
Bible Study 

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Lord Jesus Christ, King above all kings, we bring to you this day our 

praise, our adoration, our loyalty, our thanks. May your divine kingdom continue to extend out, until it reaches 

every corner of this world and brings salvation to every human heart. We pray that the words we reflect upon 

today will draw us closer to you and lead us one day to your heavenly presence, where we will sing your praises 

forever. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Question 

1. Tell about a time this week when someone reached out to you or helped you. 

2. Can you name a leader who was/is a true servant in your eyes? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 

A king in the ancient Near East countries often received the title “shepherd” to show that his primary duty was 

to be concerned for his people and to care for them. While the Jews were exiles in Babylon from 597-538 BC, 

they had no king and their religious leaders failed them by using their positions to benefit themselves while 

giving very little spiritual leadership. Ezekiel encouraged the people by presenting to them the image of God 

Himself as their Shepherd-King; they had not been totally abandoned. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. Including verses 13 and 14 will give added fullness to the message. 

1. The passage contains 13 “I” statements, enumerating actions God takes on behalf of his sheep. List them. 

2. Look back at verses 1-10 in this same chapter; how did the religious leaders abuse their position? 

3. Can you think of any reason that a shepherd would choose to kill the sleek, strong sheep in his flock? 

4. In your mind, are sheep more desirable than goats for any reason at all? Or vice versa? 

5. Will there ever come a time when the only shepherd that people will need will be God Himself?  
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 

Some in the young Church at Corinth did not believe in the resurrection on the last day. They could not imagine 

how anyone else would rise from death other than Jesus Himself. In this selection Saint Paul explained the deep 

theological truth of the Resurrection in the most familiar terms he could think of – sacrifices and kings. This 

reading uses several essential terms which are not part of our everyday vocabulary: “first fruits,” “sovereignty,” 

and “subjected.”  The Jewish people were obliged to set aside the first fruits of whatever they raised or earned 

and to bring those to the temple as an offering of thanksgiving, an act that acknowledged that all that they had 

belonged, in truth, to God. A “sovereign” is a king or dictator, one with total control. “Subjects” were those who 

had to bow or kneel – they “subjected” themselves – before the sovereign as a sign of his mastery over them. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. If Jesus’ resurrection is the “first fruits,” what is the remainder of that “harvest”? 

2. Why, according to Saint Paul, did God the Son have to take on human flesh and become one of us? 

3. In what way is Jesus a different kind of sovereign than the people of Saint Paul’s time would have known? 

4. At what point will Jesus no longer need to be “Christ the King”? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:31-46 

How fitting that the last Sunday of the Church’s liturgical year should include a parable about Judgment Day!  

Notice that last Sunday we heard the parable immediately before this one in Matthew’s Gospel. Both of them 

warn us to be prepared for the return of the Bridegroom, the Master, the Lord Jesus Himself. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which image is used both in this reading and in the First Reading? 

2. Which verse shows that Jesus not only did the Father’s will in life and in death, but will continue to do so 

until the Second Coming? 

3. In what way does the Son of Man on his royal throne also act like a shepherd in this parable? 

4. On what basis does the Son of Man decide in the parable who goes to heaven and who goes to hell? 



5. A key point of the parable is the reason given by the “goats” as to why they did not take care of others. In 

your own words, what did they fail to recognize? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. What does it mean to you to say that Jesus is your King? 

2. Do you believe there is a hell? What do you imagine it being like? 

3. How can anyone be in hell for all of eternity if Jesus died for all of our sins? Are there sins that God cannot 

forgive? (Yes! but you have to explain how that is possible.) 

4. Do you know which of the Seven Corporal Works of Mercy is not listed in the Gospel? 

5. Which of the works of mercy do you find yourself performing most frequently? 

6. Which one do you find most difficult to do consistently? 

7. Is there any situation in which you would refuse to help someone in need and feel right about doing so? 

8. Is there a needy person, family or group in your community to whom you could reach out in compassion 

this week? 

 

Closing Prayer: the Prayer of St. Francis  

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred let me sow love; where there is injury, 

pardon; and where there is doubt, faith. Where there is despair let me bring hope; where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. O divine Master, grant that I might never seek so much to be consoled as to 

console, to be understood as to understand, and to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive, in 

pardoning that we are pardoned, and in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 
 


