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F rom the beginning, this one Church has 
been marked by a great diversity which 
comes from both the variety of God’s 

gifts and the diversity of those who receive 
them. Within the unity of the People of God, a 
multiplicity of peoples and cultures is gathered 
together. Among the Church’s members, there 
are different gifts, offices, conditions, and ways 
of life… The great richness of such diversity is 
not opposed to the Church’s unity. Yet sin and 

the burden of its consequences constantly 
threaten the gift of unity. And so the Apostle has 
to exhort Christians to ‘maintain the unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace.’” (CCC 814) 
When we speak of unity in our Church we 

are not speaking of sameness. God has created 
us all uniquely different and there is not one of 
us that is the perfect reflection of His creative 
power (even though some of our mothers may 
have told us differently). What unites us in faith 
is our belief that even though we are sinners, 
together united in the Holy Spirit we can and do, 
amazing and beautiful things in the name of the 
Lord. 

We are united in God’s love for us. Remem-
ber being a Christian is realizing that God has 
loved us always and will continue to love us 
through eternity. 

We are united in God’s Word – when we  
reflect and let the Scripture nurture our souls we 
unite in the joy of the Gospel. 

We are united in the Sacraments – when  
we share the sacraments we are united in our  
personal encounter with our Savior and 
strengthened for the continued pilgrimage  
towards heaven. 

We are united in charity – as a community 
we achieve so much more together. Think of our 
underwear Sunday, our food drive, our help 

with San Jose mission, our St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. 

We are united in worship – when you come 
and celebrate your faith in community, I hope 
you look around and see brothers and sisters on 
the journey with you. Remembering always 
what St. Teresa of Calcutta taught us; “Church 
is not a hotel for saints, rather it is a hospital 
for sinners”. 

 
“I pray not only for them, but also for those 
who will believe in me through their word, so 
that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in 
me and I in you, that they also may be in us, 
that the world may believe that you sent me. 
And I have given them the glory you gave me, 
so that they may be one, as we are one, I in 
them and you in me, that they may be brought 
to perfection as one, that the world may know 
that you sent me, and that you loved them even 
as you loved me. Father, they are your gift to 
me. I wish that where I am they also may be 
with me, that they may see my glory that you 
gave me, because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world” (John 17:20-24). 

 

Peace and Joy, 
 Fr. Dermot Dunne 

Fr. Dermot Dunne 
Pastor 

 

United in Faith 
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By Bill Brown  

T his past spring, I walked the Camino de 
Santiago (The Way of St. James) with 
fellow parishioner Steve Powell.  

Specifically, we walked the Camino Frances, which 
starts in France in the city of 
St. Jean Pied de Port and 
runs 500 miles along the 
mountains and plains of 
northern Spain. The route is 
a Holy Pilgrimage dating 
back to the ninth century 
whereby the faithful visit the 
tomb of the apostle  
St. James the Greater. It took 
me 32 days.  

We had been training for six months, but the 
problem was Florida is flat. On our first day we had 
to overcome 4000 ft in elevation while walking 15.6 
miles. The first thing that went was my pride. I 
thought I was ready, but as I gasped for breath I 
watched middle-aged German ladies whiz by me. 
Then, as the weeks went by it was the daily grind of 
walking about fifteen miles a day, much of it steep 
hills up and down. Another hardship was the  
Albergues (Spanish Hostels), which typically  
contain thirty bunk beds sharing, three showers and 
three toilets for both men and women. Fortunately, 
I’m not shy.  

After the first day’s walk, the rains came along 
with unseasonably cold weather. For almost four 
weeks it rained almost every day with the tempera-
ture getting into the forties at night. We weren’t  
prepared for walking in fifty-degree rain and  
suffered for it. Then there were blisters and injuries. 
The challenges kept coming from all directions.  

After about two weeks into the trip I came to  
realize that the challenge of the Camino is not the 
hills, the walking, the Albergues, the blisters, or the 
weather. It is conquering the bad attitude brought on 
by such challenges. This is where St. James, Mary 
and Jesus come into play. I was saying a rosary and 
Divine Mercy Chaplet every day, and my prayers 
finally took effect.  

 
We met people from 32 different countries.  

Inevitably the conversations would cover why each 
of us was on the Camino. The reasons varied:  
adventure, student summer, avid hiker, etc. When it 
was my turn I stated, “I am on a Holy Pilgrimage to 

honor our Lord Jesus Christ 
by visiting the tomb of His 
great friend and apostle,  
St. James.” That statement 
spurred on many discussions 
about faith in God. I was 
able to attend Mass fifteen 
times. 
 Two-thirds into the 
Camino, Steve and I sepa-
rated since we wanted to 

walk at different paces. I started walking farther 
each day, so in the next four days I had walked 78 
miles, much more than the guidebook. In my  
remaining days I tried to reach my limits as much as 
I could. The walk to Camponaraya was the first such 
day. I was nineteen miles into my 23-mile day.  
Exhaustion had set in as I cooled off under a railroad 
overpass. I told Jesus, “I can’t do this. You will have 
to carry me.” The next four miles were a blur. I 
must have said the Jesus Prayer a thousand times. 
“Lord Jesus Christ (wheeze) Son of God (wheeze) 
have mercy on me (wheeze) a sinner.”  I made it. I 
know I have never placed myself more completely 
in God’s care. When one has nothing left physically, 
one has no choice but to trust in God. 

The Camino will never be equaled when it comes 
to finding myself and where I fit in God’s plan. 
What I miss most is the time I spent with Jesus; 
hours and hours each day, walking and talking to 
Jesus, Mary and St. James.   
 
Bill Brown and his wife, Julie, 
have been parishioners since 
1998. They have four adult  
children who were all confirmed 
at St. Stephen. Bill and Julie  
are active in many ministries 
including the new Outreach  
Ministry and Extraordinary  
Ministers of Holy Communion 
(EMHC) to Brandon Hospital. 

 My Camino 
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By Clarissa Carruthers-Dodsworth 

T his year alone, one million preborn children 
will suffer horrific deaths by dismember-
ment, lethal injection, or denial of the  

nutrients they need to live. The abortion industry  
exploits the broken bodies  
of these children – and  
vulnerable women and 
girls – for power and 
profit. 

Liveaction.org has 
turned heads this year  
making a much-needed 
breakthrough in highlight-
ing the hidden realities of 
the abortion industry. 
Where it masquerades  
behind titles such as “Women’s Health Care” and 
“Choices”, instead offering “Lies“ and “Brokenness” 
that snowball into other deep-rooted social justice 
issues we face today. Is it just a ‘choice’, left up to 
an individual? Hearts and minds of many who once 
thought this way have been changed 
once the darkness has been brought to 
the light, exposing the many dangers 
these abortion mills are heavily 
involved in; human trafficking being 
one of them. Long gone are the days 
where we ignore a controversial topic 
for the sake of saving feelings. This is 
NOT a political issue. We owe it to the 
women and men who have been affected by the 
culture of death to talk about it and start offering 
options for real healing! Project Rachel does just 
that and more!  

