
J&H Meeting 3-21-17 

 
Present- Rachel Westenberg,  Mary Connors, Father Bob, Mike Westenberg, Jackie Thiry  

 

Meeting started with scripture readings from “At Home with the Word” for March 26. Discussion focused 

on blindness in our spiritual life. Thoughts included: 
-We often are not aware of the whole picture. We may have a lack of knowledge 

-We are often apathetic. 

-It is easy to stay in our "cocoon" which may result in lack of relationships. 
-Where do those who disagree with me belong in the big picture. My vision does not include them. 

-We are blind to the goodness of those we judge to be wrong.  

-If you do not agree with me you are wrong. There is a lack of listening to each other. 
  

Catholic Social Teaching – Mary shared what is going on where her daughter teaches school in South 

Phoenix. Much of the funding is based on enrollment, property tax and government test scores. Since this 

is a very poor area and has many immigrants who are learning English the school funding is far less than 
say the Scottsdale area. It is an injustice that these students will have less opportunities. Parental 

involvement is usually less because of economic conditions and they have less resources such as books at 

home. Her school cannot provide counselors  or substitute teachers. If a teacher is sick, their students go 
to another classroom which means that teacher could have seventy kids that day.  Sometimes even paper 

and pencils are not available. Most people would agree that all kids deserve the same education no matter 

where they live. Today, that is not happening. We discussed the concern that Wisconsin's school vouchers 
are taking away needed funding for the public school system. 

 

Parish Council report-  Minutes are posted on the web-site at stmattsgb.org. Please read. Several topics 

included: 
*Feed my starving children- Tubes of m& ms are being sold this lent to raise money.  Packing of food   

  will be held in Howard 10/2-10/5. Generations and the school 7th & 8th graders will participate. Parish   

  council will go as a group. Individuals and groups need to register if they want to participate. Lots of    
  volunteer  opportunities.  

*Ecumenical Partnership for Housing- Lots of work being done to get home ready for occupancy in May.   

  Fundraiser letter to go out to parishioners in May. 

*Outreach endowment recommendations approved. Checks going out this week.  
 

Haiti- Kay along with Hillary Rath and John Gracyalny are in Haiti. No report. 

 
Joshua- The Solitary confinement cell is tentatively scheduled for April 30 - May 6 at First United 

Presbyterian Church in De Pere. J&HC will host the social on May 4.  Madison Action day is April 30. 

There is still room on the bus.  
 

St. Vincent de Paul- Father Bob may give a Virtus training class for members.  SVDP members are being  

encouraged to attend Catholic at the Capital on April 28. It is an opportunity to advocate for those they 

serve.  
 

St. John Homeless Shelter- All spots are covered. The shelter will not be open on April 30. Jackie will 

notify volunteers scheduled for that day.  
 

Justice Herald- Justice Herald- Topic will be advocacy. Articles should be sent to Rachel by Friday, 3/24. 

Target publish date is for weekend of 4/8-9. Articles are: 
 -Lead in: Two feet of justice  Mike 

     Testimony of advocacy: 

 -Citizens climate Lobby               Jackie 

 -Voice of the Poor   Jackie 
 -Right to Life    Amy Weiss 

 -Neighbors in Action   Rachel 



Earth day 4/22- Jackie handed out material on two possibilities for committee to involve parish: 

-Collect funds for the Earth day network canopy project. $1 plants one tree. The goal is to plant 7.8 billion 
trees (one for each person projected to live on earth by 2020) over five years.   

-Participate in the "Walking in Faith for Care of Creation" on April 23. An ecumenical group headed by 

Brother Steve Herro is organizing the prayer service and walk. 

 
After discussion we decided to not do a collection because of the recent collections at the parish. Decision 

made to do the following: 

-Promote the walk through a save the date flyer that the prayer/walk planning team is drafting. Rachel 
will contact Katinia and offer to send to Joshua mailing list and put on facebook. 

-If flyer is ready in time. Mike will see if it can be included in the schools brown envelope 

communication to parents. 
-Jackie will put list of things individuals can do as part of Earth Day for bulletin. Rachel will put on St. 

Matt's web site and facebook. This is the list we came up with: 

 

Help the World Become a Greener Place. 
 

1. Plant a tree somewhere or donate a $1 to plant a tree as part of the Earth Day Network, Trees   

    for the Earth Campaign Canopy project. Check it out at info@earthday.net. 
2. Start or continue to reduce your carbon footprint: Drive less, switch to energy efficient light  

    bulbs,conserve water usage,  turn lights off, compost, reuse/recycle, buy ENERGY STAR   

    products. 
3. Participate in an ecumenical event "Walking in Faith for Care of Creation" being held on 

    April 23, 2:00 p.m.  Prayer service starts at St. Mary of the Angel Parish with one mile walk to  

    1313 Main St., Unitarian Universalist Fellowship for concluding service. 

4. Join the Back Forty Mine group who are advocating against the proposed 800 foot deep open  
    pit Metallic Sulfide mine which would be located within 100 feet of the Menominee River.  

    Potential river contamination is a threat to fish population, especially the endangered Lake  

    Sturgeon. It would threaten the area's  tourism industry, local property values and poses a  
    cultural threat as this is the ancient burial ground of the Menominee Tribe of Wisconsin. Next  

    meeting at St. Matthew parish center on April 5 at 6:00 p.m. Save our water.  

5. Recycle your electronics or anything  metal at the Joshua Recycling event being held at   

    Resurrection Catholic Parish on May 20th, from 8:00a.m. to noon. 
 

 

 
Calendar Review: 

 

-Hour Adoration  3/27 
-St. John Homeless Shelter Sunday coverage  

-Fair trade coffee served  4/15-16 & 5/20-21 

-SVDP Saturday sorting 4/8 

 


