
 

 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME – JULY 3, 2022 

Fr. Bob Kabat 

Scripture: Isaiah 66:10-14c       Galatians 6:14-18      Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

Prop: Duffel Bag  

I have here a duffel bag.  Let’s imagine you are going away for the Fourth 

of July weekend.  What would you pack in this duffel bag for the 

weekend? (Ask someone with the portable microphone) 

In the gospel Jesus sends out 72 disciples.  What do they bring for their 

trip?  Nothing in the duffel bag, only each other and the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

Why?  Maybe Jesus felt whatever fits in the duffel bag is not going to help 

share the message of his love; the good news.  We are to share the love, 

compassion and forgiveness of the Lord and let the Lord take care of the 

rest. 

The Fourth of July marks the Declaration of Independence by the 

colonists, but they would have to fight for that independence.  They would 

with and for each other; and us. 

A former president of our country once said, “We have been recipients of 

the choicest bounties of Heaven.  We have been preserved, these many 

years, in peace and prosperity.  We have grown in numbers, wealth, and 

power as no other nation has ever grown; but we have forgotten God.” 

I believe that quote fits our day, from the national capital, to our 

statehouses, to the streets of our nation, to our homes.   Why?  Because 

we have forgotten, that we are like the 72 disciples.  We are on mission 

for the Lord. As Christians that began with our baptism. 

 



 

We are a country that overwhelmingly believes in God.  Right?  We may 

call God different names because of our particular faith, but no matter 

the name we use – God is named by love, compassion and forgiveness 

in our lives.  Freedom is a call to service. 

So, may we appreciate we are sent on mission, just like the 72 disciples 

we heard about in the Gospel today. 

That quote I said before was from Abraham Lincoln.  I thank him for 

being a good missionary for the Lord.  I believe he saw himself as a 

missionary. As far as I know he did not belong to a denomination, but he 

read the Bible basically everyday as part of his prayer and he tried to be 

the best missionary for the Lord as he could.  It is where he had the 

courage to declare the Emancipation Proclamation in 1862 declaring the 

freedom of all slaves.  Today we are still working on implementing that 

proclamation in some manner. 

As we watch all the election ads we hear how someone is conservative, 

a patriot, against inflation, for women’s rights, a Republican, a Democrat, 

or whatever.  No one says they are missionaries for the Lord. 

I would love to have missionaries elected. 

We celebrate this Fourth of July because of men and women who felt 

called to independence as missionaries for freedom, especially freedom 

to worship God as we do today. 

We can all learn from their example. 

We should know what we are packing in our duffel bag – so to speak – 

as our lives will reflect it. 

A few thoughts on this 14th Sunday of the Church year and Fourth of July 

Weekend.  Thanks for listening.  Have a great weekend. 

 

 

Prayer: Bringing Home the Word 

 


