
What’s the second most misunderstood passage of Scripture? (The first: “Judge not, lest ye be judged” in Matthew
7:1, quoted by the otherwise biblically illiterate or indifferent, as a kind of pseudo-benediction on moral relativism.)
I’d say second place goes to Matthew 5:39, “…if a man strike you on the right cheek, turn to him the other as
well.”

Misunderstanding this passage has led to public prayers for “our so-called ‘enemies’”—as if Christ and his Church
don’t have enemies both human and spiritual. Misunderstanding this passage has led to exhortations to a literally
helpless pacifism—which would have puzzled Pope Pius V who summoned the Holy League to resist the invasion
of Europe by the Ottoman Empire at the Battle of Lepanto.

I raise this difficulty not merely as a biblical conundrum, such as “Did Adam and Eve have navels?” It seems that
Christ requires complete disarmament in the face of moral, spiritual and physical evil, so it’s right to ask, “How
can this be so?”

How can it be right to “turn the other cheek” with passive indifference when the sacred is traded for sacrilege?
When truth is traded for lies? When purity is traded for perversion? When beauty is traded for ugliness? When
worship is traded for entertainment? When sacred tradition is traded for novelty? When open-handed charity is
traded for the heavy hand of the state?

Are we called to passive indifference when Western Civilization, the cradle of our faith and reason, is under attack

It’s time to talk about resisting evil

Jesus didn’t “turn the other cheek”
—neither should you
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by enemies secular, sectarian and spiritual? Are we called to mute helplessness when
the honor of Christ’s Virgin-Bride, the Church, is assaulted?

Saint Thomas Aquinas admonishes us for such an imperceptive and myopic reading:
“Sacred Scripture should be understood according to the way Christ and other holy
persons followed it.”

Regarding “turn the other cheek,” Aquinas recalls us to John 18:23 when Jesus
rebukes the guard who struck him. He also reminds us of Paul’s beating in Acts
16:22, “Christ did not turn his other cheek here; and Paul did not do so either.
Accordingly, we should not think that Christ has commanded us to actually turn our
physical cheek to one who has struck the other.” Paul didn’t remain silent when
struck in Acts 23:3, but warned his abuser of divine judgment and retribution.

Following the example of Jesus and the saints, how is “turn the other cheek” to be
understood? Surely not in passive indifference to evil, or in a feigned helplessness
when the treasures of faith and reason are in danger of being lost.

Aquinas shows us the way: “To interpret the injunction of the Sermon on the Mount
literally is to misunderstand it. This injunction signifies rather the readiness of the
soul to bear, if it be necessary, such things and worse without bitterness to the
attacker.” Our Lord is teaching us, by his words and example, not to collapse in the
face of evil, but, rather, to resist evil while resisting the temptation to hate the evildoer.

Yes, as Jesus said, we must love our enemies and pray for our persecutors. We
mustn’t fail in that duty. That duty doesn’t preclude defending the vulnerable,
resisting wickedness, or championing what Christ has entrusted to the Church he
founded.

The holy season of Lent begins in 2 weeks. That sacred time is given to us as a kind
of “boot camp” and an annual reminder that our souls and all of creation are being
contested for. Satan and his minions hate God’s handiwork and would destroy on
Earth what has been made for Heaven. That war—one with eternal consequences—is
being fought in our own hearts and minds. Our love of God is always in danger of
growing cold, even as our passion for worldliness is always in danger of being
enflamed. And all around us, the popular culture, the arrogance of the state, the
witting and unwitting pawns and puppets of idols wish to seduce us or to silence us,
and, finally, to consume us.

Lent is a time to discover whether anything other than God has power over us. It is
a time to see with clarity who sits on the throne of our heart. It’s a time to ascertain
whether we have the humility, docility and desire necessary to “enter through the
narrow gate” (Matthew 7:13), which is the only passage into Heaven.

