
Bible Study 

Easter Sunday, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “This is the day the Lord has made, alleluia! Let us be glad and rejoice in 

it, alleluia! We give glory to the Father, to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; to the one-God-in-Three-Persons who 

is unchanging for all eternity. Amen. Alleluia!” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. What is your favorite Easter tradition? 

2. What did you enjoy about the Holy Week celebrations this year? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 10:34-43 

Cornelius was a Roman centurion – that is, an officer in charge of 100 soldiers. Saint Luke says that, although 

Cornelius was not Jewish, he was “devout and God-fearing, along with his whole household, who used to give 

alms generously to the Jewish people and pray to God constantly.” God spoke to Peter in a vision, sending him 

to the house of Cornelius to baptize everyone there. Peter objected – they were pagans, not Jews! However, in 

the end, he went. This is Peter’s instruction to them about the Jesus in whom they were about to be baptized. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. How did God prepare St. Peter for the first-ever mission to instruct and baptize non-Jews? (see verses 9-15) 

2. St. Peter stressed that he was an eyewitness to Jesus’ deeds. How might that have been helpful to Cornelius’ 

household? Why do people tend to believe more readily the word of an eyewitness in a situation like that? 

3. List the various words that Saint Peter used to describe Jesus. 

4. What did Saint Peter say would happen to Cornelius’ family and servants when they were baptized? 

5. Why would we be reading a Baptism instruction on Easter Sunday? What is the connection? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 

Colossae was a city in what is now western Turkey. It was an inland city, just to the east of the vibrant seaport at 

Ephesus. Saint Paul was summoned to the city after new teachers had begun urging the Christian community 

there to adopt certain additional teachings about the faith, which were not in accord with what they originally 

had been taught. After returning home, Saint Paul wrote this letter to the Christian community, reminding them 

of what they had been taught in the first place and urging them to remain faithful to the truth about Jesus Christ. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. What does Saint Paul mean when he says that the Christians had “died” and then “were raised”? 

2. How does one “seek what is above” while needing to live on this earth? 

3. Which phrase in verse 1 proclaims, in language the Colossians would have understood, that Jesus is truly the 

Son of God? 

4. Which phrase in the Creed makes reference to the last phrase of this reading? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: John 20:1-9 

According to Saint John’s Gospel, Mary of Magdala, John the apostle and Simon Peter were the first 3 to visit 

the tomb of Jesus on that Easter day. (Other Gospel accounts tell of a group of women going to the tomb early 

that morning to anoint Jesus’ body for burial first.) In the next portion of John’s Gospel we would read that 

Mary was also the first to see Jesus after the resurrection. Remember that Mary and John are very good friends 

because of their relationship to Jesus. We have here virtually an eyewitness account of that first Easter morning.  
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. What emotions can you identify in this reading? 

2. In what way is it accurate to say that Mary of Magdala was the first evangelizer (“one who proclaims the 

Good News of the Gospel”)? 

3. Which small detail do Scripture scholars point out as being included to show that, from the earliest days of 

the Church, Saint Peter was considered the leader among the disciples? 

4. On what basis did Peter and John believe that Jesus had risen? (verses 6-7) How was Mary’s faith different? 

5. How would you explain the last sentence to someone not familiar with the Gospels? 
 



Applying the Readings to our Daily Lives 

1. What if “the beloved disciple” is not only John’s way of referring to himself, but also a symbolic way of 

referring to all who believe in Jesus as the Christ? Reread the Gospel story silently with your name in place 

of “the beloved disciple.” What does that feel like? 

2. One writer suggests that Hosea 6:2 foreshadows the resurrection.  Look it up and share what you think? 

3. Do you believe in the resurrection of Jesus?  On what basis, since you were not an eyewitness and have 

never met someone who is? 

4. What difference does it make to us as a Church that we believe in a living Christ, not a martyred and still 

deceased one? 

5. It has been said that God is a “God of surprises.” Go back to each of the readings and point out where God 

“surprises” someone with His actions. 

6. How has God surprised you lately? (Watch for another surprise this week.) 
 

Closing Prayer  

“God our Father, we praise you with our whole heart and soul, for when you raised Christ your Son from the 

tomb, you conquered the power of sin and death, and offered to us the possibility of sharing eternal life with 

Him. Let our celebration of your victory of salvation raise our spirits and renew our lives by your Spirit who 

lives within us. We ask this through the same Jesus Christ, who is our Risen Lord. Amen.”  (Sign of the Cross) 


