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January 3, 2021 WEEKEND MAGAZINE The Epiphany of the Lord
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| etthe Magi's arrival sink into your heart
with this meditation

Phillip Kosloski
Sometimes we need to stop and use our imagination to gain a fresh understand-
ing of the Epiphany.
Frequently we hear of the Magi and their long journey to Judea to seek the King who was born.

Unfortunately, often we can swiftly pass by their story because of our familiarity with it. We dis-
miss it and move on with our lives.

Yet, it is one of the most important parts of the Christmas story and contains a great many spiritu-
al truths embedded in it. One way we can tap into this spiritual treasure is to pause for a few mo-
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PASTOR
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux

DEACONS
Deacon Bill Lovelace
Deacon Lionel Roberts,
Deacon Emeritus

PASTOR EMERITUS
Msgr. Anton Dechering
Retired

CLERGY ASSISTANCE
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM
Fr. Victor Bartolotta

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekday Masses
Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM, 9:30 Am & 11:30 AM

Follow the Sunday Mass on our
website, btsp.org.

Confessions can be arranged with
Fr. Wayne. Call his private
number to make your
appointment, 727-401-0487.

PARISH OFFICE
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm
1600 54TH AVE S.

ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33712
PHONE
(727) 867-3663
FAX
(727) 864-2679
WEB SITE
http://btsp.org
Like us on FaceBook
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A New Year Full of Hope and
Anticipation

COVID-19 prevented us from planning for our future.
However, in 2021 we will make every effort to bring our
hopes and dreams to fruition. All of us have an opportuni-
ty to be lights in the darkness to a restless searching hu-
manity groaning in the hope of redemption. In this New
Year, we have the opportunity to renew our parish and be-
come Dynamic Catholics, Reinvigorating our Faith, and
Courageously Living the Gospel. This was the hope of the
Jubilee Year of Faith that we began last year. Certainly not
everything we hope to achieve now in 2021 will bear fruit
in 365 days. But there are already some very promising
signs that I hope to share with you by the end of January.
However, I implore you to make every effort to at least
begin the process for a new beginning. In the days ahead
we will be making our renewal a priority once again in
2021. We will bring together the Trinity Group to begin
the planning to be completed by the Solemnity of Pente-
cost. Despite the challenges of the COVID-Pandemic we
have learned a lot, and we will be a better Church because
of the experience. What we can achieve as a parish com-
munity is limitless regardless of our ages. We have the po-
tential of the human spirit to redirect our energies toward
making Blessed Trinity a light of hope to all our parishion-
ers, and our wider community.

As we cross the threshold of the New Year, I bring to each
of you, my cordial best wishes for a Happy New Year in
the light which shines out from Bethlehem to our parish
and wider community.

I wish you a year that will bring you closer to God, and
filled with peace. I wish you a year filled with serenity and
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happiness: May you always be certain of God’s love for
us. As he did over 2000 years ago, Christ comes today
with his saving Gospel to guide the uncertain and faltering
steps of peoples and nations, leading them towards a fu-
ture of true hope.

I ask him to bless this moment of festivity and good wish-
es, that it may be the promise that brings us new opportu-
nities and a bright future for Blessed Trinity that will fill
us with joy and peace. Let us enter the year 2021 with our
eyes fixed on the saving mystery of the Incarnation.

I entrust this year of Faith to Mary Mother of God that we
celebrate on her Solemnity on New Year’s Day. Through
her intercession I pray that we will realize a New Year
filled with many possibilities.

Christ , yesterday, today and forever. To him belong time
and the ages. To him be glory and dominion forever and
ever, Amen.

Fr. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor

Office of Communications

New Video: Year in Review

The Diocese of Petersburg invites you to take a look back at this unfor-
gettable year and to thank God for the grace to stand firm in the faith,
courageous and strong. We’ve produced a video with some of the most
compelling photos of 2020. To view the video, go to
www.youtube.com/dioceseofstpete. To view the top news stories of
2020, visit www.dosp.org/news.
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Stewardship Prayer

O Divine Giver of all gifts,
grant us the daily graces we
need to follow closely in the
footsteps of Jesus in the way we
live out our lives and make use

of our gifts.
Daily, may we renew with You
our small part of the world by

allowing Your will to be accom-
plished in and through us.

Help us to trust in Your love for
us and to grow in our fidelity
and relationship with You.

We thank You for the trust You
place in us as stewards of our
personal gifts. May the Holy
Spirit guide us in placing our
time, talent and treasure at the
service of each other so that
together we may faithfully wit-
ness the Christian message and
thus become Your holy people.

