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Fifth Sunday of Lent (A)
March 26, 2023

God Opens Our Graves
By Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

It is not ghosts that come out of these 
graves, but a second chance at life. 

Ezekiel compares the reestablishment 
of ancient Israel after the exile with the 
dead rising alive from their graves. They 
are filled with God’s spirit, God’s power 
of life, and they have a second chance 
at living. Only the graciousness of God 
could imagine such a marvel; only the 
power of God could accomplish it. Jesus 
performs an even greater marvel. He 
actually brings Lazarus back from death, 
giving him a second chance at living. 

Once again, only the graciousness of 
God could imagine such a marvel; only 
the power of God could accomplish it. 
Jesus is that graciousness and that power, 
as he declares: “I am the resurrection 
and the life” (John 11:25).

After its reestablishment, Israel 
was not immune to failure, nor was 
Lazarus exempt from eventual death. 
That was not the point. The point was 
a demonstration of divine generosity at 
that particular moment. As seen in the 
Gospel reading, the point is Jesus’ self-
identification: “I am the resurrection and 
the life.” What follows is paradox: Those 
who live in him will not die; even if they 
die, they will live.

Joined to the one who is the 
resurrection and the life, we too will 
be raised from our graves and be 
transformed into a new life. We will 
never again face failure, as did the 
Israelites, or death, as did Lazarus, for the 
Spirit of Jesus will live in us. ✟

A Word from  
Pope Francis  
I invite you to think for a 
moment, in silence, here: 
Where is my interior necrosis? 
Where is the dead part of my 
soul? Where is my tomb? ...And 
to remove the stone, to take 
away the stone of shame and 
allow the Lord to say to us, as 
he said to Lazarus: “Come out!”
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Sunday Readings  
Ezekiel 37:12–14
You shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves and  
make you come up out of them,  
my people!

Romans 8:8–11
The one who raised Christ from  
the dead will give life to your  
mortal bodies also, through his 
Spirit that dwells in you.

John 11:1–45 or John 11:3–7,  
17, 20–27, 33b–45
Jesus told [Martha], “I am the 
resurrection and the life;  
whoever believes in me,  
even if he dies, will live.”

• What darkness—a grudge? 
resentment? old wound?—
am I holding on to?

• What would it cost me to 
welcome God’s invitation 
to let it go?

Joined to the one  
who is the resurrection 
and the life, we also will  

be raised from our graves  
and be transformed  

into a new life.
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New Life Awaits
By Fr. Paul Turner

Phil was recruiting fellow travelers for the missionary trip 
to Guatemala he made a few times a year. He wanted 

his friends and acquaintances at home to experience the 
discomforts of poverty in another part of the world. He 
wanted the poor of Guatemala to receive the 
compassion and help of the faithful from the 
North. 

People who responded to him opened their 
wallets to provide water filtration systems and 
other projects, but Phil wanted more than their 
money. He wanted their hearts. He wanted to 
build relationships. 

He succeeded. Over the years, he 
introduced hundreds of people to the plight of 
Guatemalans. He opened the eyes of people in 
the first world to the difficult demands of life 
in the third. People came home from his trips 
with a new sense of their priorities. 

Once, when asked why he did this, Phil told 
a story. He was planning a trip with friends, 
and their connecting flight in Newark was delayed. The airline 
found seats on another flight for them to take. He doesn’t 
know why, but the switch didn’t feel right to him. He talked his 
friends out of getting on that plane. 

It was United Airlines Flight 93. The day was September 11, 
2001. 

After escaping a horrifying death at the hands of terrorists, 
Phil decided he should do something positive with his life. 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
March 27—April 1

Monday, Lenten Weekday: Dn 13:1–9, 15–17, 
19–30, 33–62 or 13:41c–62 / Jn 8:1–11

Tuesday, Lenten Weekday:  
Nm 21:4–9 / Jn 8:21–30

Wednesday, Lenten Weekday:  
Dn 3:14–20, 91–92, 95 / Jn 8:31–42

Thursday, Lenten Weekday:  
Gn 17:3–9 / Jn 8:51–59

Friday, Lenten Weekday:  
Jer 20:10–13 / Jn 10:31–42

Saturday, Lenten Weekday:  
Ez 37:21–28 / Jn 11:45–56

He wanted others to have a chance at living better, too. He 
got inspired to help the poor in Guatemala. Once he made 
the trip, he fell in love with the country and its people. He 
knew that if he could get others to go, they would have the 

same experience. They did. Some people get 
a second chance at life. When that happens, 
they often suspect God has a grander purpose 
in mind for them.

When Jerusalem was ransacked by 
Babylon, the people went into exile, and their 
city was destroyed. But they were invited to 
return to their homeland to rebuild it again. 
Suddenly they had a new purpose. They began 
to spread God’s word through a message of 
hope.

When we witness someone’s loss, we 
mourn with them. When we witness their 
surprising gain, we rejoice. After a horrifying 
experience, when people have a new mission 
for their lives, they may extend an invitation 

for others to see the world as they do. It can open eyes.
We don’t know what Lazarus did after he was brought out 

of the tomb. His home with Mary and Martha was a haven 
of hospitality for Jesus. Perhaps they continued to welcome 
Jesus’ followers, disciples who needed rest and respite. We 
don’t know, but it seems likely that it was a life well-lived.  ✟

These reflections were excerpted from Daybreaks: Daily 
Reflections for Lent and Easter by Fr. Daniel P. Horan, OFM, 
available from Liguori Publications. To learn more and review 
our complete list of Daybreaks authors, including Fr. Ron 
Rolheiser, OMI; Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR; Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA; 
and others, visit Liguori.org.

So that we may have the courage to heed 
your call to come out of the darkness,  
we pray—Lord, let us be like you.
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