
J&H Meeting 02-19-19 
 
Present-  Father Bob Kabat,  Jeane Smits, Kay Schumacher, Mary Connors, Kay Prechter, Mike 
Westenberg,  Jackie Thiry .  
 
We were also joined by members of St. Vincent de Paul Society and Parish Council.  
 
Approximately seventeen people attended a presentation by Sr. Celine Goessl and Sr. Kathy Lange about 
Human Trafficking and how our parish can be more involved in building awareness and helping victims.  
As Sr. Celine started, she emphasized "This is a horrible topic". So first the definition of sex trafficking:  
Sex trafficking is a modern-day form of slavery in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud 
or coercion. Unfortunately it is a little-recognized crime that people often believe "cannot be happening 
here".  Perpetrators are elusive, moving from city to city and across state lines. There is lack of funding 
and resources to combat this growing crime.  Below are bulletin points that struck me. The website, 
www.polarisproject.org,  has  a lot more information. 

 Sex trafficking can be found in all 72 counties in Wisconsin. Wisconsin is ranked 21st. for 
trafficking activity. California is ranked first. 

 There is a Pimp school in Milwaukee that teaches how to become a trafficker. 

 Since the police have focused more on trafficking in Milwaukee and Chicago, Green Bay is now a 
hub of high intensity.  Specific areas include Packer games, tourist attractions and truck stops. 

 Sex trafficking is a $150 billion+ per year industry. While a bag of cocaine can be sold once, a 
human being can be sold repeatedly for sex. A victim/survivor is sold 10-15 times/day. 

 Life expectancy of a victim/survivor is 7 years.   

 Average age a child is coerced into sex trade is 8-14 years old. 

 Average age of a pimp is 40-50 years old. They are usually well dressed and groom the victim 
before forcing them into working for them. 

 Top sex industries are: pimp prostitution, commercial brothels, escort services, pornography, 
stripping, unlicensed massage parlors.   

So what can we do as a parish and individuals. First of all pray. Sister also stressed educating yourself 
and others to recognize the signs of trafficking. Do not be afraid to call 911 or the National Trafficking 
Hotline, 1-888-373-7888, or report to security or the police if you suspect something. Signs include: 

 Shows signs of physical and/or sexual abuse 

 Not free to come and go at will; seems to be controlled by someone else. 

 Has a much older boyfriend. 

 Carries several hotel key cards and/or prepaid cell phones 

 May have a tattoo indicating ownership such as a bar code or man's name. 

 Manifests fear of social interaction; depression. 

 Sudden increase in expensive stuff or suggestive clothing. 

 Constantly truant or late for school. 

 Has run away from home; offers no home address. 
There are not a lot of resources for survivors who have managed to escape. One resource we had asked 
Sr. Celine to expand on was the Rose Home located in our area. They recently graduated their first 
survivor. She had been there for 14 months. The Rose Home has a capacity of 8 and opened in October 
of 2017. Occupants have been 18 - 25years old and have not gone beyond 6 women at a time. Services 
include psychiatric,  GED and acquiring job skills. They are closely  hooked to Life Church and seem to be 
doing ok. You can donate thru Eye Heart World, as much of their funding is by donations. 



Sr. Celine shared an exciting new facility that will be opening in Door County by a survivor. The four story 
home will include an education center named the Learning Design Center. The survivor advocates that it 
takes 3-5 years for victims to mend and says the local community has to participate. Acceptance within 
the community is part of the healing process. The premise is different than the Rose Home since that 
location is not known. Sr. Celine and Sr. Kathy will be very involved in the start up in Door County. Sr. 
Celine will send Father Bob updates.  
 
Sr. Celine said looking back, they may have put the cart before the horse. They were intent on helping 
the victim. She indicated to stop sex trafficking , the buyer must suffer consequences. Recently there 
have been bills passed in Wisconsin that increased the fines and gave longer prison sentences. However, 
since buyers normally have money, there is a lot more to be done. The Lutheran Office of Public Policy in 
Wisconsin will notify you of legislation being considered to help end trafficking. Sign up at 
www.lopw.org. You can then contact your representative to voice your support. 
 
Generations of Faith has invited Shelby Mitchell to talk about sex trafficking and share a video. Sr. Celine 
said  they will be doing a presentation for the middle school students at Father Allouez School. They 
would  also like to do presentations at all schools in the area.   