While October is highlighted as Pro-Life month, 
don’t be so quick to put out the fire! We are just 
warming up. January continues to carry on the torch 
with the anniversary of Roe V. Wade Supreme 
Court decision which legalized abortion and  
contradicted our first inalienable right as humans: to 
life and the pursuit of happiness. We commemorate 
this tragic historical event by rallying to champion 
life in Washington, D.C. at the National March for  

 
Life. Students everywhere across the globe gear up  
for this momentous event where hundreds upon  
thousands unite in faith, all for one glorious cause: 
LIFE!  

I had the pleasure of interviewing some of  
St. Stephen’s youngest 
champions for life right 
within our parish walls and 
got an insider’s perspective 
at last year’s march. Here’s 
what they had to say:  
 
 “For me, March for Life 
was an amazing opportu-
nity. It was powerful to go 
somewhere with thousands 
of people who believe in 

the value of life. I had never seen so many people 
assembled for one cause like that. After the March I 
was truly inspired, I came home confident and ready 
to talk about what I believe about the value of life. 
Since the March, I have stood up for my beliefs to 

people who challenge them, something 
I might have shied away from before.” 
– Savannah Crone (pictured right) 
 “The March for life in Washington, 
D.C. was an amazing experience. 
Even though some of our brothers and 
sisters in Christ could not be with us 
at the D.C. March, there were other 
marches in every state, while it was 

being broadcast on a screen in the square where the 
March started. There was so much diversity! The 
most memorable moment I captured were nuns 
dancing with Baptist women singing praises to the 
Lord! Talk about UNITED IN FAITH! I saw many 
people holding hands in a line praying the rosary 
while walking. It was the best experience I could 
have ever imagined!” – Angelia Marrero-Dodsworth 
(pictured left) 

“I went to the March For Life for the first time in 
January 2018. My sisters had gone a few years  
before me so I thought I knew what to expect. The 
weather was a lot warmer than we had anticipated 

 United in Faith For Life 

March For Life 2018 
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and there were so many people marching! There 
were youth groups, college groups, and 
what seemed to be entire churches 
marching. Everyone was truly happy to 
be there. When we got to the rally, the 
excitement from the groups already pre-
sent spread to all, and the enthusiasm 
grew. When the March began, people 
cheerfully raised their signs and walked 
from the National Mall to the Supreme 
Court, happy to be taking a stand for 

life. Seeing so many people peacefully united for life 
gives me hope that our country still 
does value LIFE.” – Colin Doyle 
(Pictured left)    
 
Clarissa Dodsworth is a wife 
and homeschooling mother  
of five, disability advo-
cate, licensed real estate 
agent and lover of all things 
LIFE! As a Kentucky native 
she enjoys horse racing and 
is a Louisville Cardinals fan 
all the way! 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Hours 
From the Office of Readings The Statement of Faith 
by St. John Damascene, priest (excerpt). 

Y ou have called me, Lord, to minister to 
your people. O Lord, you led me from my 
father’s loins and formed me in my 

mother’s womb. You brought me, a naked babe, 
into the light of day, for nature’s laws always obey 
your commands. 

By the blessing of the Holy Spirit, you prepared 
my creation and my existence, not because man 
willed it or flesh desired it, but by your ineffable 
grace. The birth you prepared for me was such that 
it surpassed the laws of our nature. You sent me 
forth into the light by adopting me as your son and 
you enrolled me among the children of your holy 
and spotless Church. 

You nursed me with the spiritual milk of your 
divine utterances. You kept me alive with the solid 
food of the body of Jesus Christ, your only-begotten 
Son for our redemption. And he undertook the task 
willingly and did not shrink from it. Indeed, he  
applied himself to it as though destined for sacrifice, 
like an innocent lamb. Although he was God, he  
became man, and in his human will,  
became obedient to you, God his  
Father, unto death, even death on a cross. 

In this way you have humbled yourself, 
Christ my God, so that you might carry 
me, your stray sheep, on your shoulders. 
You let me graze in green pastures,  
refreshing me with the waters of orthodox 

teaching at the hands of your shepherds. You  
pastured these shepherds, and now they in turn tend 
your chosen and special flock. Now you have called 
me, Lord, by the hand of your bishop to minister to 
your people. I do not know why you have done so, 
for you alone know that. Lord, lighten the heavy 
burden of the sins through which I have seriously 
transgressed. Purify my mind and heart. Like a  
shining lamp, lead me along the straight path. When 
I open my mouth, tell me what I should say. By the 
fiery tongue of your Spirit make my own tongue 
ready. Stay with me always and keep me in your 
sight. 

Lead me to pastures, Lord, and graze there with 
me. Do not let my heart lean either to the right or to 
the left, but let your good Spirit guide me along the 
straight path. Whatever I do, let it be in accordance 
with your will, now until the end. 

And you, O Church, are a most excellent  
assembly, the noble summit of perfect purity, whose  
assistance comes from God. You in whom God 
lives, receive from us an exposition of the faith that 
is free from error, to strengthen the Church, just as 
our Fathers handed it down to us.  

St. John Damascene, priest and doctor, was 
born of a Christian family in Damascus in 
the latter part of the seventh century. 
Learned in philosophy, he became a monk 
in the monastery of Saint Sabbas near 
Jerusalem and was then ordained a priest. 
He wrote many doctrinal works, 
particularly against iconoclasts. He died in 
the middle of the eighth century.  
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By Nick Turco  

I  recently took on the role of coordinator of the 
Ministry Fair. The parish council decided to 
proceed with the event in mid-June. Given the 

availability of the Family Life Center, the best avail-
able dates were September 8 and 9, approximately 
eleven weeks from the decision to proceed, a  
relatively short period of time to plan such an event. 

As I worked with the many ministry leaders, 
nearly all of them wanted to participate and were 
excited to do so. No one objected to the short time 
table. They just wanted to be part of the event and 
help their ministries grow stronger by recruiting new 
members. As we set up for the fair on the Saturday, I 
was taken aback by the energy the volunteers  
displayed, their willingness to work through some 
last-minute issues, and the creativity many of them 
used to decorate their tables. 

During the fair, it was refreshing to overhear  
discussions that ministry members had with  
prospective volunteers. To some degree, I think  
each member, in explaining their ministry role and 
mission, helped remind them, not only why they  
exist as a ministry, but also helped them appreciate 
the good they do in the parish. 

One of the most satisfying parts of the weekend 
was watching the different ministry members inter-
act with each other. The quiet time between Masses 
provided a very relaxed setting where the volunteers 
could share fellowship. 

As I observed all the interactions, I thought about 
our parish and the experiences I’ve had at other  
parishes. My wife, Carolyn and I, have lived in  
Florida for nearly thirteen years, joining St. Stephen 
in 2006. In 2012, we moved to St. Petersburg and  
visited seven different parishes, trying to find one 
where we could become engaged. Much to our  
disappointment, none of the parishes compared to  
St. Stephen. 

 
I have oftentimes reflected on why there was 

such a difference between St. Stephen and the other  
parishes. What became clear to me was that the  
pastor and the parish staff, as well as the various 
ministries, had a very high level of commitment in 
making St. Stephen a welcoming family. The parish-
ioners form a “tapestry” with many different threads 
of backgrounds, ages, experiences, nationalities, etc. 
that make the parish stronger and a more spiritual 
place to worship. 

