
J&H Meeting 5-16-17 

 
Present- Rachel Westenberg,  Kelly Thiry, Jeane Smits, Mike Westenberg, Jackie Thiry  

 

Meeting started with scripture readings from “At Home with the Word” for May 21. Discussion focused 

on the Holy Spirit. Thoughts included: 
-Disciples did not have courage until the Holy Spirit came down upon them. 

-Discussed who we pray to. Fewer people pray to the Holy Spirit. Most say they pray to God the Father or 

Jesus. Holy Spirit not talked a lot until Confirmation. 
- We pray to the Holy Spirit for Her gifts, most often wisdom. 

-Charismatic groups are in touch with the Holy Spirit. 

-As people of faith, we too often think in terms of rules, versus the transforming relationships we are 
called to through the Holy Trinity.   

 

Catholic Social Teaching – Rachel shared some of the injustices in the penal system. The EXPO group 

said even though they are no longer incarcerated, they feel they are still behind bars. There are numerous 
road blocks to creating a successful life after release. Things like having to check you have a felony on a 

job application, not being eligible for school financial aid, fear of violating one of the multiple parole 

rules which will send you back to prison and societies negative bias toward any former prisoner. There 
are many changes needed if this population is to be allotted the dignity God intended for all his creation. 

 

Parish Council report-  Minutes are posted on the web-site at stmattsgb.org. Please read. Several topics 
included: 

*Feed My Starving children- Financial results for parish support for project:-Over Easter $935 in coins 

and $4600 in offertory collection.  

*Ecumenical Partnership for Housing- Family moved in. Parish may be asked to do some outside work. 
 

Haiti- Hands and Hearts with Haiti had a capital campaign  kick- off event on May 8th to raise money to 

build an elementary school in Noyau. More people than expected attended the event and donations are 
coming in. Father Leveque and Golds Mithe Joseph were here in Green Bay for a week before the event. 

There will also be fund raising in Cleveland. 

 

Joshua- The Solitary confinement cell was at First United Presbyterian Church in De Pere from April 30 - 
May 6 . Forums all went well. 275 people attended the activities. 185 were new to Joshua's data base with 

55 being interested in joining a task force.  

Back Forty Mine group has an educational "Save Our Water" event scheduled June 3rd at the Richard 
Mauthe Center at 1 p.m. The group will also be attending Brown County Supervisors meeting on May 22. 

Purpose is to voice opposition to the mine and convince supervisors to write and sign a resolution 

opposing the Aquila Resource'" Back Forty proposed Mine similar to Marinette's county board.  
The electronic recycle event was held on May 20 at Resurrection.  

 

St. Vincent de Paul- The Getting Ahead Workshops continues to go well. A second group is tentatively 

scheduled to start July 19. Twenty-two people went through the Bridges Out of Poverty presentation on 
May 16. The overall Inter-Act program has been well received in the community. 

 

Justice Herald- Justice Herald focus was advocacy. It was published the weekend of 4/8-9. Mike and 
Jackie shared they heard several positive comments (Mike was told, "the best one ever"). Jackie handed 

newsletter out at St. Vincent de Paul District meeting. Agreed we need to continue to personally hand out 

after masses to ensure parishioners are aware of it.  
  

Earth day 4/22- Jackie participated in the "Walking in Faith for Care of Creation" on April 23. An 

ecumenical group headed by Brother Steve Herro  organized the prayer service and walk. They decided to 

make it a yearly event. 
 



St. John Homeless Shelter- Julie, Sunday's Lead volunteer at the shelter, shared a thank you card from 

one of the guests since many of  St. Matt's volunteers do laundry on Sunday evenings. "When I woke up 
Monday morning, I immediately saw the 'basket of love' you had placed next to my bed. I still smile to 

think of it." What we do makes a difference. 

 

Habitat request- Eric Weyt, from the diocese, e-mailed a request from Habitat to give J&HC a  
presentation at one of our meetings. We decided it would be a waste of their time since we are familiar 

with Habitat and have participated in the past in serving meals and being part of a build. We also decided 

not to do a meal this year since the parish is participating in Feed My Starving Children and is a partner of 
Ecumenical Housing.  These need to be our parish's focus. 

 

Bread for the World- Jackie shared she was part of a conference call with Zach Schmidt,  the regional 
organizer of our area, and Bread leaders in Wisconsin.  He shared that Bread for the World will part of a 

lobby day in DC on June 13 and was hoping to have some "Offering of Letters" to hand deliver. He will 

be meeting with Senator Ron Johnson. Bread will be focusing on Senator Johnson because he sits on the 

Foreign Relations Committee. The president's proposed budget has a 30% reduction in foreign aid 
programs. In the past there has been a great deal of bi-partisan support for the program. The subject of 

this year's Offering of Letters is to make public investments that will reduce hunger and poverty. That 

includes investing in programs like WIC, SNAP, tax credits for low income workers and international 
development assistance. J&HC signed letters to Senator Johnson, Senator Baldwin and Representative 

Gallagher. St. Vincent de Paul also signed a separate letter to the two senators and our representative. 

Jackie mailed them to Zach. St. Matthew will hold an "Offering of Letters" the weekend of 6/24-25. The 
committee will need to cover all masses. 

 

Central American Craft Sales- We will again sell crafts after masses and during the picnic, 6/3-4. Jackie's 

daughter will help set up in the gathering area.    
 

Calendar Review: 

-Craft sale, June 3-4 
-Environmental film, From the Ashes, 6/15, 6:30, at St. Norbert Abby 

-Hour Adoration  6/26 

-Fair trade coffee served  5/20-21 & 6/17-18 

-Offering of Letters 6/24-25 
 


