
Bible Study 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle A 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) Lord our God, you are the source of all wisdom. Help us to hear your 

guiding, encouraging voice in the words we read today. May our reflections lead us to know you better and to 

love you more, so that we see every situation through your eyes. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Re-connecting Question 

1. What gives you peace of mind?  

2. How does one build up a piece of ground that produces poorly? If you have ever had to do so, what did you 

find either satisfying or unpleasant about that? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 5:1–7 

The vineyard is used several times in the Bible as an image of God’s people. This selection is prophetic because 

several northern tribes of Israel had already been captured and occupied by the powerful Assyrian army. They 

were advancing on Jerusalem, the capital city.  At the same time, the nation of Babylonia was also growing in 

power and looking to annex that same land to the west – Israel. Isaiah, from the temple in Jerusalem, looked at 

the moral decay of the people, and their political weakness as well, and uttered these words as the voice of God. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. What does the last verse tell you about the behavior of the Jewish people? 

2. Who is the friend, in whose name Isaiah sings his song? 

3. How would you describe the mood of the vineyard owner? 

4. Which symbolizes the Jewish people here – the grapevines or the vineyard ground? 

5. What was the defect in the friend’s vineyard which caused it to produce a poor crop? How does that 

translate to the attitude and behavior of the Jewish people at that time? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Philippians 4:6-9 

In ancient cultures students learned mostly by repeating the words and imitating the actions of a master, a 

teacher.  It is from that culture that Saint Paul invited the Christians of Philippi to imitate his own actions in 

order to learn the lifestyle of a disciple of Jesus Christ. The Christians’ lifestyle had to be different from that of 

the pagans around them. The same could be said for Christians today. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. According to verse 6, when one thanks God for His goodness to us and then presents his petitions plainly to 

God, what will be the result? Does that order seem unusual to you? 

2. Which word in the verse is the exact opposite of that emotion? 

3. Paul wrote several adjectives and then told the Philippians to keep doing what they were doing.  Turn verse 

8 into a series of commandments or beatitudes if you can. 

4. Does one do those things in order to have more faith or because one has faith already? Explain. 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:33-43 

Chapter 21 of Saint Matthew’s Gospel begins with Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem and the resulting 

challenges from the religious leaders during the next couple days. Jesus responds with 3 consecutive parables 

about discipleship and judgment. We heard one last week; this is the second. Jesus concludes the parable by 

quoting Psalm 118 and giving a warning. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Identify a word or phrase that struck you during this reading. 

2. Who do the tenant caretakers of the vineyard symbolize in this parable? 

3. What, then, is the vineyard these persons are supposed to be cultivating? 

4. Why were the master’s servants killed? What were the tenants hoping to gain? 

5. Who might the son in this parable symbolize? Explain why you feel this way. 

6. How could the kingdom of God be taken away from God’s Chosen People and given to someone else?  

7. Who replaced Israel as the Chosen People of God? Does that mean that all Jews are now condemned? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. What kind of vineyard (or servant of the vineyard) are you – one that the Master finds productive, one that 

produces mostly poor quality grapes, or one that pleases the Master with the harvest? 

2. What do you find to be the main reason that you do good things: in order to become a better person, or 

because you don’t want to offend God who wants you to do them, or because you know it is the right thing 

to do, or because you want to have a good reputation or have people like you, or for yet another reason? 

What is the difference between those? 

3. Who are some of your models for Christian living? 

4. Is there a need for Christians today to be different from much of our society? How so? 

5. What is the danger of feeling/knowing that one is a member of God’s chosen? How does one counter that? 

6. What obligations come with calling oneself a Christian? 

7. Which of those obligations do you feel you need to focus on improving? 

 

Closing Prayer  

“Good and loving God, we are the plants in your vineyard. You guard us from harm and nurture our growth. 

You help to remove the habits of sin that would limit our ability to do your will. So we ask you again to forgive 

our failings and to give us the courage to stand before your truth; for your love exceeds our realization and our 

imagination. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Messiah. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 
 