We have a beautiful new church building. Over 
the next few years, the goals of the parish (all of us) 
will focus on making the parish a warmer and more 
welcoming family to all, where we can grow and 
enrich our worship life, strengthen our Catholic 
identity, and address the spiritual and physical needs 
of the parish family. They are ambitious goals which 
can only be accomplished with the involvement  
of the thousands of people who belong to our  
parish. Three ministries, Outreach, Welcoming, and 
Stewardship have either been created or will be  
refocused. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, they 
will lead the effort in bringing inactive Catholics 
back to the Church, making all feel welcomed, and 
in making Disciples for Christ, as we are all called 
to do. 

I look forward to being part of this journey as do 
the hundreds of members who participated in the 
ministry fair. Please consider joining a ministry. I 
believe you will find it rewarding, that in some small 
way, you are doing what God has put us on earth to 
do; to take care of each other 
and making everyone in the 
community feel welcomed. 
Get involved, you and the  
parish will be better for it!   
 
Nick Turco is a Member of the Parish 
Council and the Knights of Columbus. 

 Being Part of the Family 

 
As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also 
Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free  
persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit. 1Corinthians 12:12-13 



 

Quarterly Blessings  7  

 
 

 

“Our Greeters”   
7” h x 5.5” w walnut ink on watercolor paper. 
Our Greeters at St. Stephen Church, pass on the Blessings of the Holy Family, and offer their acceptance and 
love to every person and family that enters our doors. – Chris Klein 
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Angel of the Year Award 
By Nicki Gallagher 

O n November 10, Angels Among Us  
celebrated the nominations of thirteen  
Angels for the First Annual Angel of the 

Year Award. All nominees are  
extraordinary parishioners who 
selflessly give their time to elevate 
Christian values in our commu-
nity. The Angel Award Committee 
selected the three finalists because 
they are individuals who offer 
planning and enthusiasm to our 
church ministries and have offered leader-
ship to the church and school. Their time 
and energy has provided change in ways 
that have helped and supported the lives of 
others, with empathy and compassion.  
The Gala provided an opportunity for  
parishioners, school families and friends to 
get to know these Angels Among Us. It is 
my pleasure to tell you a little about each of 
the finalists:  

Caryl Nolan has dedicated 
a great part of her life to 
working with the children of 
the community at Saint 
Stephen Catholic School and 
other schools in the diocese. 
Caryl was a driving force in 
the success of Angels and 
served as the Angels chair for 
several years. She has served 
in various ministries and 
committees including Liturgy, Ushers, Ex-
traordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
(EMHC) and the Cross and the Light. Pres-
ently, Caryl is serving with the Community 
for Women. Everyone who knows Caryl 
speak of her upbeat attitude, spiritual 
strength and beautiful smile. 

Kit Moretuzzo is a ministry pioneer as 
she began the Faith Community Nursing 
Program approximately ten years ago. The  

 
clinic helps St. Vincent dePaul (SVDP) clients with 
medical concerns when they visit the food bank. She 
also participates with Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA), a prayer group and helps with SVDP 
in many ways. Kit is known for being a kind, caring 

and loving person. Friends speak 
of how she goes out of her way to 
help others and to pray for those 
who are in need.  
 Mark Lovejoy is known for his 
consistent selfless acts of kind-
ness. He volunteers at the Veter-
ans’ Hospital and offers to help 

parishioners with chores 
they may be unable to do. 
Mark sings in the adult 
choir, is a Grand Knight 
and participates in the 
Men’s Club. Not only  
did he help out at the  
Warrior’s Place but was 
able to recruit five knights 
to join him. His family 
says Mark is an amazing 

man who knows how to get things done.  
 Thanks to all who took the time to 
nominate a special parishioner who  
generously and consistently gives of his 
or her time and talents. Congratulations 
to Caryl, Kit and Mark and all the  
nominees (listed below) who are well  
deserving of being nominated an Angel 
Among Us. 

 Jan Goldonowicz  
 Marty Diebold 
 Joan Donahue   
 Scott Dunlap   
 Maria Hoffman 
 Anna May Lovejoy 
 Jose Rivera  
 Ted Russell 
 Nancy Shirina  
 Ed Veronick   

 Guests of the Quarter 
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By Rebecca Till  

B eauty is an aspect of God that draws us  
into the contemplation of His sublime and  
vibrant nature. Appropriately, we use our 

artistic talents to create an atmosphere for our  
worship space that both reflects this aspect of Him 
and raises our eyes towards Him, helping to lead our 
assembly into a deeper communion with the Divine. 
The Art and Environment (A&E) team members 
seek to fulfill this mission. 

We do have certain guidelines to follow: enhanc-
ing our space without overwhelming important  
focal points in the sanctuary; using the appropriate 
colors (there are only six of them: purple, rose, 
white, green, red, and funeral black); and working 
within our budget. The four main focal points we 
adorn are the altar, the ambo, the presider’s chair, 
and the tabernacle; we also beautify the baptismal 
font on distinctive feast days. Outside the building, 
we attempt to decorate in a manner which invites the 
greater community into worship with us. 

We all love the colors of the secular seasons, but 
they don’t necessarily share in the rich symbolism of 
our liturgical colors. Beginning the church year,  
advent is time of preparation for the comings of  
Jesus – first for His second coming and then for His 
birth. This time of both waiting and of celebration is 
represented by royal purple and by rose for Gaudete 
Sunday. Christmas is the solemnity of the Church in 
which we celebrate the birth of our incarnate Savior.  
White is the color of joy; silver and gold accents add  
to the exuberance! During ordinary time (which is 
split into two sections) we follow Jesus’ life through 
the gospel.  

 
Green is the color of hope and of growth. Our 

decorations in the church during this time are  
relatively simple live plants – the focus is on grow-
ing and deepening our life as disciples in the body of 
Christ. Lent is a sober time of penitential waiting.  
The church appears barren and desert-like during 
this season as we examine ourselves frankly,  
acknowledge our spiritual poverty before God and 
our need for Jesus the Christ, and as we empty  
ourselves of everything that hinders our relationship 
with God.  

We use red-purple to denote our preparation in 
anticipation of the Paschal mystery, with rose on 
Laetare Sunday. Touches of vibrant red on Palm 
Sunday and Good Friday remind us of the blood of 
sacrifice – Jesus’ of course, but also our own as His 
disciples. Priests wear red vestments on the feast 
days of the martyrs for this reason.  

Easter, the celebration of the Resurrection of the 
Lord, is the climax of Jesus’ entire ministry on Earth 
and is therefore our greatest feast day. We celebrate 
our explosion of intense joy with elation and a 
plethora of white!  

Pentecost is a solemnity in red, in reference to the 
ardent fire of the Holy Spirit which descended upon 
Mary and the apostles in the upper room. 

The preparations for Holy Week and Easter, as 
they do for Christmas, require much extra effort and 
we always welcome helping hands! We do have an 
active email to direct inquiries, to volunteer, or to 
buy a flower arrangement if one would like to  
share an occasion with the church.  

art_and_environment@ststephencatholic.org  
For further information:  
The Ministry of Liturgical Environment by Joyce 

Ann Zimmerman 
Built of Living Stones: 

Art, Architecture, and Wor-
ship by USCCB   
 
Rebecca loves being an active  
member of the A&E ministry here at 
St. Stephen. 

 The Colors of Church 
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Student interviews 

T he Students of SSCS (St. Stephen Catholic 
School) attend Mass every Wednesday 
morning as a faithful community. The 

youngest attend with a buddy from middle school 
for support. The students have learned that God 
made us as social beings and wants us to come  
together to worship Him. 
 
