
  Bible Study 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; for you alone are the source of all 

wisdom. Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and the peace of tasting the depth of 

your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Questions 

1. Tell about one way that you experienced God’s faithfulness or God’s persistence this week. 

2. Do you recall ever reading or hearing a passage of Scripture and getting the feeling that these centuries- old 

words were meant precisely for you?  Talk or journal about that experience.  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-11 

This portion of the Book of Isaiah is the work of an anonymous prophet who continued the work of Isaiah. He 

wrote from among the Jewish people who had been forced into exile by the conquering Babylonians in 597 BC. 

The words we read today lie in the middle of a prophecy of hope. God has promised that their exile would end 

soon, and the prophet does not want them to lose heart while they wait to be allowed to return to their homeland. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Try to put the poetic language of this reading into your own words: how is God’s word like rain? 

2. Would you say that the image of God’s word here is an active one or a passive one?  How so? 

3. What are the qualities of a good farmer that are being attributed to God in this reading? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Romans 8:18-23 

This is a somewhat difficult reading. Saint Paul was writing to the Christians in Rome, who were already 

beginning to experience persecution, both from Jews and from the pagan Roman government. He reminded 

them that Baptism is not the achievement of our redemption, only entrance into the promise which will not be 

fulfilled until we die. And he assured them that the reward will make the difficulty worth enduring faithfully. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What does verse 18 mean to you? 

2. According to Saint Paul, what do many people strive to achieve in this life, but without success because 

really it can only achieved in eternity? 

3. Saint Paul suggests that creation itself looks forward to the Last Day. How will creation participate in the 

day of final redemption? 

4. What do you think Saint Paul means by “the first-fruits of the Spirit” that are ours through Baptism? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:1-23 

Jesus lived among an agricultural people, familiar with the patterns of nature. An example of Jesus’ practical 

knowledge of nature lies in his decision to sit in a boat so that his voice could bounce off the water, a natural 

amplifier, and be heard more easily by the very large crowd. Another example is his use of the simple task of 

sowing grain to explain the effectiveness of God’s word. There is a double meaning here if we consider that 

Saint John also called Jesus the “Word of God.” 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Identify the 4 different ways that people respond to Jesus’ teaching. 

2. Verse 12 does not refer to material wealth. To what does it refer? 

3. Verse 13 was not meant as a harsh condemnation, but rather as a sympathetic explanation.  Reword it so that 

it sounds like that. 

4. According to verses 11-17, what made the apostles and the other close disciples different from most people 

who heard Jesus’ preaching? 

5. The seed in this parable is often interpreted as being the word of God; looking carefully at verses 18-23, do 

you see the possible double meaning of the seed that is being sown? 



6. Some scholars maintain that the latter 2 sections of this story were added later to the parable itself.  Do you 

see any evidence of that? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Over all, what kind of soil would you say that you have been for God’s Word in your life? 

2. Can you think of a time when you deliberately chose to be “poor soil” for God’s word, rather than being 

“good soil”? 

3. Why do you think so many people still do not accept the teaching that Jesus is the Messiah of God, the 

Redeemer, the one who showed us the true path to happiness? 

4. When you think of the good things you have accomplished, how much of it was your own skill and effort, 

and how much of it was God’s doing?  

5. Is there any aspect of your life that causes you to groan under the strain of life’s burden? 

6. How hard is it for you to trust that God will be faithful to you and to his promises – without fail? 

7. Is there something specific you want to do this week in order to become better soil? 

 

Closing Prayer: a paraphrase of Psalm 65:10-14   

 You have worked the soil of my heart, Lord, and you have watered it; 

  you have enriched it with nutrients. 

 The channels of your grace for me are filled to overflowing; 

  you have prepared me to be a bountiful harvest. 

 You bless my labors with your generosity, 

  and everywhere I go I find goodness. 

 Rejoicing is all around me, 

  and I have everything that I need.  

 My soul sings to you a song of praise and gratitude. Amen. 

(Sign of the Cross) 


