
Bible Study 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Wisdom and knowledge are not the same quality. What is the difference between them, as you see it? 

2. In what way did you carry a cross or pay a price for being a disciple of Jesus this past week? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Wisdom 9:13-18 

The author of the Book of Wisdom is unknown to us. However, we do know that he lived in Alexandria, Egypt, 

approximately 100 years before the birth of Christ. He wrote in Greek, the language of the educated at that time. 

Sometimes, in order to emphasize the value of his insights, he wrote as if his words were being spoken by King 

Solomon. Chapter 9, from which we read today, is one of those times. Because the language is poetic, “counsel” 

is used to mean “advice,” “earthen shelter” refers to the human body, and “except” means “unless.” 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Is the writer of Wisdom saying that the human body and mind are bad? If not, what is he saying about them? 

2. Identify the 3 elements of being human which limit our ability to know the mind of God. (verses 14-16) 

3. If it is impossible for humans to know the mind of God, how can we ever do what God wants? (verse 17) 

4. Describe the characteristics of God which are depicted in this passage. 

5. Apply the message of this reading to the theme of “discipleship” that we will hear in the other readings. 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Philemon 9-10, 12-17 

The Letter to Philemon is a unique in all of Scripture, because it is a personal correspondence from Saint Paul, 

not an open letter addressed to an entire Church community. It is also only one chapter long and we read most of 

it this weekend. Onesimus was a run-away slave who met Paul, became a believer and was baptized. In ancient 

Rome, returning a run-away slave to his master meant certain death for the slave. Saint Paul argues that this case 

has extenuating circumstances that change the entire relationship between the two. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. “Onesimus” means “useful.” In what way was that an appropriate name for this man? And, in what new way 

can Onesimus now be “useful” to his owner? 

2. What reason does Saint Paul give that Philemon should not have Onesimus killed? 

3. If Saint Paul was subtly arguing against slavery, how could Onesimus have been “of service” to Paul while 

the former-slave stayed with him in Rome? 

4. What do you think of Saint Paul’s approach to that tense situation? 

5. How does this reading demonstrate one of the risks or “costs” of discipleship? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 14:25-33 

We have been reading from Saint Luke’s gospel for several months now and Jesus is getting close to Jerusalem, 

where he will suffer and die. Appropriately, he speaks to a large crowd of disciples, interested followers, and the 

curious about the cost of giving the rest of one’s life to being his follower. Jesus knew from personal experience 

what it meant to leave loved ones and worldly comforts in order to do God’s will. It is the cross that we each 

carry which actually enables us to leave behind the less-adequate things of the world. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. What is the “cost” of discipleship to which Jesus refers in the first parable, verse 28? 

2. Then, according to the second parable, what would be some of the dangerous, opposing forces against which 

we must fight if we are to be disciples of Christ? 

3. Verses 26 and 33 are strong statements! They are exaggerations (“hyperboles”) that Jesus used to make a 

point, a common technique of oratory at his time. Try to state Jesus’ point in your own words. 

4. Does verse 26 mean that Jesus held those relationships in low regard? Explain. 

5. Can one be a true disciple without doing what Jesus stated in those 2 verses? If so, how? If not, why not? 



 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. Very few of us are able to give ourselves completely to Christ in this life. What emotions or earthly 

attachments hold you back from giving yourself completely to Christ?  

2. What could you do about them – or are they just part of the condition of being a disciple who is also human? 

3. See Acts 2:44-45 to learn how the earliest Christians practiced verse 33 of the Gospel reading. How can we 

live out the meaning of verse 33 today?  

4. What sacrifices have you already made in order to follow God’s will for your life? 

5. What is your cross (or one of your crosses) and how does it help you to be more faithful?  

6. Are there “words of wisdom” by which you try to live? How have they helped you to be a disciple? 
 

Closing Prayer  

All-wise and all-holy God, we thank you for giving the breath of life to all whom you love. We thank you for 

calling us to a life of discipleship and for pursuing us with undying mercy when we turn our back on you.  

Remove the near-sightedness that blurs our faith’s vision and blinds us to our own self-centeredness; show us 

again your mercy and love, and grant us salvation. We ask this through Jesus, our Messiah and Lord.  Amen.   

(Sign of the Cross)  

 

 