How has the Church played a role in developing 
and strengthening your faith? 

 
The church has played a role in strengthening my 

faith by teaching me and sharing sacraments with 
me. - Emma Back, 7th grade 

      
The church has taught me and answered  

questions about my faith. - LJ Dunphy, 7th grade 
 
It helped me learn more about our own faith and 

the history of it. - Eyla Woods O’Toole, 6th grade 
 
The church has helped strengthen my faith when 

we go to Adoration and spend quiet time with Jesus.  
- Grace Hills, 8th grade 

 
What do you see as the value in attending Mass 
each week with your fellow students? 

 
At the Wednesday Mass, everything is student-

run from the readings to the offering of the gifts, so 
we come together more as a school community. The  

 
older students also find joy during the Wednesday 
Mass through participating with their younger Mass 
buddies. - Grace Hills, 8th grade 
 

The value I see in attending Mass with my fellow 
students is to see the example of God every week and 
lead the younger students to a path of faith. - Dante 
Searls, 7th grade 

 
I see the value in attending Mass with my fellow 

students because I feel like it’s a good time to con-
nect with them to God. - John Sumagang, 5th grade 

 
How has Mass each Wednesday united your faith 
with others? 

 
The homilies presented by the priests are more 

relatable from a kid's perspective. Hearing the same 
message unites us, and it helps us learn more about 
how to put our faith in action. - Grace Hills, 8th 
grade 

 
Mass each week has united my faith with others 

by giving me people I can talk to about my faith. It 
also helps me become more patient with others. 
Every Wednesday when we go to Mass with our  
buddies, we get to teach them and fulfill our promise 
with God. - Emma Back, 7th grade 

 
Mass has united my faith with others because 

every Wednesday we receive the Eucharist together 
as sisters and brothers in Christ. We also pray not 

 Reflecting on the Mass 
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only with each other, but also for each other. - Sarita 
Hernandez, 5th grade 

 
By being an altar server at Wednesday school 

Mass, I feel closer to God. - Garrett Hollinshead, 7th 
grade.  

 

 

Dad’s Cub at SSCS  
by Shaun Gallagher  

I n early summer Linda Umoh, Principal of 
SSCS (St. Stephen Catholic School)  recog-
nized the need for “a few good men” to help 

with some repair work needed at the school. So, the 
Dads Club was formed. Under the beautiful Florida 
summer sunshine, Dads, grandfathers, uncles, and a 
brave mom, heeded the call for help and arrived at 
the school, tools in hand. No job was too big or too 
small. There was a play set to stain, trenches to dig, 
an awning to take down, and a media center to make 
over. 

Dads enjoyed the camaraderie and the sense of 
community along with some great pizza and many 
fun moments. Friendships were formed and plans 
are in the works to discover innovative ways in 
which Dads can continue to support SSCS. Special 
Thanks to the dads that were All In and we look for-
ward to the new projects that are just around the 
corner.  
 
Shaun Gallagher, dad of two; Connor who enjoys kindergarten at 
SSCS and Liam, who is his big brother in the fourth grade. 

 

“We are strongest when we are united.” – 
Fr. Tim Williford 

ANSWERS:  
Christmas Scripture Quiz page 21. 
If you don’t score so well, pick up your Bible 
and read the Nativity stories in Matthew and 
Luke. 
 
1. c) Although tradition suggests there were 
three wise men because of 3 gifts 
2. c) 
3. c) Magi found the child with Mary, but no 
mention of Joseph Mt. 2:9-11 

4. b) Lk 1:26 
5. d) although it would be a long walk from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem the bible makes no 
mention of an animal (Lk 2:4-6) 
6. a) Lk 2:1 
7. a) 
8. c) Lk 1:30-31; Mt 1:20-21 
9. c) Mt 2:1; Lk 2:4 
10. d) although Luke tells us that the baby was 
laid in a manger, there is no mention of where 
the manger was located Lk 2:6-8 

11. e) Despite the line “the cattle were lowing, 
the poor baby wakes”, there is no mentions in 
the Bible Lk 2;6-8 
12. c) Mt 2: 7-9 
13. d) Zechariah was told Lk 1:12-13 
14. d) Mt. 2:2 
15. c) 
16. c) Mt 2:11 
17. a) Lk 2:9 
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By Ed Veronick 

E ach year during the month of December 
prior to Christmas, the Columbian Squires 
Circle 5209 and the Knights of Columbus 

14084 participate in the annual James A. Haley  
Veterans Hospital Holiday Gift Distribution event. 
In attendance for the Squires last year were the 
Chief Squire James DeLuca, Alex Crofford, and 
Logan Alfred. Knights present were our VA  
Representative Rich Sarnosky, Glen Mercer, Bob 
Haley, Deputy Chief Counselor Paul Dufraine, and 
Chief Counselor Ed Veronick. Protecting us while 
on duty at the hospital was Brother Knight Kevin 
Bourdeau. Maria Bourdeau, wife of Kevin and 
mother of Logan Alfred, also was with us to help. 
Other Squires helping with the shopping at Dollar 
Tree in Valrico were Frank and James Ferruzzi, and 
Tyler and Conner Hobbs.  

Many other organizations such as high schools 
and the Tampa area Navy Chiefs came out to fill gift  
bags with essential needs items for our hospitalized  
veterans as well. Each group in attendance then had  

 
the opportunity to decorate food carts and gurneys  
with available Christmas decorations provided by 
the VA Hospital staff. Once the items were ready to 
be delivered, each group was assigned a hospital 
staff member and taken to their respective floor for 
patient distribution. Our Squires were assigned the 
Sixth Floor South, which had the most patients total-
ing 26. After the distribution concluded, all groups 
returned to the second floor auditorium and were 
treated to a lunch of pizza. The Squires look forward 
to this event of selflessness, charity, unity, keeping 
their faith alive, and giving their time each year to 
our military veterans, who gave their all to our  
country so we may be at peace and enjoy our  
freedom. This is one small way that our youth at  
St. Stephen Catholic Church consistently provide 
service to their community, learn leadership, and 
develop their social skills. 

As their Chief Counselor for the past two years, I 
have truly enjoyed seeing how much they do care 
about their faith and support of the communities that 
they positively impact! 

 The Gift of Service 

From Left to right: Paul Dufraine, Alex Crofford, Bob Haley, Glenn Mercer, Maria Bourdeau, Kevin Bourdeau, Logan Alfred 
and Chief Squire James DeLuca. Note: The Ferruzzi brothers are not pictured in the recent visit but did help shopping for it. 
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When I read the Squires would be going to the 
VA hospital to visit the American veterans and give 
them gifts of daily essentials, I thought to myself how 
I will ever do this? How will I create a moment of 
appreciation for a veteran when I can’t even stay in 
the same room when my mom is watching her hospi-
tal TV show? Wow, was I wrong!  

Prior to the trip all of 
the Squires went to the  
dollar store and selected 
what each of us thought 
these heroes needed. It 
made me put myself in their 
place. I was now all in. 
When we were driven to the 
hospital, I wondered why I 
was not feeling anxious or 
queasy. It was then that I 
realized we were doing 
God’s work – we were  
being disciples spreading 
the love of Jesus. 

