
Bible Study 

Passion Sunday, cycle C 
 

Opening Prayer: (Sign of the Cross) “Holy God, in your great love you desire the conversion of sinners, not 

their death. As we reflect on your word at the beginning of this Holy Week, we pray that you will form us into 

people who are more ready to proclaim Jesus as our King through our daily-life choices and are less likely to 

betray him through our sins. We pray this in his holy name, Jesus, for he is our Lord forever and ever. Amen.” 
 

Focusing Questions: 

1. Which aspect of your life seems at times to overflow with God’s goodness? When you feel that way, how 

do you praise God? 

2. What would you say has been your heaviest cross to bear this past year? 
 

Commentary before the First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 

This passage is from what is called the Third Suffering Servant Song, spoken toward the end of the captivity in 

Babylon (around 540 BC). The speaker reports how he was rejected by the very people to whom he had come to 

speak God’s words of conversion and encouragement. Later the Jewish people saw in this passage their own 

suffering at the hands of their pagan neighbors who rejected their faith in the one, true God and took them as 

captives. Christians, of course, also see in these words the suffering of the long-awaited Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
 

Read the First Reading aloud. 

1. Let’s discuss, first of all, the role of a prophet. To whom does a prophet “open his heart” every morning? 

2. Based on that, describe a prophet’s responsibility? (Consider verses 4 and 5.) 

3. How can the prophet say that he will not be disgraced after detailing the horrible abuse he has already 

suffered? What do you think is the difference in his eyes? (Think of the meaning of “dis-graced.”) 

4. Choose 1 phrase in the reading that, for you, describes vividly Jesus in his suffering and death? 

5. Could this passage apply in some way to the life of every Christian? 
 

Commentary before the Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 

Saint Paul appears to have modified a popular Jewish-Christian hymn and made it this portion of his letter to the 

Church at Philippi. Notice how Jesus is fully divine both in suffering and in glory. It is Jesus’ obedience to the 

will of the Father that gives glory to God – much more so than did his torture and death – in honor of which 

“every knee shall bow” in homage. 
 

Read the Second Reading aloud. 

1. Look again at verse 6. To which event in Jesus’ life does it refer; that is, when did Jesus give up being in the 

“form” of God? (It’s not his nativity!) 

2. What do you think it means that Jesus “took on the form of a slave”? 

3. Verse 5 introduces this passage by saying that we must have the same attitude as Christ. Reflecting on what 

you read in verses 6-11, what is that attitude? 

4. One of the ironies (and wonders!) of the Christian faith is that, whenever a person empties himself/herself, 

God fills the void. How is that truth stated in this passage? 
 

Commentary before the Gospel Reading: Luke 19:28-40 

We hear from Saint Luke’s Gospel two times on this Sunday – after the blessing of palm branches when we hear 

the narrative about Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem and in the reading of the Passion at the time of the 

Gospel. For the sake of time, we will read the shorter account now. As you read it, keep in mind the drama that 

will unfold before these same crowds a few days later, as told in the Passion narrative. 
 

Read the Gospel Reading aloud. 

1. Military heroes at that time frequently received a welcome like this one as they returned victorious from 

battle. Cheering people would line the streets; many threw their cloaks on the road so that the horses’ feet 

would not touch the ground like ordinary feet do; and palm branches were waved to congratulate the ones 

who had brought honor to their city or nation. Based on that, what was the incorrect image of the promised 

Messiah that the crowd celebrated this day; in their minds, what did they think they were cheering for in 

advance of its hoped-for happening? 



2. Which other moment in Jesus’ life is alluded to in verse 38? 

3. Was Jesus encouraging the celebration or discouraging it? Why might he have done that? 

4. “Hosanna” is a Hebrew word meaning “save us, we pray,” found first in Psalm 118:25. Over time, it became 

an expression of praise, as in “Praise to the one who can save us!” In what way was that chant on that day 

more correct than the crowd could have ever known? 

5. Just 4½ days after this triumphant ride from the Mount of Olives into Jerusalem, Jesus returned to the base of 

that hill where there was a small public garden. What sad experience would he have there?  

6. The Gospel of Luke ends, then, in the Holy City of Jerusalem. It is significant to note in which city Luke 

began the narrative of his gospel. (Luke 1:9) 
 

Applying the Readings to our Daily Life 

1. Is there one moment in the story of Jesus’ passion and death that touches your heart every time you hear it?  

2. This liturgical feast is one of bitter irony. Many of those who cheered Jesus upon his entry into Jerusalem 

that day would be jeering from these same roadsides as he carried his cross to Calvary. Is there a way in 

which you too are like that – praising Jesus and then betraying him? 

3. Some have said that Jesus participated in his own death by not using his divine power to stop his murderers; 

others have said that Jesus died simply doing his Father’s will and did not interfere with the free choices of 

those who hated him. With which do you agree? Is there yet another way to look at this question? 

4. Which verse in the Second Reading explains why Catholics genuflect (or bow deeply) whenever they enter 

a Catholic church or leave it? Do you sense the physical presence of God in a Catholic church? 

5. One of the themes of this day is: “Truth will not be suppressed.” Have you ever had to tell the truth about 

something, even though some were urging you not to do so? What happened, in the end? 

6. Which Holy Week liturgy or part of a certain Holy Week liturgy is your favorite? Please comment about 

how you intend to participate in that as fully as possible. 
 

Closing Prayer  

O Lord, we are still so easily deceived into expecting from you a kingdom governed according to our desires 

and the laws of this world. Keep our eyes fixed on the triumph of life over sin and death through the mystery of 

your cross. May we grow into a deeper understanding of the power of your love, and may we imitate it as much 

as we are capable. We ask this in your name, for you are God for ever and ever. Amen.   (Sign of the Cross) 


