
Bible Study 

Twentieth-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer:  (Sign of the Cross) “Good and gracious God, we place ourselves in the awareness of your 

presence. Send your Holy Spirit to guide us through this time of reflection and prayer, so that we might come to 

know you more fully and to be more faithful disciples. We ask this through Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions 

1. Are you a person who is usually quick to say “I’m sorry” or is that rather hard for you to do? 

2. Do you tend to forgive quickly, or do you tend to hold a grudge until you can get some form of revenge? 

How do you feel about that? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Exodus 32:7–11, 13-14 

There are many sides to the story we are about to read – the infidelity of the Israelites, the fickleness of Aaron, 

the anger of God, the courage of Moses, and God’s mercy, to name a few. Lest we judge the Israelites too 

quickly, remember that Moses went up the mountain to hear God’s word in Chapter 25, “40 days and 40 nights” 

ago (Ex. 24:18) – Hebrew way of saying “for a very long time.” (Was he dead?) We might also remind 

ourselves how easily we lose interest in prayer, question God’s motives, or perhaps lose trust and turn away 

from the Lord when God seems far away, or God does not act quickly enough in our opinion or God does not do 

what we think he should.  
 

Read the First Reading aloud, but begin with verse 1 in order to have a wider perspective of what happened. 

1. Whose idea was the golden calf and what seems to have prompted it? 

2. Where – in the middle of the desert! – did Aaron get the gold to melt for making the idol? 

3. What has Moses been doing up on the mountain for such a long time? (See Chapters 25-31) 

4. What sin did the people commit? Be as specific as you can. 

5. In the end, for what reason did God change his mind about destroying his unfaithful people? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

From this Sunday until the end of October we will be reading excerpts from Saint Paul’s 2 letters to his dear 

friend Timothy. Saint Timothy was still very young when he met Paul and became a Christian. He accompanied 

Paul on 2 missionary trips and then was appointed as leader of the Christian community in Ephesus. Paul begins 

by recalling why he left Timothy in Ephesus and he explains why he was so passionate about the Gospel. 
  

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. To what is Saint Paul referring when he says that he was “a blasphemer and a persecutor and arrogant”? (the 

Greek word which is translated here as “arrogant” can also mean “a thug”) 

2. What was the “unbelief” that he says filled him? In other words, unbelief about what? 

3. Is Paul saying that if he had not been such a great sinner he would not have received mercy?  

4. How did God respond to Saint Paul’s contrition and repentance?  

5. So, in your own words, why was Saint Paul so passionate about truth and preaching the Gospel of Jesus? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 15:1-32 

When this chapter of Saint Luke’s Gospel is read on weekdays, it is split into 2 readings. Today the Church 

gives us the entire chapter at once so that we might glimpse the immenseness of God’s mercy, a mercy that 

flows from unconditional love and soaring joy. We might even feel a bit overwhelmed by it. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Which of the 3 parables speaks most clearly to your heart about God’s mercy? 

2. Why do you think the image of the 100 sheep is precious to so many people, even some who have no 

experience with sheep? 

3. A sheep, the shepherd, the woman, the friends and neighbors of those who recover what was lost, the 

younger son, the older son, or the father – which do you resemble most? Explain your choice. 

4. “Prodigal” means “excessive, extravagant, immoderate, wasteful.” Identify three people in these parables 

who could be said to have been “prodigal.” In what way is each one’s “prodigalness” different? 



5. What makes feeding pigs a good symbol of how completely the younger son has lost the values of his 

Jewish faith? 

6. If the character of the father is meant to speak to us about the mercy, forgiveness, and love of God, what do 

the characters of the 2 sons tell us about human beings? 

 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. All three readings this week speak of God’s mercy. Are you able to recall an experience of God’s generous 

love and extravagance from your own life? 

2. How would you complete this sentence: “Jesus came into the world to save sinners from ____________.” 

3. What is it that most often leads you to forgive someone: 

a) seeing the humiliation of the other asking for mercy;  

b) the strength of knowing you were right in the first place;  

c) the thought that it is just the right thing to do since the other person is sorry; 

 d) the love that you felt for the other all along;  

e) the anticipation of having the relationship restored; 

f) knowing that it is what God would do;  

g) knowing that forgiving will make you feel happy;  

h) something else? 

4.  Which of those is probably nearest to God’s reason for forgiving us? 

5.  Will God forgive sins for which we are not really sorry or only “kind of sorry”? 

6.  What kind of offense do you find it most difficult to forgive? 

7.  Is there someone whom you need to forgive? Is there anyway others can support you in that? 

 

Closing Prayer (based on Psalm 51) 

 “O kind and merciful God, in your goodness you have made us living reminders of your love by your lavish 

forgiveness for our many failures. In your great compassion, you wipe away our guilt and remove our offenses 

from your memory. Create in us a clean heart and a faithful spirit. Teach us wisdom so that we might become 

better reflections of your love in the way we treat those around us. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Brother.  Amen.” (Sign of the Cross) 
 


