
Summer 2017 

I hope you and you and your family 
are enjoying a wonderful summer! May 
the summer be a time of spiritual and 
physical renewal and refreshment for 
you and your family! 

Summer will soon give way to fall 
and we have some events coming up 
soon to help ease you into fall routines.  

Our Parish Picnic is coming up on 
Sunday, August 20th at the East 
Greenbush Town Park. We’ll begin 
with 11AM Mass at the Upper Pavilion. 
Everyone is welcome for Mass 
followed by picnic food and picnic fun.  

Please register after weekend Masses 
beginning Saturday, August 5th. For a 
dollar a person you get a basket raffle 
ticket with your registration!   

LIFT resumes in September. You 
may register after Masses beginning 
Sunday, August 6th. We’ve made some 
LIFT upgrades and updates, please 
check our front page article. 
Sacramental Preparation details are 
available in a page 2 article.  

On the technology front, you can 
learn more about Holy Spirit’s new 
myParish App and stay on top of parish 
news and events. Starting in December, 
you can receive your Newsletter and 
other selected parish mailings by email. 
If you are interested, send us your email 
address and we can send things to you 
electronically, see page 3 for details. 

Thank you for your response to the 
first of our quarterly Evangelist 
collections. The Evangelist is a 
wonderful source of news on the 
Church, both locally and world-wide. 
At $18 for 48 issues, it’s a great deal. 
You can pay your subscription (in part 
or whole) on one of our Evangelist 
collection weekends... the next is 
coming up on the weekend of  
October 14/15th. 

Thanks for your 
support!   

Yours in Christ! 
Fr Joe         
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LIFT UPGRADES AND UPDATES! 

The LIFT Team is excited to announce some of the 
changes to our upcoming LIFT Season. Sunday LIFT 
Gatherings will take place immediately following the 
11AM Mass and begin with Sunday dinner. Monday 
LIFT Gatherings will take place the next evening with 
dinner being served from 5:20 to 5:50PM. Our Monday 
Gatherings will end at 7:30PM. We are also asking all 
participants this season to take a turn helping out at the 
Gathering, either with hospitality, washing dishes, 

preparing the meal, cleaning up the gym, assisting with the power 
point, helping with the children’s program or any other way you can 
think of to help. Many hands make light work. We are all looking 
forward to a great season of LIFT! 

BUILDING PLAN: THE NEXT STAGE 

Winter and Spring saw some major work undertaken in our 
church. The stained glass windows most in need of refurbishment 
were completed. Last winter, many parishioners commented on the 
improvements in the church heating system. In the early part of 
summer, many parishioners expressed their appreciation for the 
improvements in the air conditioning.    

Recently, our Facilities Planning Committee has been working with 
our architect on site plans, landscaping and accessibility plans for our 
Parish Center.   Our committee seeks to submit plans to the East 
Greenbush Planning Board at their August meeting. Once we receive 
the Planning Board’s approval we will begin the process of getting 
quotes from local contractors.   

Currently, we are getting quotes to replace the roof of the Parish 
Center. We expect to have the sidewalk leading to the children’s room 
and two sections of concrete in the sidewalk outside the church 
replaced in August or September. 

We are now in the last six months of our Building Plan pledge 
program. Through July, we have received pledge and gift payments of 
$245,000 of the $280,000 we anticipate collecting. Thank you for your 
generous support! Many families have made sacrificial gifts and Fr. 
Joe, Kevin Haggerty and the Committee truly appreciate all you have 
done as we look to the future for our parish community! 

We’re looking to bring the pledge program to a close early in 
2018… most families will be completing their pledges in January or 
February. Fr. Joe will be mailing updated statements to our pledge and 
gift families soon. Please watch our weekly bulletin and our parish 
website for word on our progress.  

~Kevin Haggerty and Fr. Joe O’Brien 

 



HOLY SPIRIT YOUTH MINISTRY IN ACTION 

Copson House Room  
Makeover 

The fall room makeover will be 
scheduled soon. Last Spring, 
parish youth completed a room 
makeover for a resident of 
Copson House and had a blast. 
This is a great opportunity to 
serve those in need of shelter. If 
interested, please contact Eddie 

Treviño, eddie@holyspiritchurcheg.org or 477-7925. 

