
Bible Study 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle B 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “We praise you, O Lord our God. All truth is from you; for you alone are 

the source of wisdom.  Give us the joy of hearing your voice in the words we read today and send upon us the 

peace of tasting the depth of your goodness.  May our reflections lead us to know you better and to love you 

more.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Give an example of a leader who seems always to be looking to the good of others. 

2. Through whose lips did God speak his will to you this week? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Numbers 11:25-29 

Because the burden of guiding the Israelites through the desert was becoming too much for the elderly Moses, 

God offered to give a portion of Moses’ spiritual character to 72 other good, respected men so that they could 

assist Moses. That is where this story from the Book of Numbers picks up. Remember that the word “prophecy” 

(rhymes with “knee”) means “a message from God,” while the word “prophesy” (rhymes with “high”) is a verb 

that means “to speak God’s message or to tell others what God desires.” 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Were Eldad and Medad part of the chosen group of 72 men? 

2. What does Joshua seem to be protecting when he demands that Eldad and Medad be silenced? 

3. On what grounds does Moses choose not to stop them? How did he know what God wanted? 

4. What had all the people of this story – including Moses – failed to anticipate about God? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: James 5:1-6 

This is the final installment of our 5 weeks of readings from the Letter of Saint James. It contrasts the self-

centeredness of humans with the overwhelming generosity of God. It is a condemnation of those who get rich at 

the expense of the good of others, while warning all Christians about the temporary nature of all things of this 

world. However, those things which God values will never pass away. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Which emotions would you say were motivating Saint James as he wrote this section: concern, anger, 

affection, sadness, or another emotion? Explain your answer. 

2. Identify the 4 things that are named by Saint James as being treasured by the rich. 

3. On the opposite side, then, how should Christians live, according to this reading? 

4. Since money is listed separately at the end of verse 2, what would Saint James have been counting as 

“wealth” in the agricultural society of that time? 

5. Do you think the last verse refers to Jesus or to someone else? Why? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

There really are not any omitted verses in this Gospel reading. Verses 44 and 46 were not part of the original 

text, but appeared in later, unreliable manuscripts and were simply repeats of later verses in this reading. The 

reading is a continuation of Jesus’ teaching his apostles about the true nature of discipleship. Remember last 

week? They were positioning themselves for more influential roles after Jesus was revealed as the Messiah and 

a new political era was established. Here they exhibit signs of seeing themselves as some sort of exclusive club. 

Jesus challenges the viewpoint that those in authority can do almost whatever they want. Instead, leaders should 

be servants and strive to see things from God’s point of view, while acting accordingly. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which statement caught your attention in this reading? Why? 

2. From footnotes in your Bible or from the internet, what can you learn about the valley called Gehenna? 

What new dimensions that does that information give you about what Jesus meant with that comment? 

3. Which word from the First Reading also applies to the apostles’ actions in this reading? 

4. What does verse 41 say to those who want to place limits on whom God calls to minister in Jesus’ name? 

5. In your own words, how would you apply Jesus’ teaching in verses 42-48 to those in authority now?  



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Do you find it hard to rejoice when you see something good being successfully done by someone who 

doesn’t go to church, or by a non-Catholic congregation in the community, or by a Moslem or by a person 

who does not believe at all in God? Can you give specific examples? 

2. How can the sin of jealously limit one’s ability to do the Lord’s work or to do things God’s way? 

3. What does it mean to pray for something or to do something “in Jesus’ name”? (Think of the point made in 

the First Reading and in the Gospel.) 

4. Going back to all 3 readings, what are the teachings about leadership that you wish to remember when you 

are called to positions of authority or responsibility for others? 

5. In what ways or in what situations are you a leader? How effective are you in that leadership? 

6. If you wanted your life to reflect more clearly a belief that Christ lives in you, what would you try to do 

differently? 

 

Closing Prayer  

“Come, Holy Spirit. Fill the hearts of your faithful, and enkindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created, and you will renew the face of the earth.  

O God, who have instructed the hearts of your faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit,  

grant that by that same Holy Spirit we may have a right judgment in all things  

and always rejoice in his consolations.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen”   

(Sign of the Cross) 
 


