
J&H Meeting 03-19-19 
 
Present-  Kay Schumacher, Father Bob Kabat, Mark Schumacher, Jeane Smits, Rachel Westenberg, Mike 
Westenberg,  Jackie Thiry  
 
Meeting started with scripture readings from “At Home with the Word” for March 24. Discussion question was 
"What does the gardener's promise to tend the fig tree say about God's mercy?" Thoughts included: 
-Give it a chance. God is patient with us. 
-God gives us gifts which include pruning and cultivating us. We are called to share our gifts and faith. 
-Repent or be cut down are hard words.  
Also discussed 1st reading. Emphasized how important a name is. Theme was building relationships including with 
God. He is not going away. 
  
Catholic Social Teaching – Rachel shared a paragraph written by John Holland. It was from a writing called "Are you 
honoring your soul". We need to move inward to know our soul. We must not forget to honor our own dignity. It is 
easy to forget "self" when we are pulled in many directions. We have faith in God and God has faith in us.  
Question came up of what should you do if you feel separate from those around you. How do we connect. 
Recommendation was to "hear" their stories. We find no matter how different we are, our inner being is the same. 
We are called to build relationships. 
 
Jeane agreed to lead a Catholic Social Teaching topic at next meeting. 
 
Parish Council report-  Minutes are posted on the web-site at stmattsgb.org. Please read. One by One  campaign 
will be starting soon. 
 
Haiti- Kay S. shared the Taste of Haiti Dinner will be April 27. Doors open at 5:00 with dinner at 7:00. Tickets are 
available at the Parish Center. Cost is $30 in advance, $35 at door. Seating is limited so get your ticket soon. Father 
Romel, pastor at Our Lady of Deliverance Chapel in Noyau, will be at the dinner. Mike W. is volunteer coordinator. 
If you would like to help at the dinner, contact him.  
Kay said she was very impressed with the new school in Noyau. Did notice the playground needs some work to 
make it safer.  
 
Joshua- Rachel reported: 
-Madison Action day is scheduled for March 26. Over 1000 people from Wisdom affiliates will gather in Madison to 
learn and meet with their representatives. Madison Action day is held every two years when the state develops 
the budget. The four areas that will be talked are: prison reform, mining issues, immigration and transit. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to advocate and spend a day with energetic people who care and want to improve our 
communities. There is still time to sign up. 
-Environmental Task Force will be holding a listening session on sustainability during Earth Week. 
-Prison Reform is working with Sheriff DeLain on jail space. The sheriff has proposed shutting down the visitation 
room so it can be converted to bed space. Visits would then be by video versus in person. Joshua shared the 
concern about the impact on human dignity. Sheriff DeLain has been  open to discussing concerns.  
-Housing Task Force will be working on affordable housing. Next meeting will be at Green Bay Community Church. 
The church asked the task force to give a presentation on housing needs. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul/Voice of the Poor-  The Getting Ahead program is targeting veterans for the next session. 
Target date is April 24. They have facilitators and mentors in place who are veterans. If you know a veteran who is 
struggling please contact Pat Kolarik at SVDP.  
One area of concern this past winter has been lack of mattresses to fill vouchers. Discussions are going on if we can 
buy them at a decent price. A better mattress is sold at the store that is purchased from vender.  
 
St. John Homeless Shelter- There are two Sundays (4/21, Easter, and 4/28) left to cover on the schedule. Kay & 
Mark Schumacher will cover 1st shift on 4/2. Father Bob will do 2nd shift. Peter Weiss has committed to 2nd shift 
on 4/28. There will be an "ask" in the bulletin for the next two weekends for volunteers. 
 