After arriving, we had 
fun decorating the gurney, filling the gift bags, and 
piling them on top of the gurney to begin our  
deliveries. Each of us wheeled the gurney in a room 
and said, “Thank you for your service. We brought 
you Christmas gifts.” The heroes that we met were 
so appreciative and surprised. I wanted to make 
them feel as special as they are. In the end I was the 
one who grew in faith and love for our country. 

– Alex Crofford 

Having the opportunity to shop for and then visit 
with our Veterans at the James A. Haley VA Center 
in Tampa was a very rewarding experience! It 
brings me closer to my faith each time as a Squire 
because we get to do little things like providing  
essential, everyday items to those in need of our  
support. We are blessed to have the ability to  

provide to our community 
thanks to the kindness and 
generosity of the parishion-
ers at St. Stephen Catholic 
Church. – James Ferruzzi 
 
 When given the opportu-
nity as a Squire to help 
those in need, it brings me 
great joy and happiness. I 
am blessed to see the smiles 
from the veterans. This is a 
small thing that they look 
forward to each year  
during the holiday season. 
It cheers them up to receive 

visitors and this makes me feel like I am truly being 
a disciple of Christ. – Frank Ferruzzi   
 
Ed Veronick and his wife Mary, have been parishioners for the past 
three years. They have two adult daughters and two grandsons. Ed, a 
retired Navy Officer, finds that his passion for serving the community, 
our youth and our parish, keeps his faith alive. He is very active in his 
neighborhood community, as well as, several ministries within our 
church, including Knights of Columbus, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion (EMHC), and the Men’s Club, to name a few. Ed 
and Mary enjoy all outdoor activities, including traveling. 

 

Homework from the Pulpit 
A Biblical Walk through the Mass by Edward Sri 

 Our pastor, Fr Dermot, has recommended that our St. Stephen community read 
this book which is currently being taught in two of our study groups.  
 From the book description:  As Catholics, the Mass is the center of our Faith. We 
celebrate it every day. We know all the responses. We know all the gestures. But do 
we know what it all means?  
 In A Biblical Walk Through the Mass, Dr. Edward Sri takes us on a unique tour of 
the liturgy. Based on the revised translation of the Mass, this book explores the bibli-

cal roots of the words and gestures we experience in the liturgy and explains their profound significance. 
This intriguing look at the Mass is sure to renew your faith and deepen your devotion to the Eucharist.  
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By Thomas P. Cummings  

G rowing up on Long Island, New York,  
I experienced the proclamation of the  
Passion, Death and Resurrection by 

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen in both New York  
parishes and on his early television program, “Life is 
Worth Living.” The good bishop won 
awards for his performances that  
attracted large, diverse audiences  
competing with Milton Berle’s  
program for top ratings. He strode onto 
the stage, his cape flowing and  
mesmerized audiences with his story-
telling abilities that brought the gospel 
stories to life and used the new media 
form to propagate the Faith. 

As a prep seminarian, I attempted to 
emulate his style. Over the years, opportunities arose 
allowing me to give presentations at Communion 
breakfasts, days of reflection, and meetings of  
various church ministries. Meanwhile, in the  
business community there were opportunities for 
keynote addresses, presentations on ethics and the 
teaching of corporate trainers.  

In 1992, I chanced upon a Toastmasters meeting 
being held in a hotel where I had given a keynote 
address. I was amazed to witness how the small 
group members were supporting each other in  
perfecting their talents. Today, I have been a  
member for more than a quarter century and I keep 
going for two reasons. First, practice brings  
improvement; and second, it’s the opportunity for 
me to pay it forward, sharing the benefits I’ve  
received from others with a new generation. 

Nearly a decade ago, bothered that members in 
some organizations looked askance or unsure during 
opening prayers or topics on morality, two  
St. Stephen parishioners chose to open the Spirited 
Toastmasters ministry. At Toastmasters, members 
can proudly practice, using their God-given talents 
to become excellent communicators and leaders. 
Several years ago, the club worked with the parish 
school 8th grade teacher to bring the Toastmasters 
experience into the classroom. 

Toastmasters is not just about honing your speak-
ing skills for an opening prayer. Before the written 
word of the New Testament was transcribed, Jesus, 
at the end of His earthly ministry, left this final  
request for His followers saying, “Go into all the 
world and preach (or proclaim) the Gospel to every 

living creature” (Mark 16:15). 
 During the first generation follow-
ing the end of our Blessed Lord’s 
earthly ministry, the Gospel was  
proclaimed. Later the writings of the 
gospels and epistles were formally 
documented in writing, ultimately 
forming what would become the canon 
that we hear read at daily Masses. 
Toastmasters aims to help its members 
proclaim the Gospel by answering an 

important question: What are you doing with your 
voice, that gift from God? 

Toastmasters works with members to overcome 
their self-doubt about speaking, out in public. Stud-
ies have shown that the fear of public speaking is 
very high on the list of fears. 

Fear is really False Evidence Appearing Real. 
Over time you can develop truly strong speaking 

skills coupled with self-confidence. You can articu-
lately stand for your beliefs and morality in the 
workplace and government. Your speaking skills 
can inspire others to use their voices for good and 
allow you to be a stronger mentor for your children 
and grandchildren – not to mention a great story-
teller! Maybe it’s time for you to find your voice and 
use it to spread the Good News.   
 
 
DTM Tom Cummings is a 
founding member of Spirited 
Toastmasters and presents 
Days of Reflection with  
several diocesan priests. His 
son, Fr. Timothy Cummings is 
the pastor at Our Lady of 
Fatima in Inverness, FL. 

 Spirited Toastmasters 
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By Magen Glogowski  

A s Christians, we are all familiar with  
St. Joseph the husband to the Virgin Mary 
and the earthly father to Jesus. Although 

many know of him, details of St. Joseph’s life  
are not as universally shared due to his 
limited appearance in the Scriptures. 
The first records of St. Joseph occur in 
the gospels of Matthew and Luke, both 
of whom mainly focus on St. Joseph’s 
tale once he and Mary are betrothed. 
Little is recorded or passed down in 
Catholic legend about Joseph’s birth or 
upbringing. Regardless of the number of 
details or stories of St. Joseph, his  
impact and legacies for Christianity  
remain essential and vital to our  
traditions. What has been taught and 
recorded about St. Joseph offers us all a role model 
to admire and strive to emulate.  

Joseph’s compassion, as taught to us through one 
of the first recorded stories, offers us an example to 
follow when faced with difficult or challenging 
situations. When Joseph learned Mary, his fiancé, 
was pregnant he decided to silently break the  
engagement so that she would not be ostracized or 
harmed for her assumed adultery, as was customary. 
Despite these customs of the time, Joseph showed 
Mary compassion and kindness by attempting to 
avoid a scandal for her. Before this could happen,  
an angel came to Joseph in a dream. The angel  
instructed Saint Joseph to continue with the engage-
ment, for the child Mary carried was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit and was to save the world from sin. 
Saint Joseph’s immediate willingness to care for 
Mary, and eventually Jesus, expresses so many 
Christian values we hold dear. His desire to save 
Mary from cruelty and persecution, his obedience to 
God ’s message, his kindness, and devotion shown 
to Mary all represent qualities we should strive  
to emulate as Christians, both individually and  
collectively as the body of Christ. 