Youth Ministry 

All Middle and High School youth, LIFT is for you! 
LIFT meets once a month and is a wonderful 
opportunity to connect with other parish youth, build 
relationships, and learn about the Catholic faith. This 
year’s LIFT will focus on our Road to Emmaus. 

Be Strong, Be Bold, Be Courageous 
Middle School Youth Rally 

Middle Schoolers mark your calendars for Sunday, 
September 17th for the Albany Diocesan Youth Rally 
at the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception in 
Glenville. This spirit-filled 
event will be from 12:30-
6:30PM, and features Bob 
Perron of ODB Films. Check out some of their videos 
on youtube. Registration includes a t-shirt, food, 
activities and more! For more information, please 
visit the rally website, www.icglenville.com/youth-
rally. If you are interested in attending, please contact 
Eddie Treviño at eddie@holyspiritchurcheg.org or 
477-7925.  

PARISH PICNIC & BASKET RAFFLE 

The Parish Picnic will be on Sunday, August 20th at 
the East Greenbush Town Park upper pavilion along 
with the 11AM Mass. The cost to attend the picnic is 
only $1 (free for those under 5 and over 65). Tickets 
may be purchased beginning August 5th after each 
Mass and includes a Raffle Basket ticket. Each family 
is asked to bring a side dish or dessert with a serving 
utensil. The church provides hamburgers, hot dogs, 
and drinks. The EG Town Park is located at the end 
of Town Park Road off of Elliot Road between  
Rte. 151 and Leslie Circle.  

The annual Basket Raffle will be held during the 
picnic. We hope that you also consider donating a 
basket for the raffle. They can be for any age and of 
any size. All money raised by the raffle goes to youth 
ministry service projects such as the Copson House 
room makeover. You do not have to be present at the 
picnic to win a Basket! 

JOURNEY WITH US THIS YEAR IN LIFT 

Join us this season for LIFT as we explore our faith 
journey. Who helps guide you on your journey? 
What is discernment? How can I keep the Sabbath in 
today’s world? What is free will? How do I form my 
conscience? 

We will explore these and many other questions. 
Our faith journey is life-long and we take many 
detours, pot-holes and roundabouts. Let us break 
bread with a delicious dinner, pray, explore and 
share faith.  

Refer to our enclosed LIFT Handbook for more 
information. Check the front page of this Newsletter 
for registration dates and times. LIFT is life-long, 
event-centered, intergenerational faith formation. 
Everyone is welcome! We are: Living in Faith 
Together. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION NEWS 

I am hoping that this is your best summer ever! This great time of year is making the clubhouse turn into 
August and while we still have time for enjoying this season, I am thinking ahead to our sacramental 
preparation year. Just a heads up for you at this stage! Families attending our 2017-18 Parish LIFT (Living In 
Faith Together) program will also be able to register  their  child for  the First Reconciliation and First 
Eucharist programs. Children being registered for these sacraments should be seven years old or older. 

Families with 14-15year old teens eligible for Confirmation preparation will attend parish LIFT Gatherings 
from September to May. We also have one Confirmation meeting a month beginning in January through June, 
with rehearsal and Confirmation taking place in the fall of 2018.  

Candidates must have completed a season of LIFT prior to beginning preparation for each 
sacrament. During the preparation season, candidates are expected to attend LIFT and their 
preparation gatherings.  

Our present Confirmation candidates will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation this fall. We 
have a wonderful group of young people, who are truly engaged in learning about their Catholic faith 
and Confirmation. Please hold them up in prayer as they approach their full initiation into  
the Church.  

~Peace, Marie Frost, Sacramental Preparation Coordinator marie@holyspiritchurcheg.org 
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Faith. Knowledge. Community. 

