
Bible Study 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Lord our God, all truth is from you; for you alone are the source of 

wisdom. Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and grant us the peace that comes 

with tasting the depth of your goodness. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you more. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. Whom do you consider to be a prophet of God in our times? Explain why. 

2. When did you feel God’s indication or “nudging” about how you should act this last week?  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Ezekiel 2:2-5 

Ezekiel, a priest at the temple in Jerusalem, was among the first to be taken into exile by the Babylonians, who 

lived in what is now Iraq. He was the first prophet to be called by God while living outside the Holy Land, and 

he was asked to proclaim God’s message to the Jews with whom he was in exile. As God predicted in this 

reading, the message would not necessarily be one that the people wanted to hear. For even though they were 

living in a foreign land because of their infidelity to the covenant with God, and were forced to work for their 

foreign overlords, they clung to the mixture of pagan practices and Jewish rituals that had become their lifestyle. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Who decides that someone ought to be a prophet and what that person should say in God’s name? 

2. How many times in this reading did God tell Ezekiel that the people might not listen to him? What does God 

say would keep them from listening to his words of warning? 

3. What similarities do you see between Ezekiel’s mission and the mission of Jesus – especially in terms of 

who they spoke to, the conditions of their times, the message they proclaimed, and the reception? 

4. To learn Ezekiel’s reaction to this dramatic call from God, read Chapter 3, verse 15. 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Second Corinthians 12:7-10 

This reading concludes our several weeks of reading from Saint Paul’s second letter to the Church at Corinth. 

Shortly after his conversion, Paul had received a number of mystical visions in which Jesus revealed to him the 

truths that he preached for the rest of his life. In the Hebrew Scriptures/Old Testament a thorn often symbolized 

an enemy; we are never told if Saint Paul’s thorn was a physical impairment, constant temptation, or something 

else. Regardless, this is not a self-centered complaint from Paul; he speaks a message that applies to us too. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What does Saint Paul seem to have feared would happen inside him as a result of being favored with the 

series of heavenly visions? 

2. In what way could we say that Saint Paul was perhaps an even more effective prophet when he was the 

victim of persecution, opposition, and hardships? 

3. In verse 9 Saint Paul almost sounds as if he is bragging about himself. What is his real point there? 

4. In your own words, explain how being weak can make one stronger overall. 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 6:1-6 

After the amazing miracles we read about the past few weeks and the overwhelming response of the crowds to 

Jesus’ preaching, Saint Mark describes his first return to his hometown, Nazareth. Almost everyone there would 

have known him as the son of Mary and Joseph. Since his parents had grown up there as well, a number of his 

cousins still lived there. There is a problematic phrase in this reading for those Christians who believe in the 

perpetual virginity of Mary, as the Catholic Church teaches. In the Hebrew language, the word ah was used to 

refer to brothers, sisters, half-brothers, half-sisters, nieces, nephews, and cousins. They were all “family.” That 

is the traditional explanation of the Catholic Church for Mark’s use of the word ah in verse 3 and similar 

references in a few other places in the Gospels. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. What astonished those who gathered at synagogue on that Sabbath when Jesus stood up to preach? 



2. Look at the punctuation: the people acknowledge the wisdom with which Jesus spoke and the reality of his 

miraculous healing. So, what do you think they “took offense” at? 

3. Identify the missing element that prevented Jesus from working more than just a few miracles there. 

4. What do the last 2 verses of the reading say about our part in the building of the Kingdom of God? 

5. Normally in the Jewish culture, a person was identified by his father. What statement of faith might Saint 

Mark have been making to his readers by referring to Jesus as the “son of Mary,” not the “son of Joseph”? 

6. The phrase “son of Mary” might also be making a specific statement about Joseph. Any ideas? 
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Is there a sentence in any of these readings which speaks to you in a special way today? 

2. How can one recognize a true prophet today; how does one know whose message to listen to seriously? 

3. Why do you think God often chooses to call prophets from among the people to whom they will speak, 

instead of sending in an outsider? 

4. Have you ever experienced being rejected or put down because of the envy of those close to you? How did 

you handle it?  

5. Does rejection influence in any way the way your live your Christian life? 

6. Do you have a “thorn in the flesh”? What is it and how does it help you to stay focused being the disciple 

God wants you to be? 

7. Can you share a time when you were able to accomplish something because you were vulnerable or weak, 

rather than strong? 

8. Talk about some of the ways that married couples, leaders, and most people in a career need to be weak or 

vulnerable in order to succeed? 

 

Closing Prayer  

Father in heaven, you have called us to be your adopted sons and daughters through the sacrament of Baptism. 

In doing so, you also gave us a share in the responsibility for bringing to fullness the Kingdom of God here on 

earth. We struggle when we meet with rejection, with points of view that differ from ours, with not knowing the 

right thing to say, and with challenges due to busyness and even challenges brought on by our own personalities. 

Calm our fears and speak to us once again today the words that we need to hear: “My grace is sufficient for you. 

I am with you always.” We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


