
Bible Study 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle b 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you, for you alone are the source of 

wisdom.  Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of 

your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. Who has been a mentor or role model for you? 

2. Where did you experience God’s call this week? What did God ask you to do? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19 

The only child of middle-aged parents, Samuel had been dedicated to the Lord in thanksgiving at a very early 

age. He grew up in the temple, a helper to Eli and his student as well. Samuel was still a young teen when the 

incident in this reading took place, but it set the stage for the rest of his life. He became a bold, faithful prophet 

for the Lord and, at God’s direction, anointed the first 2 kings of Israel, Saul and David. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. What strikes you about the Lord’s reaction to Samuel’s mistaken response to the first 3 times He called? 

2. Identify Eli’s role in Samuel’s response to the Lord’s call. What might have happened if Eli had not done 

this?  

3. What important point might we draw from this for ourselves? 

4. What is the effect on Samuel’s life after he opens his heart to God’s call? 

5. Does that mean that Samuel’s life was without difficulty or challenge from that day on? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20 

Today we begin a series of readings from Saint Paul’s first letter to the Church community around Corinth, a 

series that will continue until the Sunday before Ash Wednesday. A seaport city, Corinth was notorious for its 

sexual immorality. The tone of this portion of Paul’s letter tells us that Baptism did not remove all temptation 

from the early Christians any more than it does for us. Instead of scolding and shaming, Paul addressed the 

conduct with strong words of teaching, reminding them that there are very good reasons why followers of Jesus 

make choices that differ from those of society in general. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud, beginning with the last sentence of verse 13 and, for fullness, read all the way 

through to the end of verse 20. 

1. Restate the first sentence in your own words. 

2. How did our bodies become temples of the Holy Spirit? (see Chapter 12, verse13) 

3. Since we are physically and spiritually a part of the Body of Christ, whom do we offend directly when we 

use our bodies to sin? (more than one answer will be correct) 

4. Following Saint Paul’s logic, then, we should reverence our own bodies as well as those of others. How 

might one “glorify God” – as he states it – with one’s body? 

5. Where in this reading is the element of this week’s Scriptural theme of “call”? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 1:35-42 

Although the Gospel According to Mark will be read on most Sundays of this year, because it is shorter we will 

also have an occasional reading from the Gospel According to John, as we do today. It is fitting that we begin 

Ordinary Time with a reading from the very beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. The calling of the first 

disciples is recorded in all 4 Gospels, but only John’s account includes John the Baptist in the narration. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Choose a word or a phrase that caught your attention? 

2. John the Baptist is the first person to call Jesus “the Lamb of God.” Read Exodus 12:3, 6,-8, 11-13. Then 

find and read Isaiah 53: 7 and 10. What is John implying when he calls Jesus by this new title? 



3. Notice the gentleness in Jesus’ reply to the men’s first question. How much time did they probably spend 

with him that first day together? 

4. Andrew is the first person to call Jesus “the Messiah,” which means “the anointed one.” In Jewish tradition, 

there were 2 public roles to which God might call a person which, then, began with the person being 

anointed. What were those 2 roles? (hint: see the commentary for First Reading) 

5. Changing one’s name in the Jewish tradition signified a new purpose or identity in life. How is Simon’s new 

name appropriate for his new identity or purpose? (It also gives us a hint at Jesus’ sense of humor.) 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 
1. Have you ever felt clearly called by God for a very specific talk or role? Tell about it. 

2. God calls us to life-vocations that are perfectly suited for bringing us happiness. What personal gift do you 

possess that helps you the most in your life-vocation? 

3. How does your life-vocation build up the Body of Christ by making life better for others? 

4. How do other life-vocations – single, married, consecrated religious, priesthood – complement (“fill out”) 

your own life-vocation? 

5. How has your choice to be a deliberate, more faithful follower of Jesus changed your life? 

6. What choices do you consciously make in order to treat your body as a temple of the Holy Spirit? Does that 

also build up the Body of Christ by making you a better Christian? 

 

Closing Prayer  

“Holy and eternal God, we praise you, for from one generation to the next you are our refuge and our strength. 

In your great wisdom you have called each of us to a life of service. In your immense love, which is beyond our 

grasping, you strengthen us with your grace for the tasks of each day. Make firm our hope and grant us at the 

end of life the rest that is assured for all who love you. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.”  (Sign of 

the Cross) 