Amen
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This Week in Worship

Are You Looking to
Receive One of the
Seven Sacraments With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prep-
aration before marriage. Please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for an
appointment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the Baptism
of your child! We ask that you
please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for
information regarding the Pre-
Baptism Class before scheduling
a Baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Website Mass

The church is open for our
regular schedule of Masses.
Recognizing that many will
still be unable to attend Mass
we will continue to record
the Mass and upload it to the
website. To view the Mass go
to our website: btsp.org and
click on the red words to start
the video. The recorded Mass
is from the Saturday vigil.

We are very grateful to Brent
Beauchamp who has been
volunteering his services to
record the Mass each week.
Thank you Brent for your
continued support.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, January 2, Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and
Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of
the Church

4:00 p.m. Francesco Sclafani (Dec)

Sunday, January 3, Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

8:00 a.m. Marika Thalia Elliott (Dec)

9:30 a.m. For Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Sal Garofalo (Dec)

Monday, January 4, Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton,
Religious

8:00 a.m. Anne Watson (Liv)

Tuesday, January 5, Memorial of Saint John Neumann, Bishop

8:00 a.m. Verna Morin (Dec)

Wednesday, January 6, Saint André Bessette, Religious
8:00 a.m. For Vocations

Thursday, January 7, Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest

8:00 a.m. Lionel Roberts (Liv)
Friday, January 8

8:00 a.m. Byron Mays (Dec)
Saturday, January 9

8:00 a.m. Lionel Roberts (Liv)
4:00 p.m. Jim Lawler (Dec)

and Patricia Sullivan (Dec)

Sunday, January 10, Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

8:00 a.m. Doug Watson (Dec)
9:30 a.m. For Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Floyd Passardi (Dec)
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Prayer/Offertory

Christmas Flowers
Thank you to those listed below for their donations
for Christmas Flowers. We were unable to include
these names in the Christmas bulletin due to print-
ing deadlines.

Mprs. Mary Cesarano
Mpr. and Mrs. Thomas Kroha
Mpr. and Mrs. Joseph Cadigan

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Wise Men See God in the Simple Things

If you’re on social media, you have probably seen a meme going around
that features this quote: “God has a plan for your life. The enemy has a
plan for your life. Be ready for both. Just be wise enough to know
which one to battle and which one to embrace.”

There were certainly two competing plans for the Magi: God’s and
Herod’s. And, wise as they supposedly were, it wasn’t entirely easy for
the Magi to discern which was which.

After all, Herod posed as a friend. He offered the Magi hospitality and
kindness. Though the Gospel doesn’t say so, he probably flattered them
and appealed to every moral weakness he could observe in them. In his
palace, they must have felt great physical comfort — rest and tables of
plenty on what was an otherwise long and treacherous journey.

But if the Magi were honest with themselves, I'll bet they would have
admitted that, regardless of Herod’s charm, they felt a gnawing sense of
doubt while in his presence. When they looked upon the Christ Child,
born in a stable without any of the comforts of the world or protections
of wealth, they probably felt the opposite. They probably felt safe.

The Magi were lucky enough to have the right plan spelled out for them
in a dream, but for the rest of us, it’s enough to remember this: God’s
plan is often the one that leads us to places of great simplicity, great hu-
mility and great love. Let’s have the wisdom to view power with suspi-
cion, and innocence with admiration.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©LPi
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Weekly Giving

Online Giving December 14—27
Offertory $ 5,525
Christmas § 695
Building Fund $ 40
St. Vincent de Paul $ 375
December 20, 2020
Offertory/Donations ~ $ 6,196
Special Donations $103,000
Christmas $ 4,505
Christmas Flowers $ 220
Holy Day $ 125
Retirement for Religious § 80
Thanksgiving $ 100
Employee Appreciation § 357
Gift Shop $ 149
Other $ 105
December 27, 2020

Christmas Masses $13,535
Offertory $4,601
Holy Day $ 100
Gift Shop $ 245
Funeral $ 365
St. Vincent de Paul $ 367
Other $ o4

Thank you for your generosity!

FORMED It’s What to Watch

Discover all the best Catholic content in one place.

Entertaining movies, enlightening programs, inspiring talks and audio
dramas, and a great selection of popular e-books—all just a click
away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s our gift to you! formed.org TJQ622
access code

Winter Residents

The boxed offertory envelopes for
2021 can be picked up in the par-
ish office during regular office
hours Monday-Friday or can be
picked up after Mass in the church

on the weekend.
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ments and imagine the scene in our mind. St. Ignatius of Loyola was a
big promoter of using imagination during meditative prayer and be-
lieved it was one method to unlock the mysteries of God.

Here is a beautiful meditation from The little book of the most holy child
Jesus, a prayer book published in 1876. It can act as a springboard for
further pondering and lead to a deeper experience of the mysteries of
the Epiphany.

