
Bible Study 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “We praise you, O God. You alone are Lord, and all truth is from you. 

You alone are the source of wisdom. We ask you to open our hearts and give us the joy of hearing your voice   

in the words we read today. May our reflecting on your word lead us to tasting the depth of your goodness, 

growing to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Explain how one can be a great leader and at the same time be a servant to those one leads.  

2. Who comes to your mind as being a good “servant leader.”  
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 53:10-11 

These 2 short verses are taken from the fourth of the five Suffering Servant Songs in the latter half of the Book 

of Isaiah. Although they sound like they could have been spoken by Jesus Christ, they were not written about 

him at the time, but rather about an unknown person who in his faithfulness to God experienced great suffering 

through the sinful choices of his people. In looking back on the incident, the author can see how good came out 

of an innocent person’s sacrifice in faithfulness to God. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. What does it mean to “give his life as an offering for sin”? 

2. How did God react to the Servant’s willingness to suffer at the hands of others? 

3. Identify the 4 things identified as rewards for the Servant’s sacrifice. 

4. Explain how the Church can properly say that Jesus Christ fulfilled this passage even more perfectly than 

the original Servant did. 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Hebrews 4:14-16 

Today we hear the next 3 verses after our stopping point in last Sunday’s Second Reading. These short readings 

accent both the compactness of their message and its importance. Since the original receivers of this letter had 

been faithful Jews before coming to faith in Jesus, the image of Jesus as the perfect high priest was an essential 

concept to them. It will be developed during the next several Sunday’s readings and fits well during these final 

weeks of the Church’s liturgical year, approaching the celebration of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.   
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. According to the first verse, what fact makes our belief in Jesus Christ worth holding onto firmly? 

2. Even though Jesus is God, in what way was his experience of life just like ours? 

3. Why should that fact encourage us to turn to God for mercy? Have you ever thought of mercy in that way? 

4. For what 2 needs are we encouraged in this reading to go to God in prayer? 

5. Point out the thematic connection between this reading and the First Reading. 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 10:35-45 

In Saint Mark’s Gospel there are three predictions of Jesus’ Passion. Each is followed by a teaching about the 

meaning of being a true disciple of Jesus. The story we read today follows immediately after the third 

prediction. We can easily see how poorly the Apostles understood the meaning of their own selection as the 

disciples closest to Jesus. We also see Christ’s patience with their limitations and his willingness to repeat his 

message one more time. It is good to reflect on how similar we are to the Apostles in both of those aspects. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which statement in this reading really stood out for you? 

2. In an earthly kingdom, where do the king’s most trusted advisors sit, his closest confidants? 

3. Did Jesus grant James’ and John’s request or deny it? 

4. In the last 5 verses, what is the only title that Jesus gives to any person who wants to lead others? 

5. How should the behavior of one who leads Christ’s people be different from that of one who leads for the 

sake of his/her own power and position? 

6. Baptism at that time took the form of immersion in water; in which liquid was Jesus soon to be “baptized”? 



7. And what was the cup from which Jesus would soon drink? (NOT the chalice at the Last Supper) 

8. How does this reading connect to the first two readings? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. These readings hint at an age-old question: “Why would God allow bad things to happen to a good person?” 

After reading these selections, how would you answer that question? 

2. Which do you think pleases God more – watching a sinner suffer as a consequence of his/her own sinful 

choices, or seeing the willingness of a disciple to suffer through no fault of his/her own? Explain. 

3. Have you ever seen a good leader who suffered because of the sins or failures of those he or she led? What 

happened? 

4. Have you ever suffered, only to discover in looking back on it later, that some genuine good had come out 

of it that even benefited others? 

5. At the core of the Church’s understanding of the Paschal Mystery is the belief that the lives of those who 

suffered great need, extended illness, permanent impairment from an injury, or persecution can be a source 

of good to the rest of the Christian family. What can the suffering do positively and what opportunities does 

their condition offer to others?  

6. In what ways could you choose this week to give your life as an offering for sin?  

 

Closing Prayer (from St. Pio of Pietrelcina) 

“O Lord, we ask for a boundless confidence and trust in Your divine mercy, and the courage to accept the 

crosses and sufferings which bring immense goodness to our souls and to Your Church. Help us to love You 

with a pure and contrite heart, and to humble ourselves beneath Your cross, as we climb the mountain of 

holiness, carrying our cross that leads to heavenly glory. May we receive You with great faith and love in Holy 

Communion, and allow you to act in us as You desire for your greater glory. O Jesus, most adorable Heart and 

eternal fountain of Divine Love, may our prayer find favor before the Divine Majesty of Your Heavenly Father. 

Amen.” (Sign of the Cross) 
 
 


