
Bible Study 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Holy and Almighty God, you are Lord of time and of timelessness, Lord 

of the universe and all that is in it, Lord of every human heart. Reveal your perfect wisdom to us today and fill 

us with your Holy Spirit that we might know your will and have the courage to choose to do it. We ask this 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Re-connecting Question 

1. How did God bless you this week? 

2. Did you face any situations this week where you had to decide which of several good options was the right 

thing to do? What did you decide and how did you arrive at that conclusion? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 45:1, 4–6 

Cyrus the Great built Persia (now Iran) into a mighty empire in the 6th century BC. In 539 BC he conquered the 

Babylonians (now Iraqis) who had overrun Israel 50 years earlier and taken many of the Jewish people into exile 

in Babylon (now Baghdad). By calling Cyrus “anointed,” the writer of this portion of the Book of Isaiah points 

out the hand of God, active even in the political events involving 2 pagan empires.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. According to the prophet, why did God allow – or even help – Cyrus to become so powerful? 

2. To whom do the Jewish people, then, owe their allegiance: to Cyrus, king of the Persia, to the “puppet king” 

he appointed in Israel, or to God? 

3. What did God prove to the Jewish people by using a pagan king to return them to their homeland, Israel? 

4. Can you recall any other figures in the Bible who were chosen by God for a special leadership role? How 

many of them were pagans? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 

The second Church community to be established by Saint Paul in Europe was at Thessalonica, in northern 

Greece. He wrote this letter in response to a question relayed to him by Saint Timothy, whom he had left in 

charge there, who also told him how faithfully and vibrantly the Christians there were living out their new faith. 

The first verse of this reading was the standard format for beginning a letter in those days. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Point out the 2 actions by which Saint Paul gives thanks to God for the Church at Thessalonica. 

2. Did you spot Saint Paul’s listing of the 3 Theological Virtues in verse 3? What are they? 

3. The noun before each of them describes how each virtue is being lived out. Locate each of those actions. 

4. What is the difference between living like that and being a believer who hears the word of God and merely 

agrees intellectually that what was heard is true? 

5. By what sacrament are all Christians chosen by God to belong to Jesus Christ? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:15-21 

Paying taxes to the Roman emperor presented a genuine quandary for the Jewish people. Caesar claimed to be a 

god himself. To pay taxes implied agreement, almost like an act of worship. Every good Jew knows that the 

ultimate sovereign is God alone. If Jesus advised not paying the tax, he could have been arrested by the Romans 

for treason; if he advised paying the tax, he would have been accused of not being a faithful Jew and unworthy 

of teaching the word of God. Jesus’ answer, by the way, is what the Pharisees themselves already taught. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which verse in this reading “gets under your skin” and bothers you a bit? Explain your feeling. 

2. What happened immediately before this passage begins, which caused the Pharisees to go off and begin 

plotting to discredit Jesus? 

3. Does your Bible have a footnote which explains who the Herodians were? What would have been their 

position on this question? 

4. Looking at verse 21, who has the ultimate authority, God or the state? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Would you see these readings as advising Christians to isolate themselves from the non-Christian world or 

to immerse themselves in the middle of it? Justify your answer.  

2. What difference does it make as to which of those options we choose? 

3. Can you think of situations in which we too must choose between God and the state? 

4. By what process do you decide what to do in those kinds of situations? 

5. Can you think of situations in which our government has ended up, like Cyrus, doing exactly what God 

would have wanted to happen? 

6. The First Amendment to our Constitution states that "Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." Sometimes that is referred to as the 

“separation of church and state.”  What role do you feel Christians and the Church should play in politics 

and government? 

7. Some Christians choose to participate in non-violent protests against non-Christian policies of the 

government or of business. Do you think that is OK? 

8. Is there any direction in your life that you are sensing that God might be wanting you to change in order to 

be a better witness to Jesus Christ? 

 

Closing Prayer  

“Almighty and ever-living God, you created the entire universe and set humankind on this earth as living 

witnesses to your love and wisdom. Let your Holy Spirit guide our every decision. Give us courage and joy in 

serving you as followers of Christ. We lift up this prayer in Jesus’ name.  Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution

