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8th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Elderly Florida woman refuses to take down
painting of Mary, in legal battle

Her response to their demands: "They'll have to kill me first."
A legal feud has been ignited between 85-year-old Florida resident Millie Francis and the Tropical Palms mobile home
park, where she lives, after she replaced one of her windows with a mural of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Representatives
of Tropical Palms, who have refused to comment on the proceedings, have urged Francis to remove the painting, which
she has made clear she will defend with her life if necessary. Now experts on fair housing laws and the mobile home
industry say the law may be on her side.
The dispute began in late 2018, when Millie sought permission to replace her front window, citing a need for privacy
from nosy neighbors who peek into her house and security guards who shine their lights through her windows late at
night. The Brandenton Herald reports Francis received approval to “replace and paint” the window area.
For several days the caretakers watched as the window was removed, a large section of plywood was installed, and
the artist began painting the mural. Francis said it was only after the image of the Blessed Virgin appeared that the
park’s board of directors demanded it come down.
In early November, the park’s lawyers gave Francis 30 days to remove the image, which has not budged an inch from
its position, mirroring Millie’s own stance. Millie, who died and was resuscitated during open heart surgery 16 years
ago, says she’s willing to die again for her beliefs. Calling the legal dispute religious discrimination, when first asked
if she would take it down, she responded “They’ll have to kill me first.” She has repeated this sentiment many times
in the following months.
Article cont’d inside
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“They say I’ll have to pay their attorney fees if they prevail in court. I can’t
afford this. I need help and I don’t know what will happen to me, but I do know
I’m not taking it down.”
Nadeem Green, a fair housing attorney who has taken an interest in the case,
believes the community is in the wrong and that the court should not reach a
decision to see the mural removed. He told the Brandenton Herald
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“If what (the Bradenton Herald) has reported is accurate, then there is a strong
possibility that the treatment of Millie Francis is contrary to the Fair Housing Act.
Religion has been a protected class under the FHA since its inception in 1968.
If Francis has been treated differently than others who have displayed religious
art of any nature, or if she is being held to administrative minutia purely as a
pretext to require the removal of her art, then that is wrong for a number of reasons,
including legal ones.”
The board has stated that the work on the window was completed with the use of
improper materials. The argument has been made, however, that the park manager,
who would have passed Millie’s house every day during the course of their work,
could have raised concerns about materials while the project was ongoing. The
park has said the problem is not with the religious content, but the problems only
arose once the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe came into view.
L.A. ‘Tony’ Kovach, a writer for MH Living News who has worked in the
manufactured home industry for 25 years, has noted that the entire affair was
caused by the employees of the park:

“Perhaps more to the point, allowing their security patrols to repeatedly shine
MASS SCHEDULE
a spotlight into Francis’ home — which sparked the 85-year-old widow’s desire
Saturday: 4:00 PM Vigil
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 am to replace the window — is an unacceptable invasion of a resident’s right to
peaceful enjoyment of their home,” Kovach said. “In my professional view,
management is dead wrong and has apparently violated her rights in several ways.”
HOLY DAYS
7:30, 9 am & 7 pm
Millie has refused to give up the fight, but as the legal altercation stretches on for
Weekdays: 8:00 am
months it is taking its toll on the retiree, who says, “I’m a nervous wreck. My
Saturday: 8:00 am
heart starts beating too fast.” A dangerous position for an old woman who has
been through heart surgery. Francis is adamant that many board members passed
RECONCILIATION
by the work without a second thought before the image of Mary was painted.
Saturdays
3:00 -3:45 pm
She has, however, received support from the people around her community. She
or by Appointment
has reported that many people have stopped by her house in order to complement
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the painting:
“I know the Virgin is working here,” Francis said. “A garbage man last week,
a great big man, got out of his vehicle and asked me about the lady in the painting
and I told him it was Our Lady. I explained who she is and he came back and
stood in front of the picture and said, ‘Pray for me lady.’ And I did.”
As the case goes through the courts, Millie has requested an extension of time as
she gathers her resources. If the extension is not granted, she intends to demand
it go to mandatory arbitration, at which point an arbitrator would make a final
decision. It is unclear if Millie would follow an unfavorable court ruling, as she
has stated, “It’s not going anywhere.”
By J-P Mauro, Reprinted with permission from Aleteia
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Christ Our

HOPE
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church Lenten Retreat
Anything is Possible with God

March 11, 12 & 13 at 7:00 p.m.
Abbreviated presentation with Mass at 8:00 a.m. each morning

Reverend Wayne C Genereux, Pastor & Homilist
Free and open to the public

1600

54th

Blessed Trinity Roman Catholic Church
Ave S, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 | 727-867-3663
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This Week In Worship

911
The numbers 911 carry
with them some very
important meanings that
we are all so familiar
with. This newer 911 is
also another plea for help,
equal to or more
important than those that we have been
acquainted with.
The evil of Abortion continues, although
thanks to God, the numbers have been
seriously reduced due to the efforts of 40
Days For Life Campaigns, and those who
continue to pray to Our Lady of Guadalupe
for an end to abortion.
Abortions continue to take place at the All
Women’s Health Center at 4131 Central
Avenue here in St. Petersburg every Saturday
morning. Their busiest hours? From 9-11!
Please join us every Saturday morning to
peacefully pray to save the lives of the unborn
babies who are in danger of abortion.
Healing for Our Broken
Church

8th Sunday of Ordinary Time
Sat., March 2
(liv)
Dave Cramer
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
Bob Rogers
4:00 p.m.
Sun., March 3
Antonietta Congiu (dec)
8:00 a.m.
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
(dec)
Bill Maslar
11:30 a.m.
(dec)
& Alison Howell
Mon., March 4
(dec)
Patricia Scanlon
8:00 a.m.
Tues., March 5
(liv)
Nancy Arasa
8:00 a.m.
Wed., March 6 - Ash Wednesday
Vocations
8:00 a.m.
Josephine Gilberto (dec)
9:30 a.m.
(liv)
Rita Congiu
7:00 p.m.
Thurs., March 7
(dec)
Rita Wharton
8:00 a.m.
Fri., March 8
(dec)
Peter Schillaci
8:00 a.m.
Sat., March 9
Margaret Hildebrand (dec)
8:00 a.m.
Elaine DeManicor (dec )
4:00 p.m.
Sun., March 10 - 1st Sunday of Lent
8:00 a.m. Students of Lakewood High School (liv)
(dec)
& Thomas Jeske
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
(dec)
Jim Halpin
11:30 a.m.

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in Florida

Please join us for Adoration requires at least six months preparation before marriage.
of the Blessed Sacrament. Please call the Parish Office for an appointment with a parish
Every first Friday of the priest before setting a date.
month for the near future,
Baptism
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass we We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed Trinity
will have Eucharistic exposition, homily, Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child! We ask that
meditation, and benediction at 10:30 a.m. You you please call the Parish Office for information regarding the
might want to pray for healing and for the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a Baptism.
victims of the scandal. Invest one hour with God,
one on one.
Our next Adoration will be on Friday, April 5��.
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PRAYER FOR UNBORN
CHILDREN
Virgin of Guadalupe, patroness of
unborn children, we implore your
intercession for every child at risk
of abortion. Help expectant parents
to welcome from God the priceless
gift of their child’s life.
Console parents who have lost that
gift through abortion, and lead them
to forgiveness and healing through
the Divine Mercy of your Son.

Donations 02/24/2019
Offertory Collection
Building Fund
APA 2018
Gift shop

$8,325
$5
$1,695
$249

TOTAL:

$10,247

St. Vincent dePaul

$1,116

Teach us to cherish and to care for family and friends until God
calls them home. Help us to never see others as burdens.
Guide our public officials to defend each and every human life
through just laws. Inspire us all to bring our faith into public life,
to speak for those who have no voice.
We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is Love
and Mercy itself. Amen.
Is God calling you to participate
more fully in the Eucharistic
Sacrifice? Are you ready to be a
the daily readings,
part of
distributing communion, and
serving Mass each and every week?
Eucharistic Ministers, lectors, servers and ushers are needed
for EVERY Weekend Mass! Eucharistic Ministers to the sick
and homebound are also needed to bring communion to our
infirm and shut-ins on Sundays. If you would like to get more
involved, please call Aimée Holley at: 727-687-2829.

Goal:

$101,181

Paid:

$64,777

Balance Due:

$36,404

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

The Knights of Columbus Council 15862
Proudly Presents A Night of

“Frankie and Johnny”
A tribute to Frank Sinatra, Johnny Cash,
June Carter Cash, Patsy Cline, Rex Harrison
And Rodney Dangerfield
Starring:
Saturday, March 23rd
James
“Pudgie”
Elliott
III as “Frankie” Frank Sinatra
5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Charles
Angerberg
as Johnny Cash
Tickets $15

Includes light hors
d’oeuvres by Karen, Vicki
& friends. Beer, wine &
soda (by donation)
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We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

This Week at Blessed Trinity
Sun.

3/3

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.

3/4
3/5
3/6
3/7

Fri.
Sat.

3/8
3/9

10:45 a.m. - Family Faith Formation - FFR
7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA - Rm 4
7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting - FFR
7:00 p.m. - K of C Meeting - Parish Hall
6:00 p.m. - Choir - Music Room
10:00 a.m. - FAST Meeting - Parish Center
5:00 p.m. - SVDP - Rm 4
8:30 a.m. - Stations of the Cross - Church
8:00 a.m. - Diocesan Hispanic Assembly
Parish Center
7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA - Rm 4

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

Love your friends
& family each &
every day…
as if it’s your last
opportunity to do
so

Pancake Breakfast
Sunday, March 10 | 9 - 11 a.m.
Pancakes | Sausage Links/Patties
Fruit Cocktail | Orange Juice | Coffee
Tea | Bottled Water

Lent Fish Fry
Friday, March 15 | 7:00 p.m.
Fish Fry dates fall on a Friday and begin at 7 p.m.
Fish Fry dates:
March 15th, March 22nd, April 5th, April 12th

DON’T FORGET!
There is a K of C meeting
Tuesday, March 5th at 7:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Council 15862

This past
Sunday, Feb
24th, our Family
Faith Formation
group enjoyed
reading
scripture,
followed by the
gathering of
items for
orphan children.
We filled 30 bags with about 6 small
items. Our service goal is to reach out
to others and not expect anything in
return. We have a picture of the bags in
Susan's trunk and two of our little ones.
These selfless gifts are on their way!
During next Sunday ‘s class we will
talk about Ash Wednesday and the
paschal mystery. Stay tuned for more
updates and photos!

Rita Congiu would like to wish a
heartfelt “Thank You” for all the
prayers from the people of Blessed
Trinity during her recent illness and
hospital stay. She is on the mend!

Westminster Shores
Blessed Trinity has quite a few
parishioners living at Westminster
Shores that are in need of someone
to bring The Precious Body of
Christ - Eucharist - to them each
Sunday. If you live in or near
Westminster Shores and would
like to serve your neighbors in
need, please contact Aimée Holley
at 727-687-2829.

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger,
Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Carr, Elaine
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Congiu, Rita
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances

Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Devyn & Donna
Drougelis, Nijole
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Garcia, Jose M.
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.
Hildebrand, Bud

Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iannello, Guy
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve

Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mar
McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
O’hara, Debbie
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
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Riemer, Dolores
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Sister Elaine Taylor
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Tillema, Karen
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug & Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wohlman, Fred
Wood, Jena

