
Bible Study 

Solemnity of Christ the King, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “We give you praise, Lord Jesus Christ, the Glory of the Father and King 

of heaven and earth. In you we live; in you we become who we are created to be; in you we have hope of eternal 

life in your divine presence. We ask you to open our hearts as we reflect upon your holy word, so that you might 

reign in us for ever. We ask this in the name of the Blessed Trinity: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Questions before the readings 

1. When or where did you recognize the glory of God this week? 

2. Was there a time when you needed to know that Jesus is your King? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Daniel 7:13-14 

This reading begins in the middle of an account of visions (that is, a dream) that Daniel had one night. After 

seeing 4 terrifying beasts, each representing a worldly power that opposed the kingdom of God, he saw a 

human-like figure approach God’s throne and be crowned king. Written for a persecuted people in exile, these 

images gave them hope that their faithfulness would be vindicated and God would reward them. Jesus took that 

title, “Son of man,” and applied it to himself, giving the entire account a new and dynamic second meaning.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud.  

1. Whom do you think is the Ancient One mentioned in the first sentence? 

2. Which short phrase in verse 13 shows that the son of man is holy, not evil like the beasts seen in previous 

portions of the dream? 

3. Which words in this reading would have, in your opinion, been most comforting and encouraging to the 

persecuted Jews? 

4. Cite the words which state once again that God’s vision is far broader than simply to call the Jews his 

Chosen People? 

5. Which words or images in this account really are appropriately applied to Jesus? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Revelation 1:5-8 

The Book of Revelation was also written to give hope to a persecuted people, the early Church which was 

opposed by 10 consecutive Roman emperors who tried to wipe it out. The unusual images in the book were a 

type of code for various individuals and governments who opposed God’s Church, images with which the 

Christians were familiar from their own use when talking about these officials. This segment, however, is not 

written in code; it is a bold, clear proclamation of faith! 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Locate the images which were also in the First Reading. 

2. In what way was Jesus a witness, one who saw the truth and lived it and told others about it? 

3. What does “the Alpha and the Omega” mean? From where do those 2 words come? How do they apply to 

Jesus? 

4. Notice how this reading identifies the citizens of the kingdom of God, referred to in the First Reading. 

5. To whom or to what does the phrase “firstborn of the dead” refer? What does that mean? 

6. In which prayer do we repeat a form of the words in the last sentence of this reading? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 18:33b -37 

Because the Gospel According to St. Mark is so short, the Church’s bishops frequently inserted readings from 

the Gospel according to St. John on certain Sundays of Cycle B. Today is one of those days. Only John’s Gospel 

records this conversation in such detail. The other 3 simply recorded “Are you a king?...You say I am a king.”  

Only in John’s Gospel do we hear Jesus clarify that he is the messianic king, not a political leader who would 

throw out the Roman conquerors and create a new, powerful nation to rival the Roman empire. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading out loud. 

1. This is a very familiar reading. Do you have a favorite line? 



2. Which phrase means something like “Well, that is your human word for who I am”?  How do the other 3 

Gospels express this difficult concept? (Matthew 27:11-14, Mark 15:1-5, Luke 23:1-7) 

3. In which verse does Jesus actually acknowledge his kingship? 

4. Find the word in this reading that means “witness.” 

5. Who are the citizens in the Kingdom of God, according to what Jesus says here? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Theologians often say that the kingdom of Jesus has come to be, but is not yet completely fulfilled. Try to 

express what they mean in your own words, especially in the light of these readings. 

2. How do we participate on a daily and weekly basis in Jesus’ divine role of “priest” (verse 6 of the Second 

Reading)? 

3. Have you made a deliberate choice to allow Jesus to be the Lord and King of your life? How does Christ 

“rule” in your life? To what extent does He control and direct your way of living? 

4. How does one acknowledge or experience Jesus as King during hard times or even persecution? 

5. Very few Americans have ever known the great power a king has over the lives of his subjects. In fact, we 

resent anyone who controls others that much. How, then, do we Americans go about conforming our lives in 

a positive way to the kingship of Jesus? 

6. We proclaim Jesus as a Servant King, not as a king who lords it over his subjects. How does Jesus serve 

you?  

7. And how well do you, as one who was baptized into Jesus, imitate his servant leadership? 

 

Closing Prayer (based on Revelation 11:17 and 5:9, 12, and 13) 

O Lord Jesus Christ, King of Heaven and Earth, you have assumed your great power, you have begun your 

reign. With your blood you purchased for God people of every race and language, of every tribe and nation. To 

you belong all praise and honor, glory and might. Worthy are you to receive power and riches, wisdom and 

strength, honor and glory and praise, forever and ever. Amen.  