 



Sex Trafficking presentation- Presentation was well received. Sister Celine "ask" was to pray, continue educating 
people and support the facility that will be built in Door County. Generations of Faith will be holding an education 
session. We will hold on any promotion of the site in Door County since it is in its infancy. Sister Celine will keep 
Father Bob posted. Father Bob said the sign in front of St. Matthew's can be used to keep the topic in front of 
people.  
Shirley Paulson, President, East Central Synod WI Women of the ELCA, is organizing a group to go to 
Madison on March 27, to advocate for a bill dealing with sex trafficking. They believe that there is good 
chance of getting significant legislation passed this session to help end human trafficking, if we all act 
to show our legislators that we want this to happen. Once the bill gets out of committee, we agreed to 
gather signatures in support after masses. Shirley passed on this e-mail: 

Attend a hearing on Assembly Bill 41 (Safe Harbor), which would decriminalize youth under 
18 who are caught in an act of prostitution.  This would place Wisconsin law in alignment 
with federal law, and would enable trafficked youth to receive human services rather than 
be re-victimize by being treated as criminals.  We have supported this bill for three 
legislative sessions; each time it has come closer to passing.  Thank you for your past 
support!  Please join us in person if you can to 

1.     Register in favor of the bill and speak   or    2.     Register in favor and simply listen 

Either way, your presence is very important at this hearing which will be held next week:  
Wednesday, March 27, 2019, 10:30 a.m. , State Capitol in Room 300 Northeast  
Please meet in the Capitol rotunda at 9:30 for a photo. Look for people wearing royal 
blue neck scarves. 
There are several parking ramps within a couple of blocks of the Capitol. Enter any door to 
the Capitol and go to the rotunda on the main floor.  
Let me know if you can be there so we can plan for the right number and facilitate 
carpools if needed.   

 
Justice Herald- Our next newsletter will focus on Human Trafficking. Rachel offered to find articles and put the 
newsletter together. Rachel will alert Margaret on date. Target publishing date is weekend of 4/27-28. 
 
Earth Week- We agreed to use St. Matt's web-site and face book page to publish events going on that week. Jackie 
will get information on Baird's Creek cleanup activities to Margaret.  
 
Outreach endowment- There were eleven requests for funds from St. Matthew Endowment fund. $7257 is 
available for distribution. Money was allotted based on need and other resources available to the organization. 
Father Bob will present the following recommendations to the Parish Council. 
 
Catholic Relief Services  $500           In partnership with Islamic Relief Yemen, CRS aims to prevent the  
         spread of cholera through vital water infrastructure support and  
         health assistance and provide safe drinking water. 
 
Hands and Hearts With Haiti $1000        Funds will be used for ongoing maintenance, school supplies, and  
        equipment for the six-classroom school built in Noyau.                   
 
Joshua    $1800         Fund half the $3600 needed to employ a full time office person  
         available through this year's partnership with the VISTA program.  
         This will allow JOSHUA'S paid organizer to focus on building capacity 
         of  JOSHUA. 
 
St. Anthony Parish Neopit   $800         Help with purchase of computer equipment. Help start a   
                        Religious education program in Neopit.                                      
      
Inter-ACT    $700           Fund the cost of one "investigator" (individual who is making  
                                                                                    positive changes in his/her life through this systemic change      
                                                                                     program). 
 
 



Ecumenical Partnership for  $500         Help support St. Matthew's partnership with EHP. This organization  
 Housing       helps bridge the gap between short-term emergency shelters and  
                       independent living. 
 
Love Life Ministry   $500         Funds for diapers and other baby needs for low income families. 
 
Unity    $250         Funds will go to offset training, meals and literature associated with a 
       Generations grief support group. 
 
SVDP St. Matthew Conference         $500         Funds will be used for rent assistance for those facing a financial  
       crisis.  
 
Eye Heart World   $500        This organization is dedicated to fighting human trafficking. Funds will 
      go toward aftercare for survivors.  
 
Coalition of voting Organization       $200        Funds will be used to buy a projector needed for training and 
 of Brown County    education sessions to increase voter turnout.. 
.                                       
Calendar Review 
- Fair Trade Coffee served 3rd weekend of every month (4/20-21) 
-Hour Adoration last Monday of month (3/25) 
-Madison Action Day 3/26 
-Earth Day 4/22 
-Taste of Haiti Dinner 4/27 
-Justice Herald publication 4/27 
 
-Next meeting 4/16, 6:30 
 
 
                                                                  
 


