
Bible Study 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; you alone are the source of wisdom.  

Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read and the peace of tasting the depth of your goodness, 

as you lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Share a recent experience of God’s closeness to you. 

2. Did you ever have to do something for which you received more criticism than appreciation? How did you 

deal with that? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 

Today’s readings deal with being called by God to a way of living that brings some difficulty. The book of 

Jeremiah begins with the account of the young man’s call to the role of prophet in Judah, the southern kingdom 

during the time the Jews were divided into 2 kingdoms. In the omitted verses we would have heard Jeremiah 

protest that he was much too young to be God’s spokesperson. However, God assured him in this selection that 

Jeremiah would never be alone in his role; the Holy Spirit of God would always be with him to give direction.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. How is it possible that God knew Jeremiah even before he was conceived in his mother’s womb? 

2. Which verse states the role of God’s prophet regardless of who that is? 

3. How will the Jewish people react to Jeremiah’s words of prophecy from God? 

4. What is the difference between God “appointing” Jeremiah as prophet and God forcing him to take on that 

role or creating him solely for that purpose? 

5. What would God have likely done if Jeremiah had refused? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 

Although this reading is frequently proclaimed at weddings, Saint Paul did not write it to describe romantic love 

exclusively. He wrote this famous poem immediately after he had described the Christian people as the Body of 

Christ, each part as important to the integrity of the whole as all of the other parts, and each person gifted by the 

Holy Spirit in a way that builds up the Church in a specific way. How accurate is his teaching that all of the 

parts and all of the gifts of the Body of Christ are held together by love which mirrors God’s love for them all! 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Looking back on verses 27-30, what are the greatest spiritual gifts to which Saint Paul refers in verse 31? 

2. What do you think Saint Paul means when he says that we should “strive for the greatest gifts”? Does he 

want us to compete with each other to acquire as many gifts as we can? 

3. In practical terms, what happens to a person who has great talents, but does not use them in love toward 

others? 

4. Who or what is the “perfect” to which Saint Paul refers in verse 10? 

5. Which verse implies that, when we love, we see Jesus in other people? 

6. Name the three theological virtues upon which all other gifts and virtues depend. (Hint: see verse 13) 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 4:21-30 

Repeating the final verse of last Sunday’s Gospel reading, we continue to read about Jesus’ first return to his 

home town after beginning his life’s mission of proclaiming the Kingdom of God. Talk about a tough audience! 

While the people liked the message he spoke, they also knew his family roots (so they thought anyway!) and 

could not understand how this hometown boy, trained as a woodworker, could be the Promised Messiah. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which verse from this reading is the most disturbing for you to hear? 

2. What would the proverb, “Physician, heal thyself” mean in the context of this situation? 

3. Were the widow from Sidon and the leper from Syria members of the Jewish faith? This is why the people 

felt insulted by Jesus’ comment! 



4. Notice that Jesus did not say that he would work no miracles in Nazareth; rather, the people became angry 

when he implied the breadth of his mission. Looking again at verses 26-28, whom else will Jesus include in 

his mission? 

5. What misunderstanding about being God’s Chosen People is revealed by the crowd’s reaction? 

6. Can you point out a similar misunderstanding that we sometimes hear among Catholics or among Christians 

in general? 

7. Scripture scholars say there is foreshadowing of Easter in Jesus’ escape here. Do you see it? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. What theme do you see connecting these three readings? 

2. Name several modern-day prophets (Catholic and not) who have encountered resistance to God’s message 

of Truth. 

3. “The best cure for complacency is vulnerability.” Do you agree with that adage? How might that saying be 

applied in these three readings? 

4. Give an example of a time when being a disciple of Jesus was difficult or dangerous for you. Why did you 

not just give up? Or, did you? 

5. For what purpose would God say that he created and appointed you? 

6. What will you do this week in order to fulfill that purpose? 
 

Closing Prayer  

“Almighty God and Father, you have created us to become holy and to do our own small part in building up 

your Kingdom. We pray that even the small details of our lives, because of your presence, will speak about your 

love and about your call for us to live lives of love toward others. May we live in such a way that our every 

action shines with the light of your presence and that those who see us see you instead. Grant this through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


