
J&H Meeting 01-15-19 
 
Present-  Father Bob Kabat, Mark Schumacher, Jeane Smits, Rachel Westenberg, Mike Westenberg,  Jackie Thiry  
 
Meeting started with scripture readings from “At Home with the Word” for January 20. Discussion question was "If 
you could have a dialogue with each character in the Gospel, what would they tell you about what they had 
experienced?  (Gospel was the first miracle of turning water into wine) Thoughts included: 
-The bridegroom and servants did not know what was going on. 
-The waiters knew they had filled the jugs with water. How could it possibly be wine now. Yet the Gospel does not 
say anything about their reaction. 
-Mary's role was like a normal mom, seeing a problem and telling her son  to take care of it.  
-Why did Mary feel he would fix the problem, especially after he said it was not hs concern. 
  
Catholic Social Teaching – Mike shared  a statement from Cardinal Tobin on President Trump's Immigration 
Speech. "I listened with deep disappointment to the dehumanizing words used to describe our immigrant sisters 
and brothers." Our Scriptures constantly instruct us to welcome the stranger. We discussed the Catholic principles 
of migration. Further discussion included: 
-False and fear filled words cause people to forget their value of all lives matter. 
-The private prison system is profiting off of the current system. 
-The immigration system has been broken for a long time. 
-It is difficult to have a discussion on immigration because people are so passionate about it and views are at the 
opposite ends of the spectrum. Just saying "I disagree" or " I am praying for a positive solution" are two 
possibilities of not throwing gas on a fire. 
 
Parish Council report-  Minutes are posted on the web-site at stmattsgb.org. Please read. There is  an excellent 
summary of adult formation opportunities. Father Bob shared the collection of snow pants and boots went well.  
292 items were distributed to schools where teachers from our parish know there is a need.  Journey of Hope 
presentation will be in February. This is a group formed to help heal those abused by clergy. 
 
Haiti- Kay S. is on her way to Haiti. 
 
Joshua- Rachel reported: 
-Housing Task Force is just starting. They have chosen two areas to work on, affordable housing and emergency 
shelters for families. They will continue to narrow it down.  Lots of knowledgeable people around the table: case 
workers from St. John's Homeless Shelter and Micah Center, Freedom House representative, social workers, Fair 
Housing Center representative, plus those who want to work on issue. They shared direct providers do not have 
time to work on systemic change so they chose to join the task force on their own time to try to make a difference. 
-Madison Action day is scheduled for March 26. Over 1000 people from Wisdom affiliates will gather in Madison to 
learn and meet with their representatives. Madison Action day is held every two years when the state develops 
the budget. The four areas that will be talked are: prison reform, mining issues, immigration and transit. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to advocate and spend a day with energetic people who care and want to improve our 
communities. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul/Voice of the Poor-  The 5th class of the Getting Ahead Program started on 1/9/19. It is filled. 
We are the only District in the US that has built an inter-act/Getting Ahead Program/Bridges Out of Poverty 
Program. Pat Kolarik was asked to speak at the September 2019 SVDP National Convention to share what we are 
doing. The Senate version of the Farm Bill was passed. This was the version that letter signing promoted.  
 
Feed My Starving Children- Fundraiser on February 24 at Resch Center. Buy tickets to the Green Bay Blizzard Faith 
and Fellowship Game. We will again be selling M&M to raise money for the Mobile Pack. 
 
St. John Homeless Shelter- There are four Sundays left to cover on the schedule. Site Advisory needs to get me 
names for February 10. All the J&HC 1st Sunday of the month have been filled by parish members. If you want to 
volunteer, 1st shift openings are 3/17, 4/21 & 4/28. 2nd shift openings are 3/31, 4/21 & 2/28. Eight new 
volunteers have signed up at this time.  
 
 



Paper cup transition: Last year in March the committee discussed transitioning from Styrofoam cups to paper cups 
to make St. Matthews more environmentally friendly. In May, the Molling's donated 1000 paper cups. Mike said 
we are now fully transitioned to paper cups for serving beverages after masses.  
 
Christmas Craft sale: Craft sale was outstanding this year. We took in $1945. There is now $3488 in the Craft 
account. Our hope is to continue to provide a market for these women striving to provide a better life for their 
families and communities. In the past, we have donated to the Guatemalan organizations of Mayan Hands and 
UPVIM and the El Salvador Volunteer Missionary Movement. Decision was made to give $500 to each one to 
support their schools and help build their cooperatives. That will leave enough in the Craft account to re-order 
product. Jackie shared the mailing cost were extremely high from El Salvador and shipments took several months 
and wondered if we should continue ordering from them. After discussion, decision made to continue since their 
need may be even greater than the other two cooperatives who are firmly established. 
 
What's next: It is apparent, there is interest in the community of ending sex trafficking based on the good turnout 
at the Human Trafficking presentation on 1/11 here at St. Matthew's. Father Bob suggested we get more 
information on the Rose House, a home where those fleeing sex trafficking can mend. Father Bob agreed to talk to 
Sister Celine Goessel and Jackie would contact Sister Sally Ann Brinkner. 
 
STATUS: Sister Celine has agreed to meet with us at our next meeting, February 19 to talk about Rose House and 
answer questions. She may bring a couple more people along. Her response to Father Bob was-"The Rose Home 
is doing quite well at this time, but our survivor, Morgan Meadows, is working to open another safe house and 
small educational campus in Door County and she needs help.  Kathy & I can come and talk to your parishioners; 
would you also like to have Morgan come and tell you what she plans for Door County, because Human 
Trafficking is rampant up there? " I'm sure it depends on their schedules if Kathy and Morgan come.  
 
Sister Sally Ann gave a web site that you may want to look at to get more info. It is eyeheartworld.org. They are out 
of De Pere. 
 
Justice Herald: Our next newsletter will focus on Human Trafficking. 
 
Calendar Review 
- Fair Trade Coffee served 3rd weekend of every month (2/16-17) 
-Hour Adoration last Monday of month (2/25) 
-Martin Luther King  prayer service, 1/21, 7:00 pm at Trinity Lutheran Church, 330 S Broadway 
-Green Bay Blizzard Feed My Starving Children fundraiser- 2/24 **Need to order tickets through church. 
 
-Next meeting 2/19, 6:30 
 
 
                                                                  
 