One often associated characteristic of Saint  
Joseph’s is his humble work as a craftsman. As a  

 
carpenter, Saint Joseph would not have been among 
the wealthy in Galilee, rather the opposite. However, 
this did not deter him from giving everything to  
Jesus and Mary or the Temple. It is believed he lead 
his family every year to Jerusalem for Passover  

celebrations with many offerings, which 
would not have been easy for a working 
father. St. Joseph made his faith and his 
family a priority no matter his income 
or stature.  
 Despite Joseph’s lowly occupation, 
which he passed along to Jesus, Joseph 
came from the line of David making 
him and his family line, royalty. This is 
vital, for as John 7:42 reminds us, “Has 
not the Scripture said that the Christ 
comes from the descendants of David, 
and from Bethlehem, the village where 

David was?” This information of Joseph’s lineage 
and hometown, as repeated multiple times in the  
Bible, is key to Jesus’ fulfillment as the Messiah. 
For all the debated or left-out information surround-
ing Saint Joseph, these facts of his bloodline  
connection to King David are undisputed and most 
vital.  

Unfortunately, Saint Joseph is assumed to have 
died in Nazareth before Jesus’ public works began 
and definitely before the Crucifixion of Jesus.  
Because he died as all mortals do, Saint Joseph is 
also referred to as the patron of the dying among 
other titles. His feast days are May 1, for the Feast 
of Saint Joseph the Worker since he is the patron 
saint of workers, as well as March 19 for the Feast 
of Joseph the Husband of Mary. Although details of 

his life are limited and  
debated, his legacy grants 
us a role model to greatly  
admire.  
 

Megan is currently working abroad 
in London, England for Florida 
State University’s International 
Programs as a recent graduate of 
FSU. She is assisting students in 
their international adventures and 
studies while living in her favorite 
city!  

 Saint Sidebar 
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By Debra Balkman 

E agle Scout rank is the highest advancement 
rank in Scouting. Not every boy who joins a 
Boy Scout troop earns the Eagle Scout rank. 

Only about 5 percent of all Boy Scouts do so. Since 
the founded of Boy  Scouts of America in 1911 
 almost 2.5 million young men have earned this 
rank. To earn Eagle, a Boy Scout must fulfill  
requirements in the areas of leadership, service,  
and outdoor skills. An Eagle Scout lives by the  
principles of the Scout Oath and Law in his daily 
life. This rank has a special significance as a Scout 
enters higher education, business or industry and 
community service. A Scout who earns his Eagle 
continues to live by its standards every day as men. 
That is why it is said, an Eagle Scout IS an Eagle 
Scout –not was. 
 
My Eagle Project 

My name is Nick 
O’Brien. I am a Junior at 
Bloomingdale High 
School, and I am a Life 
Scout in troop 610. I 
have been in scouting for 
10 years. When it was 
time to decide which  
organization I wanted to 
do my Eagle project for, 
the one organization that 
came to mind was  
St. Stephen Catholic 
Church. I chose it be-
cause I am a member of 
the church and I wanted 
to give back.  

My project was the 
removal and replacement 
of small wooden bollards 
in front of St. Stephen 
Catholic School. In addi-
tion to removing the 
wooden bollards, we  
replaced hem with PVC  

 
bollards that we painted safety yellow and topped 
off with caps. A big test in an Eagle Project is  
leadership and how you run your project. In my  
project I had to lead a big group of younger scouts in 
executing my eagle project. At the beginning it was 
tough to delegate with the groups I had created, to 
execute the tasks. But after 30 minutes, I got into a 
rhythm with periodically checking in with my scouts 
and the project was completed within the time  
constraint. Throughout the process I learned a lot 
about myself, and about leadership. I learned that 
what creates a good leader is how you handle  
pressure and how you adjust to the many challenges 
thrown your way. 

When the project was finished, my volunteers 
and I felt a great sense of accomplishment. But 

above all it was good  
to give back to the  
community that supports 
Scouts, and to step back 
with the feeling of 
“Wow, we did this!” It 
was also an amazing 
feeling when I opened 
Father Dermot’s Thank 
You card congratulating 
me for the project.  
 As a Scout, your goal 
is always to put the  
community and others 
before yourself. To 
achieve the end goal of 
completing my Eagle 
Project made me truly 
feel like I left the  
community better than 
when I started Scouting. 
 
The Food Trailer 
 My name is Ethan 
Seibert and I am a  
member of Scout Troop 
610 and a senior at 
Newsome High School. I 

  Becoming Eagles 
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am proud to say that my Eagle 
Scout project produced a much-
needed trailer for the delivery of 
donated food items between St. 
Stephen Church and the St. Vincent 
de Paul food pantry.  

Under the guidance of my  
parents and grand-father, we spent 
countless hours planning, searching 
for the perfect used trailer, buying 
shelving units and supplies, and 
then ultimately getting the trailer 
ready to turn over to the church and 
St. Vincent de Paul. I was fortunate 
to have a crew of eight other scouts 
(ages 11 to 17) to help complete the 
project. These scouts were 
eager to pitch in and I was 
happy to lead such a great 
group. We added six shelves, 
replaced a rotted door, 
painted the entire inside of 
the five by eight foot trailer, 
and then topped it off with 
professional decaling.  

In the end, the 
scouts and I put in a 
combined 25 hours of 
work. Even the morn-
ing thunderstorm 
(causing us to work 
inside my parents’  
garage) did not prevent 
us from completing the 
task. It was definitely a 
lesson in patience and 
perseverance, and I am proud of the efforts 

of my crew. It warms my 
heart to know that we have 
made a positive impact on the 
community, that will no 
doubt result in increased food 
donations to those in need.  
I am blessed to have been 
able to work with so many 
great people and to have the 
opportunity to give back.  

 Most importantly, 
Boy Scouts of America 
and the leadership of 
Troop 610 and the  
St. Stephen community 
have blessed my life by 
modeling impactful, 
moral  l eadersh ip  
qualities. I will forever 
be grateful.  

 

 
About The Cover 
 

United in Faith under The Cross of Christ, the three hands clasped together represents the 
universal church throughout the world to seek the Spirit of Unity in these troubled times.  

- Rick Tauceda 
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By Linda Perri  

I  have been a parishioner at St. Stephen for  
approximately twenty years and have always 
been involved in different ministries from teach-

ing Religious Education to serving as a coordinator 
of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
(EMHC) and several years ago attending a Christ 
Renews His Parrish (CRHP) retreat. Most recently, I 
attended the Ministry Fair at St. Stephen where I 
represented the EMHC table, encouraging fellow 
parishioners to follow their heart and serve the Lord 
by becoming an EMHC. Some of the responses I 
received were “I’m not worthy enough to do that” 
and my response to them was “None of us are!”  

Today, I feel truly blessed to have answered 
God’s call to serve Him in this manner but couldn’t 
help wonder, “What else can I do to serve?” As I 
scanned the room, my eyes were focused on the 
Quarterly Blessings table, and so I share my story 
with you. 

I was raised Catholic, attended nine years of 
Catholic school, sang in the children’s choir, but I 
never really had a strong relationship with God the 
way I do today. Over the years, my faith journey has 
taken me in different directions but has always 
brought me back where I belong. I believe what 
really brought me closer to God was the Christ  
Renews His Parrish retreat. The weekend gave me 
the opportunity to explore my faith from a totally 
different perspective – through faith sharing! Hear-
ing stories from my CRHP sisters; some very similar 
on how they, too, didn’t feel the spiritual connection 
we thought we were supposed to have, helped me 
realize that we all have something in common. We 
are children of a God, who is loving, giving, and 
merciful. 

