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Jesus Christ Is Ris’n Today 

 
Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!  
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!  
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!  
Unto Christ, our heav’nly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal, as his love, Alleluia! 
Praise him, now his might confess, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Spirit blest, Alleluia! 

Text: St. 1, Surrexit Christus hodie, Latin, 14 C.; St. 2-3, The Compleat Psalmodist, c. 1750; St. 

4, Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 alt. 
Tune: EASTER HYMN, 77 77 with alleluias; Lyra Davidica, 1708 
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Holy  
Saturday—the  
Great Vigil 
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THE GREAT EASTER VIGIL 
Holy  Saturday 

 

Holy Saturday is the queen of all lit-

urgies. The Church outdoes itself to-

night. This is what it’s all about. This is 

what we celebrate in one way or 

another all year long. We light the 

new fire, proclaiming Jesus to be 

our light and our life. We hear the 

readings that tell the primal stories 

of who God is and who we are. Even before that, we hear the Exsult-

et, proclaiming the night of nights when Jesus rose. We bless the wa-

ters of baptism through which new members are initiated into the 

Church. Along with these new members, we celebrate the renewal 

of old members, insuring a Church alive and ever-new. Finally, the 

Eucharist celebrates our coming together to nourish ourselves at the 

font of all life—the Lord’s table. 
 
SERVICE OF THE LIGHT  

Greeting 

Blessing of Fire and Lighting of the Easter Candle 

Procession to the Church 

(As all process, the presider stops three times. Presider sings “The 

Light of Christ!” All respond, “Thanks be to God!” After the presider 

stops the second time, all light their candles from the Easter candle, 

assisted by the servers) 

 

Exsultet 

(At the conclusion of the Exsultet, please extinguish your candles 

and be seated for the readings) 
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Reception into Full Communion for Candidates 

General Intercessions 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Preparation of the Table and Gifts 

 Song:  A Place at the Table           G 812 
Invitation to Prayer 

Eucharistic Acclamations—Mass of Glory       

 

COMMUNION RITE 

Our Father 

Sign of Peace 

Lamb of God        

Invitation to Communion 

Communion 

 Song: Joyous Cup             G 929 
Prayer after Communion 

 
CONCLUDING RITE 

Blessing   

Dismissal 

Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today             back cover 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading:   Genesis 1:1-2:2 

Response During Reading: 

Response After Reading: 

Prayer 

 

Second Reading: Exodus 14:15-15:1 

Responses:  Sung throughout (see next page) 
Prayer 
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Third Reading: Isaiah 55:1-11 

Response:  First Song of Isaiah 

Prayer 

Glory to God                         pg. 21 

Epistle:   Romans 6:3-11 
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Gospel Acclamation: Celtic Alleluia          G 334 

Gospel:   Matthew 28:1-10 
Homily 

 

LITURGY OF FULL INITIATION 

Blessing of Water (please take your candles and follow procession to baptismal 

font for blessing of water) 

          

Renewal of Baptismal Promises for Candidates and all the Faithful 

Blessing of Assembly with Water/Sprinkling Rite (see song on next page) 
 
 
 
 

  


