FEAST OF THE BAPTISM
OF THE LORD

Priests, Prophets, Kings
Loving Father,
at our Baptism we were anointed
in Christ’s name
to be priests, prophets, and kings.
Our mission is his.
Help us to worship you, Lord God,
and to offer our whole lives to you.
Embolden us to share your love
and salvation.

Empower us to seek your kingdom
of justice and peace.
When the light of our faith wavers,
and our white garments become stained
and torn,
cleanse us and renew your Spirit within us.
Guide us each day along the way of your Son
so that we, your beloved children,
may be pleasing to you in all that we do.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sunday, January 10, 2021
Our Mission
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 55:1–11; Isaiah 12:2–3, 4bcd, 5–6;
1 John 5:1–9; Mark 1:7–11 or Isaiah 42:1–4, 6–7; Psalm
29:1–2, 3ac–4, 3b, 9–10; Acts 10:34–38; Mark 1:7–11. Jesus,
in his humanity, had to discern how to best offer his life to
God. He drew inspiration from the promises God had made
to Israel and, through Israel, to all people—promises of
prosperity, justice, and peace. Jesus may have especially
identified with the mysterious servant spoken of by the
prophet Isaiah. This servant bravely brings God’s salvation
to everyone. As John the Baptist urged people to prepare for
the next stage of salvation, his words would have resonated
with Jesus, who was baptized as a sign of his commitment to
the mission that was taking shape within him.

Our Baptism immerses us into the life of Christ, into
his earthly ministry, his sacrificial death, and his union with
God the Father. As members of Christ’s body, we ask ourselves, “What is my mission? For what good work has God’s
Spirit descended upon me?” Perhaps God is calling us to
spend time with someone who is struggling. Perhaps our
mission is to change an unhealthy work environment. Our
mission might be to address injustice in our community. In
all these ways and more, we, God’s beloved children, participate in the mission of Christ. In fulfilling our mission we,
too, will hear God declare that he is well pleased with us.

This Week and Beyond
The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

During Ordinary Time this year we will hear most often
from the Gospel of Mark. However, the Gospel passage for
the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time is always from John.
Matthew, Mark, and Luke present Jesus’ identity through the
lens of his ministry, but John’s focus is mostly on Jesus’ identity as God’s divine Son.
The Christmas season is filled with feast days that highlight Jesus’ divinity. The passages from John’s Gospel that
we hear on the Second Sundays in Ordinary Time transition
us from an emphasis on Jesus’ identity to his public ministry.
As we accompany Jesus in his ministry, today’s passage
reminds us to stop and spend time with the Lord so as to
discover and rediscover all that he is.

Gospel/Ignatian Contemplation

Popularized by St. Ignatius of Loyola, Gospel contemplation is
a way to pray with the Scriptures. It works best with passages
in which there is some action, such as a healing. Because
Mark’s Gospel is filled with short passages in which people are
doing something, it is well suited for Gospel contemplation.
To begin, read the passage you have chosen several
times. Note the people, setting, and any dialogue. Let the
scene take ever clearer shape in your mind. Then imagine
that you are there, in the story. You might be one of Jesus’
disciples, a person in the crowd, or someone who seeks healing. Notice who is with you, what you say and do, and, most
especially, how you interact with Jesus and how he interacts
with you. Gospel contemplation is one way to meet our Lord
in our sacred texts. It might be helpful for those who are
hesitant to try it to remember that the Gospels were written
so that we, like generations before us, may encounter Christ
and find salvation in him.

The Gospel of Mark

Since it contains very little teaching and few parables, the
Gospel of Mark is the shortest and most fast-paced of our
four Gospel accounts. It is also the darkest. The shadow of
the cross looms from the first chapter as we hear Jesus begin
his ministry right after John the Baptist has been arrested
(1:14). Jesus’ first miracle is casting out a demon, a symbol of
the evil he must confront (1:21–26). Chapter 2 consists
entirely of stories in which people challenge Jesus and object
to his or his disciples’ actions. By chapter 3 people are
already plotting his death (3:6). As the Gospel continues,
Jesus will face opposition from his family, the villagers of his
hometown, and his disciples.
The portrait of Jesus that emerges from this threatening
narrative is a Jesus who struggles and suffers. He is the messiah, but he is a suffering messiah. “Suffering messiah” is a
contradiction, an oxymoron. No one expected the messiah,
God’s chosen one, to suffer and be killed. Christians today
are so familiar with the story of Jesus’ passion and death that
we forget how shocking it was, how horrible and horrifying.
St. Mark reminds us.
As we move through the Gospel of Mark and hear how
Jesus is challenged, misunderstood, ridiculed, and physically
attacked, we’re reminded that true discipleship has costs.
Seeking the reign of God brings us into opposition with others who either don’t understand how we’re trying to live or
who downright reject the kingdom of God that we seek. Jesus
knows this. He has been through it. He now stands with us as
we continue striving for his kingdom, confronting evil in all
its forms until at last he raises us up to life with him in his
kingdom forever.
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