
Bible Study 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you, for you alone are the source of 

wisdom. Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of 

your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. When did you have to steward carefully this week something that God has entrusted to you? 

2. How good are you at leaving some things undone in order to focus on other things? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Job 7:1-4, 6-7 

The Book of Job is a fictional story written to teach a moral. It is more of a poetic drama than a short story. Our 

reading begins after Satan had received permission from God to test Job’s patience by causing the death of most 

of his family, his employees, and his livestock. For good measure Satan inflicted Job with boils that covered his 

entire body. What we read here is Job’s response to God after both his wife and his best friends began to insist 

that he must have done something horribly sinful to merit such misfortune. They asked, “If you didn’t sin, how 

can you have faith in God after He allowed this to happen to you?”  
 

Read the First Reading aloud, including the omitted verse 5, which may add fullness to what you read. 

1. Name the human emotions that you hear Job expressing in this prayer. 

2. Has Job lost faith in God? 

3. What good does it do to pray in words like these? Shouldn’t Job be afraid of God’s reaction? Would you? 

4. How would you answer Job’s basic question: “Why do bad things happen to good people?” 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23 

Saint Paul was sometimes criticized for not accepting payment in return for his preaching the Gospel. Critics 

said it showed that he had no confidence in what he preached. His response might sound like bragging, although 

he would have soundly deny that. For Saint Paul, what we read here is an explanation of the compulsion he felt 

and the obligation he had to tell others about Jesus Christ – in whatever manner would be most clear to them. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. Include verses 20 and 21, if you wish. 

1. In regards to verse 16, how does an athlete feel if he or she does not exercise? How does a singer feel if he 

or she does not sing? How would Saint Paul have felt, then, if he did not preach the Gospel? 

2. Stewardship implies a responsibility to another. Express verse 17, then, in your own words. 

3. In what way did not accepting payment for his ministry give Paul a certain freedom to preach the truth? 

4. What do you think he means when he says that, in preaching, he has made himself a slave to all? 

5. What is the reward in which Saint Paul hoped to share? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 1:29-39 

The incident which we read here follows immediately after the preaching and healing that we read about last 

Sunday. Following prayers in the synagogue, Jesus walked a short distance (remember, it was the Sabbath) to 

the home of 2 of his new disciples. We get a peek at the demands that others’ expectations already placed on 

Jesus. You might notice a strong parallel to the sentiments expressed by Saint Paul in the Second Reading. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which word or phrase especially caught your attention in this reading? Care to comment? 

2. What appears to be Jesus’ motivation for healing Peter’s mother-in-law? 

3. During which earlier incident would most of the people in verses 32-34 have heard Jesus preach and 

realized that he could heal with equal authority? 

4. Why do you think Jesus refused to allow demons to reveal his full identity as the Son of God? (Was he too 

proud to allow testimony from evil spirits? Was he afraid that the truth might mislead people about the real 

mission for which God had sent him? Was he trying to remain an intriguing prophet for as long as possible?)  

5. How would you explain Jesus’ possible reason for healing “many who were sick,” not all, and for moving 

on to other towns when his presence was still wanted there in Capernaum? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. The First Reading for a Sunday is always chosen to have a thematic connection to the Gospel. What is the 

connection (and the lesson for us) between those 2 readings this week? 

2. How do you prioritize what to do and what not to do, when you are faced with a difficult choice? How do 

you know which one is God’s will? 

3. How can one be a faithful Christian servant without feeling taken advantage of by others or by God? 

4. Job learned a great deal about God during his sufferings? What have you learned about God from your own 

experience of suffering? 

5. Have you been able to draw on your own experience of suffering to reach out to another who was suffering 

too? 

6. What advantage does taking time for prayer offer during a busy time or during a time of suffering? How 

good are you at taking prayer time during those kinds of times? 

7. What is your prayer like during difficult times? Could you learn something from Job? 
 

Closing Prayer (based on 2 Corinthians 1:3 and a prayer from the ritual for Communion to the Sick) 

“We praise you, O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! You comfort us in all our afflictions so that we 

might know how to comfort those who suffer like us. Give us courage and trust during times of affliction. Help 

us to believe that our sufferings can be a sharing in your own cross and a pathway to greater holiness. We ask 

this in Jesus’ name. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


