
J&H Meeting 6-20-17 

 
Present- Jeane Smits, Mary Connors, Jackie Thiry  

 

Since there was only three of us  we did not do scripture reading. 

 
Catholic Social Teaching – Jeane shared with us her learning's from working in a Kewaunee Violence 

Center. Many times the clergy or faith leaders are not supportive of the victim of domestic violence. The 

women are often told or made to feel they must stay in this marriage because of vows or church rules. In 
the Amish culture they and their family are shunned if the wife leaves her husband. Many children who 

are abused turn to drugs or alcohol and become abusers. One of the purposes of the violence center was to 

stop  the cycle of abuse. There are many barriers that stop the victim from leaving a violent situation. 
Jeane handed out a summary of the most common ones. Pope Francis has taken a stand that violence 

toward women and children is wrong.  

 

Parish Council report-  Minutes are posted on the web-site at stmattsgb.org. Please read. Several topics 
included: 

*Feed My Starving children- Barth and Mary Jo Wolf gave a presentation. 

*New parish logo is almost ready to go.. 
 

Haiti- No report 

 
Joshua- Jackie reported the Back Forty Mine group was going to Brown County supervisors meeting on 

6/21 to ask them to sign a letter of opposition to the mine. (The supervisors voted 21 to 0 to sign the letter 

of opposition.) 

 
St. Vincent de Paul- Jackie shared she gave a presentation to the District presidents on Voice of  the Poor. 

There are some districts who do not see the value of advocating and believe it is too political.  

 
Bread for the World-. St. Matthew will hold an "Offering of Letters" the weekend of 6/24-25. Jackie will 

speak at each mass. Coverage with Jackie: 4:30, Jodi Thiry, 8:30, Jeane & Kay, 10:30, Mary Connors. 

(164 people signed the letters to our congress representatives. The letter asked congress to adequately 

invest in programs like WIC, SNAP and tax credits for low-income workers and international 
development assistance.) 

 

Central American Craft Sales- $235 worth of product was sold. We believe it is important to promote fair 
trade and solidarity with those trying to support their families.  

 

Season of Creation- Pope Francis has declared the Season of Creation should be celebrated between 9/1, 
world day of prayer, and 10/4, feast of St. Francis. Interfaith Power and Light has again provided a prayer 

service outline. Michelle Becker, Brother Steve Herro and Jackie have committed to plan a day of prayer. 

Tentative date will be 9/1. First meeting will be July 20.  If anyone is interested in joining the planning 

committee, please let Jackie know.  
 

2016-2017 evaluation- Group liked the way we planned the year by quarters. The first quarter will again 

be busy. Agreed we focused on the "right" things.  
 

Recruitment- Reminded to invite people we know to join our committee. Jackie will invite Mary 

VandenBloomen to join us again.  
 

Calendar Review: 

-Hour Adoration  7/31 

-August meeting 8/15   ***Check your calendars if this will work*** 


