
Bible Study 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “We praise you, O God. You alone are Lord. All truth is from you, for 

you alone are the source of wisdom. We ask you to open our hearts today and give us the joy of hearing your 

voice in the words we read. May our reflecting on your word lead us to tasting the depth of your goodness, 

growing to know you better and to love you more. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. When did you notice Christ loving touch your life this week?  

2. Considering all the problems and sadness in our world, what gives you hope? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-9 

 In 598 BC the Babylonians overran Jerusalem and much of what is now the country Israel. They killed many 

and forced many others into exile; only a remnant remained to hear God’s word through His prophet Jeremiah. 

Sometimes that word was a call to return to faithfulness to the covenant; other times it was a word of hope and 

encouragement. A note about the names: when Jeremiah spoke of “Jacob,” he was referring to all Jews, all of 

the descendants of Jacob. God called him Israel after his struggle with the angel. (Genesis 32:29) and that name 

came to denote the entire land occupied by his descendants. Ephraim was one of Jacob’s sons; his descendants 

occupied mainly the central portion of what is now Israel and were among those who were conquered by the 

Babylonians. Here the name is also used symbolically to refer to all of the descendants of Jacob/Israel’s 12 sons.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud.  

1. Who is the “I” that speaks in this reading? 

2. Who was Ephraim (Genesis 48:1) and who adopted him and his brother as sons of his own (Genesis 48:5)? 

3. What was the reason for the joy that these exiled captives were told would fill them? 

4. Which verse hints at God’s partiality towards the weak and the down-trodden? 

5. Which child by birth order seems to have been favored in a family in order that the family’s property and 

name would continue to be passed on (verse 9)? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Hebrews 5:1-6 

Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, is the holiest day of the year for Jews. They fast the entire day and no work 

is allowed. It is a day of prayer and almsgiving, seeking God’s mercy for one’s sins. Only on this day could the 

high priest enter the Holy of Holies in the temple and, in a complex set of rituals, he offered sacrifices to God on 

behalf of the Jewish people to atone for their sins during the past year. To be chosen as the high priest for a 

particular year was not only a great honor, but also a great responsibility.  
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Who was Melchizedek? (see Genesis 14:17-20) 

2. What is the reason that a person became a high priest – or becomes a priest – according to this reading? 

3. The point of these verses is that Jesus was greater than any high priest. In what ways can the descriptions of 

a high priest in verses 1-4 be applied also to Jesus? 

4. The high priest would have offered the sacrifice of an unblemished lamb. What sacrifice did Jesus offer to 

atone for sins? Which exclamation during the Mass reflects this? 

5. How would this selection help a Christian of Jewish background to better understand what Jesus did? 

6. This reading is frequently proclaimed at the ordination of a priest. Can you see why it would be chosen? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 10:46-52 

With few options for an occupation at the time of Jesus, persons with physical limitations frequently had to 

support themselves by begging for money from others. Blindness was rather common. Therefore the Gospels 

often use blindness as a symbol of being without hope, without joy, even without faith since such a condition 

was often thought of as punishment for sin. Bartimaeus would have sat with his cloak spread out before him, 

using it to collect the coins that people threw his way. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading out loud. 

1. Which image or phrase from this reading stays with you after you have finished reading the story? 



2. Whose idea was it that Bartimaeus should be healed? 

3. How eagerly did Bartimaeus respond to Jesus’ invitation to come closer? 

4. Why did Jesus choose to heal Bartimaeus? 

5. What is symbolic about Bartimaeus throwing aside his cloak? (check the commentary again, if needed) 

6. In what way is the response of Bartimaeus to his healing different from most others whom Jesus healed? 
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Which line in the Gospel reading could be God’s reply to every prayer that He answers? 

2. Healing does not always come as quickly as it did for Bartimaeus; what is the advantage for many of us that 

God often works slowly in answering our prayers? 

3. If you had the boldness of Bartimaeus, what blind spots would you ask Christ to heal in you? 

4. Which three-word phrase do we say several times near the beginning of Mass that is similar in form and 

meaning to the plea of Bartimaeus?  

5. Who are the abandoned, the isolated, the struggling in your own community or in our nation? 

6. What would be their reason to have hope and joy, as you gather from these readings? 

7. Whom could you encourage this week to trust God and draw closer to Christ, who is always inviting us to 

come closer? 

 

Closing Prayer  

Lord God, our weakness of faith, our self-centeredness, and our sinful choices cripple our growth toward 

holiness. You know our weakness and our limitations. Touch us with your words of healing. Give us reason 

once again to shout for joy and sing your praises, as we follow you on the way to Calvary and the New 

Jerusalem. We pray this, because you are God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – living and reigning without 

beginning and without end. Amen.   

(Sign of the Cross) 