My friends, it is time to wake up and realize that we are in a war, and things don’t
look very bright for the home team right now. Recall that Saint Bernard preached
that, “God chastises the good when they do not fight against evil.” In his mercy, Our
Lord gives us Lent to make us fit for the battle we must fight to our very last breath.

When I write next, I will speak of undertaking the commitment to militant
intercession. Until then, let’s keep each other in prayer.

By Fr. Robert McTeigue, reprinted with  permission from Aleteia
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HOPE
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church Lenten Retreat

Anything is Possible with God

March 11, 12 & 13 at 7:00 p.m.
Abbreviated presentation with Mass at 8:00 a.m. each morning

Reverend Wayne C Genereux, Pastor & Homilist
Free and open to the public

Blessed Trinity Roman Catholic Church
1600 54th Ave S, St. Petersburg, FL 33701    |    727-867-3663

Christ Our
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7th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Sat., February 23 - Mem. Of St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr

      8:00 a.m.  Charlie Tatz   (dec)
4:00 p.m.     James Lawler

       & Sr. Lois Laronde O.P.    (dec)
Sun., February 24
 8:00 a.m.     Nance Young

& Thomas Jeszke  (dec)
9:30 a.m.     Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.    Linda Ratcliff   (dec)

Mon., February 25
8:00 a.m.     Wayne Clive   (liv)

Tues., February 26
8:00 a.m.      Lorraine Burque

& Edward Inglesby (dec)
Wed., February 27

8:00 a.m.    Vocations
Thurs., February 28
 8:00 a.m.     Lionel Roberts   (liv)
     & Anna Norbutas   (dec)
Fri., March 1

8:00 a.m.   Shirley Lower    (dec)
Sat., March 2
      8:00 a.m.  Dave Cramer   (liv)

4:00 p.m.     Bob Rogers   (dec)
Sun., March 3
 8:00 a.m.     Antonietta Congui  (dec)

9:30 a.m.     Blessed Trinity Parishioners
 11:30 a.m.    Bill Maslar    (dec)

    & Alison Howell  (dec)

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months preparation before  marriage.
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment with a parish
priest before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child! We ask that
you please call the Parish Office for information regarding the
Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a Baptism.

Last weekend’s flowers
In memory of Josephine Gilberto

God has another angel

This weekend’s flowers
Lionel Roberts

Happy 93rd Birthday!

7th Annual Tampa Bay
Pro-Life Youth Rally

The 7th Annual Youth Rally hosted by Mary Help
of Christians Center in Tampa is being held on two
days: Friday, March 1 for Catholic and Homeschool
students and Saturday, March 2 for Parish Youth
Groups & Families. Students may attend either day or
both.
Youth in 8th grade or older are invited to join others
from across the diocese for a full day of Pro-Life
Fellowship for the unborn, education and fun. The
event includes powerful speakers, live music, breakout
workshops, and Mass with lunch included.
For more information or to register as a group or
individually, please contact:
Sara Loos at 813-626-6191 or sloos@mhctampa.org

ATTENTION ALL PARISHIONERS:
The Parish directories have arrived!

If you or your family was photographed, your
directory is available for pickup in the Parish office.

Reminder: One directory per family
Office hours are Monday through Friday

9am - 12pm and 1pm - 4pm.
Ask for Kelly or Eileen



by Eileen Plasse
Parish Manager

This article was found in a recent bulletin, obviously out of state!

When ice, snow, severe cold prevents parishioners from attending
weekend Masses our Offertory suffers. This has a direct impact on
the funds we have available each week to pay our bills and meet our
payroll. The problem becomes even more complicated when we are
faced with increased heating, salt and snow removal bills.

It made me chuckle and I gave thanks to God that we don’t have
extra expenses for heating, salt and snow removal.  I grew up in
Massachusetts and I know well about the mess winter causes.  In
some ways it is because of that mess that so many of you are in our
lovely parish right now. You escaped!  Glad you are here!  Our
financial picture brightens in the winter months because of your
generosity. Thank you.