As each woman shared her life experiences with 
the group, I was overwhelmed at times as I tried to  
hold back the tears, and at other times could not help  

 
but smile and laugh. There were bonds of trust and  
friendships formed that weekend that will always 
keep me close to my sisters in Christ. Faith does not 
discriminate but rather is defined as an opportunity 
to develop a relationship with God. He is the key  
denominator we all share as a community putting 
Him at the forefront of our lives.   

In years past, many Catholics were told that if 
they missed Mass, got divorced, had an abortion, or 
did something against the faith, they were shunned. 
Although this was common behavior, we have since 
progressed as people of faith and so has the church, 
welcoming all those who desire a closer relationship 
with Christ. My son attended Mass this past week-
end where they were celebrating with a fellow  
parishioner who was baptized Catholic but never 
followed the faith as a child and even into her adult 
life. Lorraine participated in a program called 
“Catholics Come Home” where she made her First 
Holy Communion and Confirmation at the age of 
90! When the priest acknowledged Lorraine after 
receiving these sacraments, everyone clapped,  
congratulating her. My son went up to Lorraine after 
Mass to welcome her home and she had tears in her 
eyes. She said, after all these years, she felt truly 
blessed to be part of the Catholic Church again. 

These examples show how we are “United in 
Faith” where strangers were welcomed with open 
arms into their faith community just like Jesus did 
time and time again. We are to be followers of 
Christ and live our lives for Him by following His 
commandments and loving one another as he loves 
us. May God continue to bless all of us in our faith 
journey and help us reach out to 
those in need, welcoming all 
into His home, the Church.  

God is good!   

 Unity in Faith 

 

Note from the Editor: 
 

Our sincerest apologies to Greg Visca, now Brother Sebastian Visca, for misspelling his name in the story, “His Continuous Call”  
of our Fall issue. Also, in the story, “A Thirty Year Journey” we inadvertently printed an incorrect photo of the first Pastor of  
St. Stephen Catholic Church. The correct image of Father James Johnson is shown here.  
The members of the Quarterly Blessings team pray that all of our readers have a safe and blessed Christmas season! 
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By Kathie Huff  

T here is no more magical time of the year 
than Christmas, unless you are a parent who 
cannot provide toys and a special meal for 

your family. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
(SVdP) is here to help make this time special by  
providing food and toys to 
those in need. We could 
not, however, accomplish 
this without the help and 
support of our generous 
St. Stephen parishioners. 

Throughout the month 
of October, we register 
families in need for  
the holidays. They will  
receive food for Thanks-
giving and Christmas, and 
a Christmas gift for each 
child in their family.  

On the first weekend of 
October, Vincentians pass 
out grocery bags with a 
shopping list attached. It 
is a list of food that will 
make a nice holiday  
dinner for a family. We also request a $15 gift card 
be added so that the recipient may purchase meat  
of their choice. This adds up to a tidy sum but our 
parishioners have never failed to donate all and more 
of the food and gift cards needed to help 200-250 
families.  

An “Angel Tree” is put up outside of the main 
church doors, on the weekend after 
Thanksgiving, with gift tags indicating 
the gender and age of a child in need of 
a gift. It is a joy to see parents let their 
children choose a tag and plan what 
they will purchase and donate. It is not 
only families with children who select 
Angel Tags but many other adults as 
well. 

Due to the generosity of our parish-
ioners we have been blessed with an 

abundance of food, gift cards and toys to share  
during both holidays. At times we get a call to help a 
new family in our parish or at the San Jose Mission 
in Dover, Florida. We are also blessed to be able to 
help Our Lady of Guadalupe, in Wimauma, fill the 
needs they have. Some of the families who come  

to us are grandparents 
raising grandchildren on a 
limited income. A few 
families are in situations 
where parents, adult chil-
dren and grandchildren 
must live together to 
make ends meet. At times 
we will have a family 
with a member who is 
seriously ill and much of 
their resources are spent 
on medicine, medical bills 
or gas to travel back  
and forth to hospitals or 
doctor’s offices. We strive 
to meet each family’s 
needs to the best of our  
ability. 
 Along with the parish 

community’s support, there are a number of very 
generous individual donors who support our work 
throughout the year but especially during the  
holidays. Some individuals or couples will “adopt” a 
family. Through our interview process we discover 
families who have special needs. One year a micro-
wave oven was given to a family along with food 

and gifts. Another family received 
blankets and jackets for their children 
along with food and gifts. We also 
have a generous donor who gives us 
fresh produce to add to our Thanksgiv-
ing boxes of food. Our financial  
supporters are generous throughout the 
year but especially during the holidays. 
With the money they donate we are 
able to pay utility bills that soar during 
the cold weather. We also use their  

 The Holiday Spirit 
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donations to buy gift cards to be used for gasoline 
and medicine. 

We are extremely grateful to Father Dermot, and 
our previous pastors, for giving us the Thanksgiving 
and the Holy Thursday collections. We are indebted 
to the “Tea Ladies” for their tremendous work that 
supports our ministry with the lovely SVdP Ladies’ 
Tea. 

Our Society strives to live St. Vincent’s words: 
“No form of charity is foreign to the Society.”   
 
Kathie Huff and her husband, Greg retired to Florida in 2003 after 
teaching for 30 years in Michigan. Kathie returned to teaching at  
St. Stephen Catholic school, before retiring again. She has been very 
active with SVdP ministry for the past six years. 

Christmas Scripture Quiz 
Have some fun and read the bible as you continue to get ready for the birth of Christ.  

Find the answers on page 11. 

 

1. How many wise men were there? 
 A) 3 
 B) 4 
 C) The Bible does not say. 
2. In which of the Gospels do we here of 
Jesus’ Birth? 
 A) All of them 
 B) John and Mark 
 C) Luke and Matthew 
 D) None of the above. 
3. Did Joseph meet the wise men? 
 A) Yes 
 B) No 
 C) The Bible does not say. 
4. What was the name of the Angel that 
told Mary she was to have a child? 
 A) Michael 
 B) Gabriel 
 C) Raphael 
 D) The Bible does not say. 
5. What animal did Mary ride to  
Bethlehem? 
 A) Donkey 
 B) Small horse 
 C) Llama 
 D) The Bible does not say. 
6. Who was the Roman emperor at the 
time of Jesus birth? 
 A) Augustus 
 B) Herod 
 C) Nero 
 D) Julius 
 E) The Bible doesn’t say. 

7. In which gospel do we hear of the 
Magi? 
 A) Matthew 
 B) Luke  
 C) Mathew and Luke 
 D) None of the above 
8. The Holy Family named the child 
“Jesus” because: 
 A) An Angel told Mary to use the  
  name. 
 B) An Angel told Joseph to use the  
  name. 
 C) An Angel told Mary and Joseph to  
  use the name. 
 D) None of the above. 
9. Where was Jesus born? 
 A) Nazareth 
 B) Jerusalem 
 C) Bethlehem 
 D) The Bible doesn’t say. 
10. In what type of building was Jesus 
born? 
 A) Stable 
 B) Cave 
 C) Inn 
 D) The bible does not say. 
11. What animals were present at the  
Nativity? 
 A) Cattle 
 B) Sheep 
 C) Doves 
 D) All of the above. 
 E) The Bible does not say. 

