
Bible Study 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, you watch over all you have made and you hear the cry of 

everyone who calls out to you. You know the hunger in our souls, our longing to know you better and to love 

you more fully. Speak to our souls now and allow us to taste once again the depth of your goodness. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. What is your favorite sign of God’s love for you? 

2. When or how did you experience the generosity of God this week?  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44 

The great prophet Elijah was succeeded by Elisha. Through him God worked some of the most amazing 

miracles in the entire Hebrew Scriptures – food lasted longer than it should have, leprosy was cured, enemy 

soldiers were suddenly blinded, and a young boy was brought back to life. The man in this particular story was 

following a common practice among Jews at the time, sharing one’s tithe of produce or livestock with a prophet, 

temple priest, or some other person who worked in God’s service. Sharing with him was considered the same as 

giving it to God. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. How would you describe the servant’s feelings when he is told to set a small amount of food in front 100 

hungry men, who were Elisha’s fellow prophets and teachers? 

2. How did Elisha know that God would make sure it would be enough? 

3. What would all of them have missed out on if the servant had refused to “insult” the gathering by giving 

them so little food to share among them all? 

4. Describe the feeling that is evoked by the last sentence of the reading. 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Ephesians 4:1-6 

This is the third week of excerpts from Saint Paul’s letter to the Church at Ephesus. We have not been given an 

unbroken series of readings, but rather selected verses that connect in some way with the Gospel reading for 

each Sunday. Your Bible might have the title “World Mission of the Church” for this portion of Chapters 3 and 

4 of the letter. However, Saint Paul starts the presentation on a very personal note, an appropriate way to broach 

a large concept. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. How many times does Saint Paul use the word “one” in this reading? 

2. If you consider that Paul was writing to a people who were surrounded by pagans who believed in many 

gods, what might have been the effect of their hearing this passage? 

3. Briefly, what IS the manner of living that Saint Paul considers “worthy of the call” we have received? 

4. How does the Church preserve its unity, according to this reading? 

5. Choose one verse that, in your opinion, the Church of our time needs to hear and appreciate. Why that one? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 6:1-15 

Remember that 2 weeks ago we read about Jesus’ sending out the Twelve to preach and heal among their fellow 

Jews. Then, last week, we read how they came back filled with joy, but also tired. Jesus tried to take them to a 

quiet place to rest and “debrief,” but the crowds followed them there. So while the Apostles rested, Jesus fed the 

people’s hungry hearts with the word of God, as he taught them. Today comes the follow-up: he feeds them 

before sending them home so that he can also rest and pray. It is one of the great miracles in all of Scripture – 

over 5,000 men and their families were fed with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. We are given John’s account 

instead of Mark’s, because John includes more detail. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Speak the words that caught your attention in this story. 



2. Do you see a similarity between Jesus’ response to Andrew’s question and Elisha’s response to that of his 

servant? 

3. What did Jesus do before he distributed the bread? Why does he do that? 

4. Verse 4 tells us that the feast of Passover was near. What miracle of multiplication did Jesus work on the 

night before the Passover began? (If you need help, see Mark 14:12) 

5. Politically, how would the Roman army have reacted to the people making Jesus the King of Israel? 

Looking ahead several months, what would not have happened if Jesus had allowed them to do that?  

6. Now the connecting question: What happens at every Mass that is prefigured in these 3 readings? (Don’t 

skip the Second Reading; it is the key to understanding the importance of Eucharist!) 
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. If you had been in a crowd of 15,000 people and were holding 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish for your family’s 

meal that night, would you have given them to Andrew when he said that Jesus wanted them so that he 

could feed everyone? Why or why not? 

2. Can you recall a time when you doubted that God could or would give you something that you needed very 

much – and then God did fulfill your desire beyond your imagining? 

3. It is hard for most people to trust fully that God will supply all their real needs in one way or another. Why 

do you think that is so?  

4. Do you believe that the world’s resources are intended by God to be for all people and that if we share freely 

with everyone there will be enough? Discuss your hesitations surrounding that question too. 

5. In the words of the Second Reading, do you think that you “live in a manner worthy of your call”? What 

does that have to do with the other 2 readings? 
 

Closing Prayer  

Generous and merciful Lord, you are so very patient with us and so overwhelming in your love for us. You see 

our every need and reach out your hand whenever we look to you with hope. In fact, you satisfy the deepest 

desires of every living creature. Therefore, with all of creation we give you thanks, O Lord, and we will praise 

your holy name forever and ever. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


