he sees in the Church he established in 

Corinth, even though they have some problems to address. They are on the right path to eternal happiness. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. At what point during the Mass do we frequently hear that opening verse used? 

2. Who planted the “testimony of Christ” among the Church at Corinth? 

3. Point to specific phrases that name what the people there have done with that initial seed of faith?. 

4. Advent is a season of waiting and preparing. For what are the Corinthians waiting and how are they 

preparing? 

5. Even though God will be faithful to the end, why do we find it difficult to keep ourselves firm in the faith? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 13:33-37 

Today’s Gospel is remarkably similar in tone to those we just heard on the last 3 Sundays of the Church year. It 

even uses several of the same images that were in the 3 parables we heard on those Sundays. Many of the early 

Christians expected Christ to return shortly to take them to heaven with him and to destroy the remainder of the 

earth. Thirty years after Jesus’ death and resurrection, the evangelist Mark had to remind them of these words of 

Jesus so that they, in their anticipation, would not waste the time God had given them on this earth. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading out loud. 

1. Share a verse or phrase that stood out for you in this reading.  Comment if you wish. 

2. What are we to watch for, according to this reading? 

3. The gatekeeper watched while the rest of the servants slept or went about other work. Are you a gatekeeper 

or one of the other servants? If the latter, who serves as your gatekeeper? 

4. Martin Connell wrote: “God waits for humanity to recognize the fullness of life; humanity waits for the 

revelation of God.” Where do you see that reflected in this Gospel reading”? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. What do you try to do on a regular basis to help you be alert to the fact that we are not on this earth forever? 

2. Do you find it to be frightening or comforting that you have no way of knowing when the Lord will return 

for you?  

3. While you wait for the Lord to call you out of this life, what is the unique, special task or responsibility with 

which He has entrusted you? 

4. Is it your experience that God is faithful to his covenant with you even in those times when you were not 

faithful to him? Can you elaborate on that? 

5. Is it true that, if we live in expectation of good things, they will happen? Why is that so? 

6. Ann Wolf says that “Advent is a time of becoming.” What have you been becoming over the last year or so? 

What do you desire to become during this Advent? 

 
 

Closing Prayer (adapted from the Blessing of the Advent Wreath) 

Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ. He is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples; he is the 

wisdom that teaches and guides us; he is the Savior of every nation. Lord God, let your blessing come upon us 

as we attempt to be more alert to your presence during this Advent season. May the traditional signs of this 

season be for us a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. May he come quickly and not delay. We ask 

this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


