
Bible Study 

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Describe how you feel when you are honored for something you have done. 

2. Can one be proud and humble at the same time? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 

Less than 200 years before the birth of Jesus, a man from Jerusalem named Yeshua Ben Eleazar Ben Sirach 

(literally “Jesus, son of the Eleazar who was the son of Sirach”) put together a collection of wise sayings, some 

with commentary. The original Hebrew manuscript became lost, but a Greek translation had already been done 

by his grandson. The Catholic Church, many other Christian denominations, and some sects of Jews have long 

considered it to be divinely inspired and therefore included it in the books of the Old Testament. At one time it 

was widely used by the Church for moral teaching. These are some of his adages about being a humble person. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Who is more in need of humility, according to the author: a peasant worker or a wealthy leader?  

2. How, then, should a humble person handle wealth or authority? 

3. Look at verse 19, which is skipped in this reading. How does God reward a humble person? 

4. According to verse 20, how does humility deal with the possibility of failure? What do you think of that? 

5. To whom does true humility always point or draw attention? 

6. What do the last 2 verses have to do with humility? (Yes, there is a connection!) 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a 

As we continue our serial reading of the Letter to the Hebrews, we come to this poetic contrasting of the original 

covenant with the Hebrews and the new covenant instituted by Jesus through his death and resurrection. The 

first part of this reading contains images of Moses’ encounters with God and the pronouncement of the great 

covenant between God and the Chosen people, the Hebrews. The second part describes the fuller understanding 

of “covenant” which Christians have. This new understanding also brings a new way in which the Hebrew 

Christians, to whom the letter was addressed, were able to relate to God since they had been baptized. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. The blood of Jesus ratified the new covenant. Whose blood ratified the first covenants of God with his 

people? (See Exodus 24:5-8 and Genesis 15) 

2. If verse 19 seems confusing, consult Exodus 20:18-21. Why the fear? 

3. Who was Abel and of what did his blood “speak”? (Genesis 4:10) 

4. Which single word would we use to refer to those in heaven who are “the spirits of the just made perfect”? 

5. In your own words, how should people of faith approach God? (Think of the point of the First Reading.) 

And what does that look like in practice? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Parables are not meant to be taken literally; they are a means of placing 2 situations side-by-side in order to help 

the truth to be better understood. That is important to remember while reading this selection from the Gospels. 

Jesus did not intend to be taken literally; he was teaching a lesson through images. Look for the lesson. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading out loud. 

1. Was there a word or a phrase in this reading which touched your heart in some special way? 

2. What would you say Jesus was teaching about humility? 

3. What lessons about being a disciple can we also learn from this reading? 

4. What does this parable also teach about the nature of God? 

5. What is so great about doing something for a person who can never repay your kindness? What does that 

have to do with humility? 



6. To get the full flavor of verse 11, paraphrase it with God doing the humbling and the exalting. 

7. Thinking about this parable, why would it be silly to scramble for the best places at the heavenly banquet? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Sister Jerome Lorsung, OSB, once told her junior high class, “Humility is truth.” Explain what she meant. 

Do these readings support that or challenge it?  

2. Is your understanding of humility different now than it was when you were younger? Explain. 

3. What is the difference between humility and humiliation? 

4. What tends to be your motivation when you help the poor and needy? (Pity? Compassion? Help them in 

order to get rid of them quickly? ”I’ll scratch your back…?” “I have a little extra this month so...?” I don’t 

need this anymore, so someone else might as well have it?” “This isn’t good enough for me anymore, but 

maybe some poor person would like to have it?” It feels good to do something like that? And so forth.) 

5. As you look around our community and think about our country, who do you see as rarely being invited to 

“the banquet of plenty,” as being humiliated or held down by society rather than being humbly included? 

6. Do these readings call you to change something in your attitudes or actions? How can others support you in 

living humbly? 

 

Closing Prayer  

Lord God of all holiness, we acknowledge the great humility with which you gave up your exaltedness in order 

to take on our human nature for a while, revealing to us more of your true nature. And we are filled with 

gratitude for your willingness to suffer torture and death in order to save us from our sins. Draw us ever closer to 

you in our desire for sanctity. May we one day participate in the eternal banquet of joy in the heavenly 

Jerusalem with all the saints and angels. Amen. (Sign of the Cross) 