12. Who besides the wise men saw the 
star? 
 A) The shepherds 
 B) King Herod’s astrologers 
 C) The Bible does not say. 
13. What was the name of the Angel who 
told Elizabeth that she would have a son? 
 A) Gabriel 
 B) Michael 
 C) Raphael 
 D) No Angel 
14. How did the star compare in  
brightness with the other stars? 
 A) Brighter 
 B) Equivalent 
 C) A faint glow over the horizon. 
 D) The Bible does not say. 
15. How soon after Joseph and Mary 
reached Bethlehem was Jesus born? 
 A) Within minutes 
 B) That night 
 C) The Bible does not say. 
16. The wise men found Jesus in a: 
 A) Manger 
 B) Stable 
 C) House 
 D) Holiday Inn 
 E) A good mood 
17. How many angels spoke to the  
Shepherds? 
 A) One 
 B) Three 
 C) A Multitude 
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 Readers Corner 
 
Mary: Who She Is and Why She Matters 
by Dr. Robert Stackpole, director of the John 
Paul II Institute of Divine Mercy 
www.TheDivineMercy.org/JPII 

I  was raised in a different faith 
where Mary was non-existent. 
Since becoming a Catholic over 

forty years ago, I continue to grow 
closer to Mary. It truly was through 
the Marian Consecration that all dots 
were finally connected for me. I have 
truly turned over my prayers, divine 
works, spiritual and internal goods, 
body and soul to Mary as her posses-
sion and property. My first prayer of 
the day is the Mary Consecration Prayer.  

  
 
 

 Thanks to book and Bible studies  
at St. Stephen, I am continuing my 
journey to learn more about Mary 
through Robert Stackpole’s book 
which explained the Church’s dogmas 
and some of Our Lady’s apparitions.  
I now am at peace that Mary is the  
surest and shortest way to becoming a 
saint and to living a Christ-like life.   
 
Dot Foley, 29-year parishioner, Columbiette, 
Extaordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
(EMHC), new member of Divine Mercy Cenacle 
and Evangelization Committee. 

 
 
 

Rediscover Catholicism 
by Matthew Kelly 

S everal years ago, I read Matthew’s original 
book entitled Rediscovering Catholicism and 
it quickly became a game 

changer for me. More recently, Matthew 
republished his book, this time calling it 
Rediscover Catholicism. It has so much 
more content and became a wonderful 
study for our faith groups to read  
together this year.  

Matthew Kelly is one of the great 
evangelists of our time, and his ministry, 
Dynamic Catholic, has reached  
thousands of Catholics just like you and 
me. This book is a call to action for all 
Catholics, encouraging our participation and out-
reach as Catholics. He always urges the faithful to 
look at our faith from a different perspective and 
offers many ways to do that. 

In Rediscover Catholicism, Matthew acknowl-
edges that we become what we celebrate, be it the 
magnificent contributions the Church has made 
throughout the centuries, or different philosophies in 
our current culture. The book examines why Jesus is  

 
still relevant and how we are called to be proud of 
our faith and to begin solving problems that plague 
our Church today. 

He challenges us to live an authentic life by  
following Christ every day. God wants 
us to be happy and lead holy lives, and 
Matthew offers suggestions on how to 
do this. His mantra is “Be the best  
version of yourself!” He highlights the 
lives of holy people and saints who have 
provided examples for us to follow. 
 Matthew Kelly also revisits the 
Seven Pillars of Catholic Spirituality: 
Confession, Daily Prayer, The Mass, 
The Bible, Fasting, Spiritual Reading, 
and The Rosary. Each of these pillars 

enriches our spiritual lives, deepening our faith and 
making us holy. He calls us to make changes where 
needed, to become leaders, and to return to virtue. 
Sounds like a wonderful blueprint for our Catholic 
lives, doesn’t it?   
 
 
Liz Swetnam, Ambassador for Dynamic Catholic and along with her 
husband Brian, has participated in many ministries over the years. 
Matthew Kelly’s books are free, and he asks only to pay for shipping. 
See DynamicCatholic.com for more information or to order. 
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United in Jesus Christ 
By Michelle Ammann 

M y siblings and I have been able to altar 
serve since our fifth grade. My brother, 
sister and I enjoy praising the Lord. My 

favorite moment is the entry procession with the 
Crucifix. We train regularly to master the service 
and improve our knowledge of Mass. We get to 
stand in front of our church family and see the joy 
of Mass. 

It has been a blessing and honor to be on the  
altar with our Father. We always stand with huge 
smiles on our faces, ready to do our jobs.  

After awhile of altar serving, we will move on to 
the next level. We begin as apprentice altar servers, 
then eventually earn lead server level. My siblings 
and I are at senior server and look forward to  
becoming a lead server. We have worked very hard 
and enjoy serving God.  

Altar serving feels like a family effort, as well as 
great work that we enjoy and makes us happy. We  

 
 

 
enjoy seeing new children join our altar server  
family to praise our Lord. We feel ecstatic that we 
are here with our family forever no matter what 
happens just so we can please the lord.  

 
The Lamb’s Supper:  
The Mass as Heaven on Earth  
by Scott Hahn 

T he Lamb’s Supper seeks to explain Chris-
tian tradition as the scriptural interpretation 
of the book of Revelation in 

describing Mass as a heavenly  
banquet that we participate in every 
week during Sunday liturgy or  
during daily Mass. As Catholics, we 
are unable to see or truly understand 
the powerful supernatural drama 
that enfolds before us at every single 
Mass. This book seeks to describe 
our celebration of Mass on earth as  
a mysterious participation in the 
heavenly liturgy. 

As background on the author,  
Dr. Scott Hahn is currently a  
Catholic Professor of theology at 
Steubenville University; he was a Methodist  

 
minister prior to his conversion into the Catholic 
Church as detailed in his book Rome Sweet Home.  

Dr. Hahn is one of my favorite scripture scholars 
and conference speakers as he is very enthusiastic 

about his faith as he parlays his 
scriptural and traditional knowledge 
into every book and, indeed, into 
The Lamb’s Supper. I recommend 
this book if you would like to learn 
more about the Mass as it relates to  
tradition and scripture. It was a great 
experience to share our insights and 
inspirations at a St. Stephen Book 
study on this particular book, and I 
must say we all came away with a 
better appreciation of our liturgy.   
 
Linda MacKenzie is a fertility care specialist,  
and member of Divine Mercy and Legion of 
Mary. 
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O ur mission is met each quarter, 
when one person reading the  
Quarterly Blessings, who is not 

actively involved in the church, becomes 
inspired to participate in any one of the 
many wonderful spiritual and fellowship 
activities happening at St. Stephen. 
Comments, suggestions and contributions  
for this publication are encouraged and  
always welcome. Please email us at 
QB@ststephencatholic.org. Any photos  
submitted to the Quarterly Blessings will 
gladly be returned upon request.  
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Guests of the Quarter 
Meet the three finalists nominated by our parishioners for the  

First Annual Angels Among Us Award.  
Learn more about Caryl, Kit and Mark inside! 


