
Bible Study 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you, for you alone are the source of 

wisdom. Give us, we pray, the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the 

depth of your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. Was there a time this week when you reached out to include someone who might have felt left out?  

2. Can you share about a time when you felt like an outcast? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46 

Leprosy was probably the worst thing that could happen to a person in ancient Jewish society. The disease 

progressively ate away one’s flesh until the person was grotesquely disfigured by the time death occurred. Even 

worse was the social stigma of the disease.  Since there was no known cure, lepers were separated from the rest 

of society, including their loved ones, lest others catch it too. In addition, illness of any kind was seen at that 

time as punishment for sins, which meant that lepers were not allowed to participate in community worship 

either, since they were ritually unclean.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. How do you feel after hearing this reading? 

2. Before discussing this reading, look ahead to the next chapter of Leviticus. Not all sores turned out to be 

incurable leprosy. If one did recover from the sores, there was a purification ritual that readmitted the person 

to society and to the temple. Note the “guilt offering” mentioned in verse 12. What does that confirm for 

you? 

3. Who was the only person authorized to confirm that an illness was likely leprosy? 

4. Where did lepers live? 

5. In what ways would the actions described in verse 44 of this reading further separate one from society? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 

This reading comes from the conclusion of a longer discussion about whether it was appropriate for believers to 

eat meat from an animal that had been sacrificed to a pagan god or goddess. Pagan worship frequently included 

a feast that included the meat of the sacrificed animal. Saint Paul concluded his response to the question by 

making a much broader application to the issue. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Which three words in verse 32 really sum up the entire point for Saint Paul? 

2. What should be our only reason for doing anything? 

3. And what does that mean in practical terms? 

4. What does Saint Paul say was his reason for any action that he had chosen? 

5. Considering what you have now discussed, state the last verse in your own words, expressing what Saint 

Paul meant – without the bragging tone that comes through (incorrectly) in our translation. 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 1:40-45 

Jesus came to establish a new world order, a new way for persons relate to one another. He showed us how to 

make the just choice, how to do the right thing, regardless of how others might react to that. Notice that Jesus 

did not refer to any sin that the man might have committed to cause his illness, but does instruct the fellow to 

make the sin offering so that the priests will readmit him to the temple. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Choose a significant, three-word phrase from this reading and speak it aloud. 

2. What does the leper’s first statement reveal about him? 

3. Why does the healed leper need to show himself to a priest at the temple? 

4. At what point in this incident did Jesus cause himself to become ritually unclean? 

5. What do you think Jesus “warned” the man about? (the next sentence is probably a hint) 



Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Who are the “lepers” in our society, those who are avoided, told to go away or stay away, or are rarely 

touched? 

2. Is there a person or a group of persons whom you find yourself treating as if they were “lepers”? 

3. If that was difficult to answer, consider for a moment: why it is sometimes so hard for us to acknowledge 

that we feel we must avoid certain persons? 

4. There is another thread that runs through all three readings – namely, the way our own lives affect those of 

others. In what ways do our eating habits, our choice of clothing, the amount or manner in which we drive, 

what we watch on TV, or even our attendance at Mass affect other people? 

5. How can one determine whether the motivation for his/her actions is “for the good of others” or for one’s 

own benefit? 

6. How will you publicize God’s goodness to you this week? 
 

Closing Prayer  

“Lord Jesus Christ, you became one of us in order to reveal to us the immensity of God’s love and mercy. If you 

wish, you can make us clean of all the sins and hesitancies that prevent our being as close to you as you desire. 

Heal our brokenness and we shall proclaim your goodness far and near. We lift this prayer to the Father and the 

Holy Spirit with whom you are One God for ever and ever. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 

 