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph are again in the poor stable-cave. The
faithful shepherds have come, have worshiped, and have gone
back to their flocks with a great strong joy in their souls. The peo-
ple of the city of David heed not. It is, as it were, nothing to them
that the Son of David, David’s Lord, is born amongst them: that
God, the eternal Word, has become flesh, and dwells amongst
them. The thoughts and cares and short-lived joys of this world
fill their hearts. Now behold a strange sight to make one wonder.
Over the place where the young Child lies there shines a star of
mild bright ray in the mid air. Around the door of the rude abode
stand the camels and servants and horses of the rich and great.
Three wise men, grave and noble to behold, have alighted. Three
Kings from the far-off East, bearing rich and costly presents. They
bow down low to the ground, and offer rare gifts: bright gold to
the Infant King; sweet frankincense to God, who has come on
earth; bitter myrrh to the Son of Man, who is to die for men. Far
have these brave hearts traveled. Over hill and plain they fol-
lowed the star which guided them. They heeded not the ties of
home, nor hung back from the toil and danger of a long winter’s
journey. Nothing could keep them back. Not the jeers of friends
who thought them mad. They have seen the star of the holy Child;
it is enough. It told of the Light of the world, the Light of God,
which was to shine in Israel, in the midst of a dark drear world;
and now they are come. They have found the Light. It is Jesus,
who is the Light of heaven. He is in a rude stable, but they heed
not its poverty. His Mother is a poor maiden, she wears no silk
nor fine linen, no golden gems; but what matter! She is the Maid-
en-mother, and in her arms lies Jesus. And in their souls His light
shines, and will shine for ever, evermore.
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911 Program

Our Parish Family is invited to
carry on the effort to save the lives
of the most vulnerable in society,
those helpless unborn babies who
are scheduled to die at All Wom-
en's Health Center, 4131 Central
Avenue. Our "911 PROGRAM"
simply means praying for those
little ones during the hours of 9-11
every Saturday morning, in front
of the clinic.

No written commitment is re-
quired, this is a very informal get-
together where Parishioners can
pray individually or with a group.
You are invited to be comfortable
while praying, please bring a lawn
chair.

Need A Ride? Questions or com-
ments, please contact Rich or
Lynn at 727-258-7406 or rmalo-
ney67@gmail.com

Cyndee and Larry at 239-218-
7798: Cathy at 646-552-8015:
Marilyn at 727-867-2390
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WASH YOUR DON'T TOUCH KEEP YOUR
HANDS YOUR FACE DISTANCE

ECAUSE VIBRAN Go to www.parishesonline.com to view your
CHURCHES MATTE! church bulletin and stay up to date.

Magazine Articles
If you wish to put anything in the
weekly parish magazine, please
email any items to be published to
Anne at: bulletinbt@gmail.com.
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Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Arnold, Barbara
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy

Barry, Marian
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Buck

Brown III, George
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea

Bruce, Phil

Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma

Cary, Joan

Cavalieri, Lois

Ceci, Shirley

Chavez, John

Chris, David

Christ, Kathryn

Cline, Wayne

Congiu, Rita

Coston, Stephen
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts

Dechering, Msgr. Anton
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice

Deuel, Fred

Devyn & Donna
DeZarn, Vickie
Doiron, Gary

Ditzel, Julie, Mark and
Luke

Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim

Forbes, Tina May

Fr. Jim Klima

Fraser, Sue Chapman
Garcia, Jose M.
Gaskin, Douglas
Genereux, Carol
Graeme, Mary

Gregg, Joan

Griffin, Lynda Butler
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Heylan, Edward H.

Hepp, Loren

Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia

Infant Ursa
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin & Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene

Kline, Wayne and Judy
Krieger, Mary
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Annette
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill

Lee, Donald

LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lowery, Judith
Lucas, Laura

Lyons, Laura

Mack, Jackson
Mabharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve

Mark, Jacqueline

Marois, Mary
McGarry, Jean
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Meyer, Patricia
Monahan, Sheila
Moore, Richard A.
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Nicholson, Maria
Noguez, Armida
Nuilez, Marleny
Oliphant, Brian
Pezzulo, Irene
Phillips, James

Pope, Stoney

Preeper, Helen
Privitera, Sandy
Quinn, Timothy

Ray, Terry

Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara

Reed, Edward, Jr.
Rivera, Joel

Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
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Marlene

Rosa, Joe & Nina
Rudy, Fr. Richard
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Schaefer, Jake
Schneider, Mary Jo
Seaquist, Tim
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita

St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Bill
Thompson, Susan
Thore, Isabelle
Thuline, James
Vishnisky, Wayne
Watson, Amanda
Watson, Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Williford, Joan & Frank
Wood, Jena
Youngman, Ruth






