
Bible Study 

Fourth Sunday of Lent, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Holy God, when we were baptized, you entered into a holy covenant 

with each of us. We became your adopted sons and daughters; you will be our only God. Open our ears once 

again to hear your words of love, our hearts to receive them, and our wills to put them into practice daily. We 

ask this in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. How are you doing with your Lenten disciplines?  Any insights from practicing them thus far?  

2. Generally speaking, which do you prefer: daytime or nighttime? Why? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: 2 Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23 

Approximately 40 years after the captivity in Babylon had ended, the author of Chronicles summarized what 

had lead up to the destruction of the Temple in 587 BC and that next 48 years of captivity in Babylon. His 

interpretation was that the leaders of the divided Jewish kingdom (Israel in the North and Judah in the South) 

were unfaithful to God’s commands to worship at the Temple in the manner instructed and to abide by the rest 

of God’s laws.  However, he ended with a note of irony: a pagan king became God’s tool of forgiveness. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. How did God respond initially to his people’s participation in pagan worship rituals? 

2. And how did the people react? 

3. Detail how thorough the destruction of Jerusalem was? 

4. What did Cyrus do in addition to releasing the Jewish captives from Babylon? 

5. Would you call this an account of an angry God or of a compassionate one?  Explain. 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Ephesians 2:4-10 

The debate about the relationship between faith and good works is as old as the Church. Saint Peter and Saint 

Paul argued it already in the first century. It is an important debate, because we humans have a natural tendency 

to forget that our history as a Judeo-Christian people is a story about what an all-loving God has done for us, not 

how we earned God’s favor. In this portion of the letter to the Ephesians we are treated to a peak inside Saint 

Paul’s heart -- very much aware of his sins, overwhelmed by God’s mercy. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. According to Saint Paul, what is the root of God’s great mercy? 

2. What did we do to deserve being brought to life with Christ? 

3. What is the destiny of those redeemed by Jesus Christ? 

4. Which is more important – to have faith or to do good works? (There is a correct answer! Think of it this 

way: does being in relationship with God lead to doing good things, or does doing good things lead to a 

faith relationship.) 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 3:14-21 

Today’s reading from Saint John’s Gospel is taken from Jesus’s conversation with Nicodemus, a Pharisee and a 

leader from the Sanhedrin. He had come to Jesus secretly – under the cover of night - to seek the truth, the 

Light. It is a testimony of faith in Jesus as Messiah and a summary of all salvation history. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which verse in this reading do you suppose has been called “the entire Bible in a single sentence”? 

2. Which verse or phrase parallels most closely what we just heard Paul say to the Ephesians? 

3. In your own words, why do those who commit crimes and other sins like the darkness of night?  

4. What does this physical darkness also symbolize? 

5. Which 2 Old Testament figures are alluded to in verses 14 and 16, respectively? (See Numbers 21: 4-9 and 

Genesis 22:1-19, if you need more information.) How does each one parallel the mission of Jesus?      

6. If Jesus had not died and risen, would our faith in Him as a prophet for God and a miracle worker get us to 

heaven? (see verse 15)             



 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. All three readings today emphasize the compassion of God, whose adopted children we have become.  To 

what degree is compassion also a “family trait” in your (human) family?  

2. What is the difference between “compassion” and “pity”?  In what sorts of situations might each one be 

appropriate? 

3. To what degree do you really believe you are loved by God? Does that make any difference in your life? 

4. What is the place of good works in our being saved? Why focus on doing them at all? 

5. Do you think that people who see you in ordinary, daily settings also see God in your actions? 

6. In the mind of the writer of Chronicles, politics was the result of religion and morality, not an integral part 

of them. Do you try to separate those things in your own life? Why? 

7. The Chronicler saw the downfall of Judah as the result of their desecration of the Temple and their infidelity 

to the Sabbath; that is, God punished them by allowing the political and moral weakness caused by their 

sinfulness to lead to their being destroyed as a nation. Could you argue that a “repeat performance” could 

happen again in our own time? If it would happen again, how is God likely to deal with his people? 
 

Closing Prayer  

God our Father, your Word, Jesus Christ, spoke peace to a sinful world and brought humankind the gift of 

reconciliation through his suffering, death, and resurrection. Teach us, the people who bear his name, to follow 

the example he gave us: may our faith, hope, and charity turn hatred to love, conflict to peace, death to eternal 

life. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 