Summer Camp is in full swing and our campers are having a blast! Our maintenance and office staff are 
hard at work preparing for the upcoming school year. We cannot wait to welcome all of our students, parents 
and family members back at our annual Back-to-School Ice Cream Social Event on Monday, August 28th. Our 
PreK and Kindergarten families will be joining us from 3 to 4:30PM and our 1st through 8th Grade families will 
follow from 4:30 to 6PM. We look forward to welcoming everyone back and kicking off the new school year. 

We are still accepting registrations for the upcoming school year. If you, or someone you know, is interested 
in our school, please contact us at 518-477-5739 or email us at hssoffice@hsseg.com. We would be happy to 
schedule a tour, discuss the school with you, and help you enroll and join our school community for the 2017-
2018 school year. You can find more information about the school by visiting our newly redesigned website at 
www.hsseg.com. Thank you and God Bless. 

~Mike Kosar, School Principal 

POPE FRANCIS ANNOUNCES THE FIRST 
WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
November 19, 2017 

Let us love, not with words, but with deeds. 

‘This new World Day, therefore, should become a 
powerful appeal to our consciences as believers, 
allowing us to grow in the conviction that sharing 
with the poor enables us to understand the deepest 
truth of the Gospel. The poor are not a problem: they 
are a resource from which to draw as we strive to 
accept and practice in our lives the essence of the 
Gospel.’ 

LIFT Registration Weekends are Scheduled for: Sunday, August 6th, 13th, & 20th and Saturday,  
August 12th and 19th following each Mass. LIFT registration forms and handbook will be available. 

We will have LIFT Team members on hand to assist you and answer any questions you may have.  

Please contact laura@holyspiritchurcheg.org for more information. 

WE ARE TRYING TO GO GREEN 

Beginning with the Christmas Newsletter, our parish 
would like to offer you the option of having 
information emailed to you. We send out almost 
1,200 newsletters three times a year.  

The Pros: 

 Save the cost of printing and postage  
 Go green—less trees harvested  
 Catholic Social teaching values care of the earth 
 Ability to send color photographs 

We will continue to send out paper copies if  
you prefer or don’t have email. We always obey  
the 12th Commandment—Thou shalt not SPAM thy 
parishioners. We will not sell your email address to 
third parties! 

So if you would like to have newsletters emailed to 
you, please send an email with ‘Yes to Newsletters’ 
in the subject line to info@holyspiritchurcheg.org. If 
you don’t want email, you don’t have to do 
anything! 

Follow Holy Spirit Church on Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/holyspiritchurcheg and 

Twitter @HolySpiritEG.  

ATTENTION PARENTS of 6 & 7 and 14 & 15 
year olds. Are your  children ready to begin 
preparation to celebrate the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation, the Eucharist or Confirmation? 
Preparation is a two part process. The first year, all 
candidates will participate in LIFT with their 
families. The second year will consist of family 
LIFT participation and Sacramental Preparation. For 
further information, please contact Marie Frost 
marie@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

DOWNLOAD OUR NEW MYPARISH APP! 

Our new Church of the Holy Spirit app is now 
available to download for your iPhone and Android 
smart phones. Stay connected with our parish 
24/7/365 with instant notifications, an easy-to-access 
event calendar, and the ability to quickly reply to or 
share messages via Facebook or Twitter. 
Also enjoy a bunch of additional features 
like prayers, daily readings, helpful 
reminders to silence your phone before 
Mass or Reconciliation, and much more. 

Download our app today at 
myparishapp.com or search your phone’s app store 
for myParish. 

 



MUSIC NOTES 

We hope everyone is enjoying their summer with fun in 
the sun and adventures galore! We are looking for young 
people to lead the singing for the 11AM Mass at the picnic 
on Sunday, August 20th. There will be a rehearsal in the 

church on Sunday, August 13th at 9:45AM to learn some fun, 
upbeat music for the Parish Picnic Mass, and we hope you can 
be part of the celebration. Please let either Eddie Treviño or 
Justine Crevatas know if you’ll be able to be part of this 
special choir.  