Want  to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at  btsp.org and click

the online giving button.
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Donations 02/17/19

Offertory Collection      $7,200
Building Fund                 $138
APA 2018      $2,080
Gift shop $233

TOTAL:                         $9,651

St. Vincent dePaul     $75

Goal: $101,181

Balance Due: $36,404
Paid: $64,777

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

I would like a Tax Statement for 2018
______For my Church donations  _____For donations to St. Vincent dePaul

My name is: _________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________
Zip: _____________________   Envelope #:___________________

Phone # ____________________________

Please fill out and return to the Parish Office or drop in the Offertory basket.

Prayers for Our Wounded Church
Please join us for Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament every first Friday of the month for
the near future, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass we will
have Eucharistic exposition, homily, meditation,
and benediction at 10:30 a.m. You might want

to pray for healing and for the victims of the scandal. Invest
one hour with God, one on one.

Our next Adoration will be on Friday, March 1��.

Knights of Columbus Council 15862
Proudly presents a night of Frankie & Johnny

March 23rd, 2019  |  5:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Tickets $15
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This Week at Blessed Trinity
  Sun.  2/24 10:45 a.m. - Family Faith Formation - FFR

7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA - Rm 4
  Mon.  2/25 1:00 p.m. - “Shepherd Me…” Program - FFR
     7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting - FFR
  Tues.  2/26 9:30 a.m. - Scripture Class - FFR
  Wed.  2/27 6:30 p.m. - Choir - Music Room
  Thurs. 2/28 10:00 a.m. - FAST Meeting - Parish Center
  Sat.  3/2 7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA - Rm 4
     x:xx - K of C Frankie & Jonny concert

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, March 10  |   9 - 11 a.m.

Pancakes  |  Sausage Links/Patties
Fruit Cocktail  |  Orange Juice  |  Coffee

 Tea  |  Bottled Water

Lent Fish Fry
Friday, March 15  |   7:00 p.m.

Knights of Columbus Council 15862

Fish Fry dates
All Fridays, all begin at 7 p.m.

March 22nd, April 5th, April 12th

911
The numbers 911 carry with them some very important meanings that we are all so familiar with. This newer

911 is also another plea for help, equal to or more
important than those that we have been acquainted with.

The evil of Abortion continues, although thanks to God,
the numbers have been seriously reduced due to the efforts
of 40 Days For Life Campaigns, and those who continue
to pray to Our Lady of Guadalupe for an end to abortion.

Abortions continue to take place at the All Women’s
Health Center at 4131 Central Avenue here in St.
Petersburg every Saturday morning. Their busiest hours?
From 9-11!

Please join us every Saturday morning to peacefully pray
to save the lives of the unborn babies who are in danger of
abortion.See you from 9 - 11!

PRAYER FOR UNBORN
CHILDREN

Virgin of Guadalupe, patroness of
unborn children, we implore your
intercession for every child at risk of
abortion. Help expectant parents to
welcome from God the priceless gift
of their child’s life.

Console parents who have lost that
gift through abortion, and lead them
to forgiveness and healing through
the Divine Mercy of your Son.

Teach us to cherish and to care for
family and friends until God calls
them home. Help us to never see
others as burdens.

Guide our public officials to defend
each and every human life through
just laws. Inspire us all to bring our
faith into public life, to speak for
those who have no voice.

We ask this in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ, who is Love and Mercy
itself. Amen.



McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
O’hara, Debbie
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Riemer, Dolores
Rivera, Joel

Iannello, Guy
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mar

Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Devyn & Donna
Drougelis, Nijole
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward  H.
Hildebrand, Bud
Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger,
Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Carr, Elaine
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Congiu, Rita
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Sister Elaine Taylor
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug &  Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wohlman, Fred
Wood, Jena
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