In other news, I am resigning from my position at Holy 
Spirit to become the full-time music minister at St. Madeline 
Sophie in Schenectady. I’ve greatly enjoyed my time here and 
leading the parish community in song and praise. I am going to 
miss this community very much. I’m so thankful for the 
opportunities provided at Holy Spirit Church and all I’ve 
learned and grown in leading music and in my faith. I truly 
appreciate your support and well wishes. Thank you! 

~Justine Crevatas, Parish Music Minister 

FALL EVENTS 

 Aug. 6 LIFT Registration 
Holy Spirit School Gym, after each Mass 
 Aug. 12 & 13 LIFT Registration 
Holy Spirit School Gym, after each Mass 
 Aug. 12 & 13 Blessing of College Students 
Holy Spirit School Church, at each Mass 
 Aug. 12 Cookies & Lemonade 
Holy Spirit School Gym, 5PM 
 Aug. 16 Wacky Wednesday 
Holy Spirit Picnic Tables 6:30PM 
 Aug. 19 & 20 LIFT Registration 
After each Mass 
 Aug. 20, 11AM Mass, Picnic & Basket Raffle 
East Greenbush Town Park 
 Sep. 4 Labor Day—Parish Center closed 
 Sep. 6 First Day of School (half day) 
Holy Spirit School 
 Sep. 10 LIFT Gathering 
School Gym, immediately after 11AM Mass 
 Sep. 11 LIFT Gathering 
School Gym, 5:30PM 
 Sep. 24 Confirmation Candidate & Sponsor 

Meeting—Gym, 12PM 
 Sep. 28 Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
Parish Center, 6:45PM 
 Oct. 7 Blessing of the Pets 
Holy Spirit Parking Lot, 12PM 
 Oct. 9 Columbus Day—Parish Center closed 
 Oct. 14 & 15 Pillow & Blanket Drive 
Bring your items to Church 
 Oct. 15 LIFT Gathering 
School Gym, immediately after 11AM Mass 
 Oct. 16 LIFT Gathering 
School Gym, 5:30PM 
 Nov. 1 All Saints Day 
Holy Spirit Church Mass: 8:30AM, 6PM 
 Nov. 2 All Souls’ Day Prayer Service 
Holy Spirit Church 6:30PM 
 Nov. 5 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 Nov. 10 Veterans’ Day-Parish Center closed 
 Nov. 11 & 12 Fair Trade Coffee & Chocolate 

Sale—Gym, after all Masses 
 Nov. 12 LIFT Gathering 
School Gym, immediately after 11AM Mass 
 Nov. 13 LIFT Gathering 
School Gym, 5:30PM 

 Nov. 19 Pope Francis’ Day of the Poor 

Join us for hospitality after Mass each 
first Sunday of the month. 

Church of the Holy Spirit • 667 Columbia Turnpike • East Greenbush, NY 12061 •518-477-7925• holyspiritchurcheg.org 

  

Join us for our first LIFT Gathering:  

Sunday, September 10th, immediately after 11AM Mass, 
or Monday, September 11th, 5:20—7:30PM 

Dinner is included! 

RCIA 

In the early church people who were 
attracted to what they heard about Jesus would 
come to meetings at the home churches where 
Jesus’ followers were gathered. They would 
listen to the stories about Jesus which became 
the Gospels and they would go with disciples to 
receive instruction about how the Gospels teach 
us to be followers of Jesus. 

Today the Church has revived this ancient practice in the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). People 
interested in learning about what the Catholic church is about 
come to sessions where the Gospels are shared and the 
teachings of the Church are explained and discussed. 

The RCIA is for those who have never been baptized in a 
Christian tradition (catechumens), and those who have been 
previously baptized but never celebrated Confirmation or First 
Eucharist (candidates). 

The RCIA Team at Holy Spirit begins meeting in 
September, usually on Sunday mornings. The team is a cross-
section of parishioners who share how they live out the 
Gospel message of Jesus in their daily lives. 

Anyone who is interested in either exploring whether the 
Catholic Church is where the Holy Spirit is leading them, or 
becoming an RCIA Team member should contact Deacon Bill 
Dringus (deacon1275@aol.com). 

 


